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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known thatI, OTIS ANDREWS,a citizen
of the United States, end a resident of Kl Paso,

~in the county of El Pase and State of Texes,

IO

“handling bananas,
' .bunehes which are plled up indiscriminately |

20

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-
. provements in Crates for Shipping Bananas;

and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact deserlptmn of - the in-
ventlon whleh will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac- |

companying drawin gs, Whlch form a part of
this specification.

My invention relates to crates for trans-
portmﬂ' bananasg, so that there will be no
liability of the fruit being injured in transit.

As is well known to those familiar with
they = are shipped in

upon one another, whereby g reet numbers of
them are injured.

‘The object of my 1nvent1011 1s to provide
an improved crate for transmitting bananas,

whereby the bunchesare kept sepera,te, there- |

by avoiding crushing the fruit, and also al-
lowing of a thorouﬂ*h Ventllatlon which tends

to prevent decay.
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a plan view of the same.
tal section on the line x, Flﬂ‘ 1.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-
ter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a banana-crate constructed
in _aecordance with my mventlon Fig. 2 is

Inthesaid drawingsthe referenee num ere,le

1 and 2 designate the top and bottom of the

- crate, each consisting of a S@HllClI‘Clll&I‘ outer

- block and a semlelreular inner block 3 of a
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~ hinged sections. -
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less radius than the outer block. The said

~ inner and outer blocks are secured towether |
by any suitable means, and two of these com-

bined blocks are used for the head and bot-
tom, the straight edges of which are hinged
together at one side, forming, with the slats
and wire-netting heremafter descrlbed two
Secured tosaid inner bloeks
are a number of slats 4, the ends of which

bear against the larger or outer blocks, to |
which they may also be secured, if desired.

Secured to the said inner bloeks, and also

1

Kig. 3 15 a horlzon—-_

to the inner dﬂ‘es of the vertical slats, are
curved or seﬂ‘mental sheets of wire cloth or
nettmﬂ‘ .

Secured to one of the outer blocks of the
head or top of the crate is a plate 5', the free
end of which extends over and beyond the
inner edge of the opposite block. At each
side of the said . plctte the meeting edges of
both the outer and inner blocks are fermed
with semicircular grooves 6, which, when the
crate 1s closed, form circular apertures for

the passage of a cord 7, which engages over
‘the said plate and extends into the cra,te, and

from which a bunch of bananasissuspended.
The numeral 8 designates a clasp secured
to one of the sections, whmh engages with a

cateh 9 on the other seetlon and these lock

the two sections together when closed.
In using the erete the sections are opened

55

6o

65

and a bunch of bananas 18 placed therein

and held in position by the cord, which is tied
thereto, and which passes over the. plate se-
cured to the head or top of the crate. By

this means the bunches of bananas are sep-

arated from each other, so as to avoid i injury
by crushing, and a perfeet ventilation is ef-

fected throuﬂ'h the meshes of the wire-netting,
allowing the alr to circulate freely through -
. '80

the buneh

In cold weather I wrap the bunches of ba-
nanas with cloth, paper, burlap, blanketing,
gunny-sack, or other similar material to pre-

vent the fruit from freezing; or. the said
| material may be tacked to the inside of the

crate, as shown by the full lines 10, Fig. 3,
.whleh will be found more convement and

‘economical. In warm weather the cloth or

lining is dispensed with and the air allowed

a free circulation through the fruit.

~Having thus fully described my invention,
Whet I eleum 18—

In a banana-crate, the eembmatlon with

the two hinged sections each comprising the

top and bottom inner and outer blocks of
differential redu the vertical slats and the
segmental or eurved sheets of wire-netting,
Seeured to the Inner blocks and to the inner

edges of the said slats, and the bloeks com-
prising the top being formed with grooves in
their meeting edﬂ*es of the plate secured to

| one of the blocks of the said top and project-
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ing over the other block and adapted to be | my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
engaged by a string or cord passing around | in presence of two witnesses.
the same and extending through said holes |

into the erate, and from which a bunch of | "~ OTIS ANDREWS.
5 bananas is suspended; substantially as de- Witnesses: -
scribed. G. D. FEARY,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as I. MUSSELL.
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