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To all wiom it ??w&?/ CONCETIL:

Be it known that I, LARNTINE C. BW _ﬂDT a

citizen of the United Smtes resztdmO' at LO:LIIH |

~ in the county of Sanmmon and State of Illi-

- I0 -
simple and e

nois, have invented a new and useful Top-

Adj aster for Vehicles, of which the following
18 such a full, clear, zmd exact desceription as
- will enable those Skllled in the art to which it

pertains to make and use my said invention.

The purpose ot my invention is to provide
fective means whereby the tops
of vehicles may when raised be turned down
or when turned down may be raised by the

~ occupant of the vehicle without leaving his

| .

seat and without having to reach around on

‘the outside of the sides of the top to *“ break”

- the joints by which the top 1s supported.

With thisend in viewmy invention consists

- of certain novel features of construction and
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the top is tumed down.
detached -perspective view of part of the

combinations of parts shown in the annexed
drawings, to which reference is hereby made
and hereinafter particularly descmbed and

claimed.

FFigure 1 1s a perspective view showing the

top- adJustel In position on the Vehmle -top

‘when the topis raised. TFig. 2 isasideeleva-

tion showing the top-adj ustel in posﬂzlon when
Fig. 3 isan enlarged

arched bar of the top-adjuster and shows the
loop at-one end of the bar, part of the loop

being shown in section, so as to.show the po-

sition of the rubber tubing on the loop. This

- view also shows the means for connecting the
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- tached, and shows the means for securing the |

40

arched bar with the bow of the vehicle- -top.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged detached perspective

view of one of the clamps and a portion of
the bow of the vehicle-top, to which it is at-

clamp on the bow. .
Similar letters of reference desw*rmte 111{0
parts in all of the views.

My top-adjuster is desig ned LO be used with.

- vehicles of any kind havi ing tops which turn

48

down, and the details of (_,onsmuctmn may

obviously be modif]

ed so as to adapt my de-

vice to tops of different styles and forms with-

out departing from the spirit of my invention.
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- steel or iron and is preferably made to con- |

The vehicle-top A and the bows B, by which
it is supported, may be of any usual or suit-
able form. The transverse arch bar D is of

|||||

'fOim to the ar ch of the vehicle-top.

has integral horizontal extensions d and. in-
tegral curved extensions d'.
curved, as shown in Fig. 2, so that when the
vehicle-tcap is turned down the hinged joints
C of the vehicle-top may not strike against
them. At thelowerendsof the extensions d’
are integral loops d?, which are covered with
rabber tubing d°. This tubing serves to re-

tain the loops on the hinged ;]omts C of the

vehicle-top. It also serves as a cushion to
prevent injury to the joints by the rubbing
or striking of the loops thereon. '

To fae111tat.e the attachment of the bar D

The parts d' are

Thts bm
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to the vehicle top, one side of each of the

loops d? is left open, so that the joints C may

be readily inserted between the ends of the '

loop. When the joints C are in place, the

rubber tubes d* are drawn on the loops, so as

to extend across and close the space between
the ends of the loops.
The cla,mp & consists of two abutting mem-

"bers eand ¢/, connected together by screws 5.

Both of these membersare Ton gitudinally con-
cave, as at ¢, and are adapted to fit around

70

75

the bows B in such manner that when the

screws e° are tightened the clamps will be
firmly held on the bows.

Each of the mem-
bers e has a transverse notch e’, which accom-

80.

modates the part d of the bar D so that the

bar will tarn in the netehes in the. clamps.
Each of the members ¢’ has an internal longi-

tudinal groove ¢®. It also has a transverse
notch ¢’. The noteh ¢ accommodates the
part d of the rod D exactly as the notch &°
does, and the part d is retained in place by a
key 68 of leather or other suitable material,
,11313111*:1‘ in the groove ¢® and extending down-
ward and pal*t way around the part d_. Two

notehes €® and ¢' are provided in order that
therod D may be pivotally supported oneither
side of the bows B, as may be desired; also

in order that in ease that member whmh 1S

supporting the rod D becomes broken the

other member may be substituted for it.

- The operation of the device is as follows:
When the vehicle-top is raised and it is de-
sired to turn it down, the occupant of the
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vehicle takes hold of the arched central part

of the bar D and pulls it forward, so as to
turn the bar in the notches ¢’ of the clamp E,

thereby causing the loops d? on the parts d'
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to engage with the joints C, so as to break
the ;]omts and permit the top to turn down-

ward in an obvious manner. To raise the
top, this operation is reversed.
“Having fully described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettels'

Patent, 1s—

AN top-adjuster for vehicles, consisting
of a transverse bar supported on and tummfr
in clamps secured to the bows of & Vehmle-
top and having curved extensions provided

with loops adanted to engage with the joints
‘of avehicle-top, each of smd loops having an

opening in its side, and having arubber tube
extending across and cloﬁlnﬂ‘ sald opening
as set forth |

. In a top- adJuster for vehicles, clamps E

elenller

| attachable to the bows of a vehicle-top, each
of smd clamps consisting of two membels e

and ¢ having transverse notches e’ and é’,

and one of said members having a lon D‘ltudl-.

nal groove ¢°; in combination with; a cross-
bar D havmﬂ* extensions d adapted to turn

in said notches ¢ ¢’ and provided with loops

adapted to engage with the joints of a V6111~
cle-top; as set f01 th.

2Q

In witness whereof 1 ha,ve heleunto sub-' o

scribed, at Loami, Illinois, this 16th da,y of
Octobel 1895.

LARNTINE C. SWEET.

W’ itnesses:
1. G. SANBORN
G. W. KINNEY.
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