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18 an enlarged sectional elevatmn on the in-

_40

- constructed to the minimum size.
portion of the bottom 10 is cut away on each

5

of Fig. 4. Fig.

| speetlve% of str uctm al elements.
“inclusive
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_(No model.)

To all whom it ma:y concern:
Be it known that I, CREED H. RAMSDY a,
a citizen of the Umted States of America, re-

| 51dmg at Pleasantville, in the county of M&_,
rion and State of Iowa, have invented an Ad-

justable Burial-Ca qket of Whlch the followmn
is a specification.
~ The object of my invention is o chJllSt a,
casket, coffin, or 1)1111&1 -case to cad&velq of
var ying lentrtlls

My 111ve11t10n consists in the eonst:r uetlo:n
arrangement, and combination of elements
her em(Lf terset forth, pointed out in my claim,

and illustrated by the ELCCOIdeIlYll]U draw- |

11105 in which—

I‘10 ure 118 a side elev&twn of a eomplcte__

CdrSlxet Hig. 215 a lonﬂ'ltudnml sectional ele-
vation of Lhe casket on. the indicated line 2 2

3 is a side elevation of the
cas]{et one mde panel being removed.

verse sectional elev&mon on the 111(:110&’56(1 line
55 of Fig. 3. TFigs. 6 and 7 are detailed per-
Figs. 1to 7,

, illustrate a specific GOHSt] 11(:131011 of
my impr ovement Kfig. 8§ is

TFig.10isaplan of the main

bottom and side pcmels Kig. 11 is a trans-

verse sectional elevation on the line 11 11 of
Fig. 12 is asectional elevation

Figs. 8§ and 9.
O the indicated 11116 1212 of Fig. 9. Fig. 13
dicated 11116 13 13 of Fig. 8. Fig. 14 is a per-
spective of a bar employed in my construc-
tion. Ifig 15 is a bar whichmay be employed

in my construction as a substitute for the bar |

shown in Iig. 14. Figs. 8 to 15, inclusive,
1llustrate a construetmn dlffeluw fmm tlmt

- shown in Figs. 1 to 7, Inclusive.

In the constluetlon of the easket a8 ShOWIl

the numeral 10 designates a bottom of alength
and width &ppromm&tmw totheinteriorlen ﬂ"th‘

and width of a completed casket-frame when

side, producing bossed portions. 1112, at the

. cente‘“ of greater width than said end p01 tions.

IIIIIII

? tlons of the sides of the casket.
13 14 overlap the bossed portions of the bot-

each other.
groove in the auxiliary bottom 16 and OVer-
| laps the adjacent end portion of the auxiliary
- Fig. |
418 a tmnsvel se sectional elevatmn on the‘

indicated line 4 4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5is a trans-

| a plan of the | wardly at right angles thereto.
~ casket with the cover 1em0ved Iig. 91is an

inverted planof the cover. The clotted lines
in Ifigs. 8 and 9 indicate limits of movement

. of seveml parts.

Each end

Panels 13 14 are fixed at their lower edges to
the outer edges of the bossed portions 11 19
of the bOttom 10, and extend upward at right
angles to said bottom to form the central por-
1he panels

tom at both ends, respectively, thus forming

notches or seats 15 two of which are shown in
Fig. 4.

portions of said bottom 10.
The auxiliary bottoms 16 17 are located

with the bottom 10, and arein &hnemem with
A 1eaf—3p1 Ing 18 is fixed in a

bottom 17 to a position in a groove therein.

Auxiliary bottoms 1617 are provided,
13116 combined length of which approximates to

| the length of the bottom 10, and the width of
- which eonesponds to the "mdth of the end

55

60

| beneath, parallel to, and in sliding contact

70

A lug 19, fixed to and plo,]eetnw from the

upper fdoe of the leaf-spring 18, engages in
~one or another of the notches 20, formed in
the auxiliary bottom 17 within the 2roove..
Side boards 21 22 are fixed to the su:le edges

of the auxiliary bottom 16 and extend up-
K: Each of the
side .boards,.‘%’l 22 23 24 18 notched at 25 to
admit the bossed portions 1112 of the bot-
tom 10 by movement 1OIIGI1J11€1111&11}T of said
bottom. Guide-bars 26, triangular in cross-
section, are fixed to the inner faces of the

side bomds 21 22 23 24, and engage and

form slide-bearings for the bottom 1'0 It
will be observed. that the side boar ds are 10—
cated between and 1n sliding contact with the
panels 13 14. Clips 27, plefel ably hinged,

Fig. 7, are f\ed to the panels 13 14 :«51,11(:1 |

OVBl 1&];) and engage with the side boards 21

22 23 24. End pieces 28 29 are fixed to the
outer ends of the auxiliary bottom 16 17 and
the side boards 21 22 23 24, Notches are

Tformedinthe adjacent ends of the side boards,

and flush-plugs 30 31, having tenons on the
ends thereof, are fitted in said notches, the
upper faces of said plugs forming a contin-
uation of the top edgesof thesaid side boards.
The cover of the casket is formed in three
sections 32 35 54.

~ The section 32 is mounted.
on the top of the side boards 21 22 and end
piece 28, and is provided with an aperture 35,
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ports and into said grooves.
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fitted with a glass plate 36, slidingly mounted
in seats in said section. The section 33 1s
mounted on the top of the side boards 23 24
and end piece 29. A pair of connecting-bars
37 38 are mounted on the inner end portion
of the section 32 and overlap the adjacent
end portion of section 33 at the sides of said
sections. Leaf-springs 39 are fixed to the
inner faces of the bars 37 38, and bent por-
tions 40 on said springs engage one or another
of notches in the section 33. The section 34
of the cover forms a panel corresponding with
the panels 13 14, and rest upon and overlap
the adjacent end portions of the sections 32
33. Grooves 41 42 are formed 1in the section
34, and cross-bars43 44, fixed to the innerends
of the sections 32 33, project beyond their sup-
Ordinary means

may be provided for securing the cover to the
sides. and ends of the oas]cet

In the construction illustrated in E igs. 8 to
15, inclusive, the sides of the casket are ShOWD
to e 11’1(_311116(1 outwardly relative to each
other. The bottom 10isprovided with a plu-
rality of slots 50 51, in which are mounted
for travel screws 52 53, which screws are
seated in the sections 16 1’7 forming the aux-
iliary bottom, which eonstluetlon t&kes the
place of the bar 18, heretofore described.
will be observed tha,t 1In this connection the
gulde-bars 26 26 are omitted, and the stabil-
ity of the several sections forming the bottom
is sustained by the formation of shoulders 54,
four in number, on the bossed portions 11 12
of the main bottom, which shoulders fit and
travel within notches formed in the side pleces
21 22 23 24. 1t will be observed that in this
connection the bars 37 and springs 39, here-
tofore described, are omitted, and bars 55 or
56, Figs. 14 and 15, substituted therefor, as fol-

1ows The bar 55 is provided with ser ew-seats

57 58 in its central portion, and is secured
by means of screws to the central portion of
the cap-piece 34 of the cover, one of said bars
being positioned on each side of the casket
and extended longitudinally thereof beyond
the side panels. Longitudinal grooves are
formed 1n the sections 32 33 of the cover, on
opposite sides thereof, in which grooves the
bar 55 is movable. Slots 58 59 are formed in

the bar 55, and screws 60 61, mounted in the |
sections 32 33 and traversing the aforesaid
grooves, pass through said slots and confine
the same or limit the longitudinal movement
of the sections 32 32 relative to the section |

It |

34. The barshown in Fig. 15 and designated
as 56 has the centrally-located screw-seats,
but the slots 58 are omitted, and in lieu ther eof
the end of said bar is bent at right angles to
form a head 62, which projects inwar dly, Kig.
9, and, engaging the end of a confining strip
63, limits the longitudinal movement of the
cover-sections. Notches 64 65 are formed on
the inner face of the section 32 adjacent to
the aperture 35, and clips 66 67 engagein said
notches, which clips are fixed to one end of
a cover-plate 68, mounted above and closing
the said aperture, the said plate being secured
at the opposite end by a latch or clip 69, of
any ordinary construction.

The casket, coffin, or burial-case may be
finished plain or with draperies, as desired,
without altering the spirit of my invention.

The casket, coffin, or burial-case is prefer-

“ably made in such length as to fit a cadaver

of medium size. When it 1s desired to in-
crease the length to favor a cadaver of greater
length than the medium, the end p01t10ns
are separated a sufficient dlstance and flush
plugs 30 31 inserted in their seats to prevent
contraction thereof, as well as to provide a
uniform edge to which a lining may be
secured.

The casket, coffin, or burial-case may be
lined and upholstered as desired.

What I claim is—

In an adjustable casket a main bottom hav-
ing reduced end portions with slots 50, 51
therein, and bossed portions 11, 12 at the cen-
ter, side panels 135, 14 fixed rigidly to the
bossed portions and forming parts of the
sides of the casket, aumhmy bottoms 16, 17

-mounted below the main bottom and overlap-
ping the same, serews mounted in the auxil-

1ary bottoms and traversing the slots.in the
main bottom, side boards and -end pleces

fixed to the auxiliary bottoms and inclosing

the main bottom, which. side boards overlap
the side panels and the end portions of the

“main bottom, a cover comprising three over-

lapping sections mounted on the body por-
tion, bars rigidly mounted on the central
section and adjustably connected to the end
section, and means for securing said cover to

“the body portion.

CREED H. RAMSEY.

In presence of—
E. W. FRUE,
J. JJ. DEAN.
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