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To all whom it maz Y CONCETN:

Be it known that we, HARRISON KEANE,
tallor, of The -Hill House Douglas, in the
county of Cork, and MICHAEL GUIDER a.c-
countant, of 27 Grand Parade, Cork, Ireland
have mvented new and useful Impr ovements
1 Trousers-Stretchers, (which has been pat-
ented in Great Brltam No. 8,657, November
16,1895,) of which the followmo is afull,clear,
and exact description.

Thisinventionrelatesto animprovementin
so-called “‘ trees” or *“ strefichers” for distend-
ing breeches (of buckskin, corduroy,and other
materlal such as used for hunting, riding,
and SpOI‘tlILﬂ‘ purposes) when not in wear or
during the operation of cleaning, pipe-clay-
ing, and drying, so as to prevent shrinkage
and maintain them in proper shape.

Heretofore the trees generally used for this
purpose have been actuated by mechanical
devices, which require special fitting or ad-
;]ustment to adapt the trees to the size and
shape of the breeches. Such mechanically-
actuated trees have necessarily been bulky
when packed for transport.

The object of this invention is to provide
a means of holding breeches distended which
18 not only ettremely light and portable, but
1s self-adapting to the size and shape of the
breeches, so as to more efficiently maintain
them in shape.

The Invention is-an improvement in that
class of stretchers which are capable of being
pneumatically inflated, the stretchers bemn'
made of vulcanized sheet caoutchoue, Such
as used for footballs, (or equivalent alr—-twht
material,) so seamed and shaped that when
the Stretchers are inflated within the breeches
they will accurately conform to the shape of
the breechesand hold the same distended; and
the 1Improvement resides in the prowsmn of
means, as hereinatter described and claimed,
for preventmﬂ the undue distension of the
inflated stretchers at the walst-opening of
the breeches where the expansion of the
stretchers is not resisted by the breeches.

Retference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
the appheatmn of the invention, and Fig. 3
is a like view showing the inflatable Stretch~
ers and 1ts accessories without the breeches.

In Fig. 1, A indicates the stretchers, and B |

the breeches

The stretchers are formed of an air-tight
bag shaped like a pair of breeches, except
that it is closed at the waist and at the ends
of the legs, an air-inlet valve C being pro-
vided for blowing up by the mouth or for the
attachment of an inflater or pump, as used
for pneumatic tires.

D is a cross brace or disk of leather or other
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material, with button-hole tabs d for attach-

ment to the brace-buttons of the breeches,
the cross brace or disk and tabs serving to
insure proper stretching of the body portion
of the breeches in the lengthwise direction,
to retain the air-bag within the breeches and
to prevent undue distension of the air-bag,
besides serving as a means of suspension
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from an overhead support by a loop and .

eye E.

The stretchers, when deflated, are inserted
within the breeches. The eross-brace D is at-
tached by its tabs d to the brace-buttons of
the breeches, and the air-bag is then blown
out, as represented in the drawings

We claim—

1. Stretehersfordistending riding and other
breeches, comprising a collap51ble breeches-
shaped alr-twht bag provided with an air-
inlet valve and ada;pted to be pneumatically
inflated, and a brace provided with fastening
devices ad&pted for attachment to the Walst-
band of the breeches to prevent undue dis-
tension of the waist portion of the breeches,
sald brace when connected to the waist por-
tion of the breeches also engaging the upper
end of the bag to retain the inflated bag in
position and insuring proper stretching of
the body portion of the breechesin the length-
wise direction, substantially as described.

2. Stretchers for distending riding and other
breeches, comprising a collapsible breeches-
shaped air-tight bag provided with an air-
inlet valve and adapted to be pneumatically
inflated, and a brace composed of a disk or
plate adapted for engagement with the in-
flated bag, gnd button hole-tabs secured to
sald disk and adapted for attachment to the
brace-buttons of the breeches, substantially
as described.

HARRISON KEANE.
MICHAEL GUIDER.

Witnesses:
T. W. KENNARD,
C. . CLARK.
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