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- slot and opening.
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Be it known that I, FREDERIC A. CLARK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Portland, in the county of Cumberland and
State of Maine, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Cheek-Pieces

for Bridle-Bits; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement
in bridle-bits for horses, and particularly to a
bit provided with cheek-pieces which prevent
the bit from being pulled laterally through
the mouth and at the same time acts as a
curb when desired.

My bit has at each end aremovable cheek-
piece having an opening in which fits theend
of the bit with a vertical slot connected with
said opening and being of sufficient length to
admit the ring of the bit. The lower ends of

the cheek-pieces are connected by means of &

chin-strap and the upper ends are provided
with loops or eyes into which the ends of the
overdraw-check are fastened. When an ad-
ditional curb action is desired, a stiffening
piece of metal is secured along the side of the
The cheek-pieces are So
adjusted that when a pull is exerted on the
reins and the horse’s head is drawn down they
act as levers, forcing the chin-strap up under

- the chin and the bit down on top of the jaw.
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I have illustrated a bitin the accompanying
drawings constructed according to my inven-
tion, and I have shown the samein position
in the horse’s mouth., =

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the bit; and Fig. 2 is a side view of a
horse’s head, showing the bit in position.

A represents the bit, which is here shown
as a straight bit, although the improvement
works well with bits of other construction.
B is the ring and C is the cheek-piece, which
has an opening ¢, in which the end of the bit
its. Connected with the opening ¢ is a ver-

that the ring B can pass through when the

cheek-piece is to be put on or taken off. In
co the upper end of the cheek-piece 1s the loop

tical slot ¢, extending upward far enough so

| or opening d, to which is secured the lower

end of the overdraw-check . Thelower ends
of the two cheek-pieces are connected by
means of a lateh or strap D, adapted to pass
under the horse’s chin and to be adjusted as
to its length to fit loosely or closely. The ad-
justment is effected by the buckle e.

It will be seen that when a pull is exerted
on the reins the head will be drawn down and
an upward pull exerted on the upper ends of
the cheek-pieces by the overdraw-check.

The cheek-piece will turn on the bit as a
pivot and the chin-strap will be forced up
ander the horse’s chin, and the bitat the same
time will be held down against the upper side
of the jaw. -

If the cheek-pieces are made of ordinary
leather, the pressure of the chin-strap will be
comparatively light, because the upper por-
tion of the cheek-pieces will bend under the

pull of the checkrein; but if a more severe
check is required a stI

| fening-piece f, preter-
ably of metal, is secured to each cheek-piece
on one side of the slot and opening. This stiff-
ening-piece may be secured on the inside of
the cheek-piece, as herein shown, or on the
outside; butif it is on the inside next to the
horse’s mouth it must be of thin metal and
smoothed off so as not to chafe the surface of
the skin. |

It will be seen that my device takes the
place of the old style of washers or cheek-
pieces, which required to be held apart by
hand when the bit was put into the mouth,
and that it forms a practical check-bit, which

ing pulled down.
I claim— |
1. The herein-described bit having a re-
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holds the jaw firmly and prevents it from be-

movable cheek-piece at each end thereof, each 9o

of said cheek-pieces having an opening in
which the end of the bit proper fits, said open-
ing connecting with a vertical slov which ex-
tends upward from it and having a loop at
the upper end to receive the overdraw-check,
the lower ends of the cheek-pieces being con-
to pass under the chin. |

9. The herein-described bit having a re-
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nected by means of a latch or strap adapted

movable cheek-piece at each end thereof, each too
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of said cheek-pieces having an opening in |

which the end of the bit proper fits,said open-
ing connecting with a vertical slot which ex-

tends upward from it and having a loop at

the top to receive the end of the overdraw-
check and a stiffening-piece secured to said
cheek-piece at one side of said opening and
slot, the lower ends of said cheek-pieces be-

Ing connected by means of a latch or strap
adapted to pass under the chin. o

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FREDERIC A. CLARK.
Witnesses:

S. W. BATES,
E. DUDLEY FREEMAN.
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