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Lo all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLiaAM H. NOYES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
buryport, in the county of Essex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Combs, of which the
following 1s a spemﬁcatwn reference being

~ had to the accompanying drawings.
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The object of my invention is %o so form
the back of a comb that it will be of the de-
sired strength throughout and that the body
of the comb may be made of more than one
piece, the invention consisting in a comb
having a metallic casing for the back con-
structed and applied as hereinafter set forth,
and specifically peinted out in the claims.

In the drawings, IFigure 1 shows a comb
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 shows a
comb formed of one plece and before apply-
ing the metallic casing. Fig. 3 shows two

parts of a comb before applying. the metallic

casing. Fig. 4 shows the metallic casing be-
fore being applied to the comb. FKig. 5, drawn
on a larger scale, shows a transverse section
on line 5 5 1n Flﬂ' 1.

The body of the comb A is made of horn
or other suitable material, and of one piece,
as shown in Fig. 2, or of tWwo pieces a and 0,
as shown 1n Fig. 3. The back ¢ is so formed
that 1t is considerably broader in the middle
than at the ends, 1s somewhat rounded at the
back edge, and is provided with a longitudi-
nal groove d on each side, which is rectan-
ﬂ‘ular In transverse section. The metallic
casing B for the back is formed of a single
piece, and is of a shape when applied to a
comb that its interior will fit the back edge
of the back of the body or horn portion of the
comb. This casing is therefore wider in the
middlie than at the ends, the forward edges
being straight, so as to be closed down into
the rectangular grooves d, as shown in Figs.
1 and 5. "The ends of the casing are also
closed over the ends of the comb, as shown.

I am well aware that a comb has heretofore
been made having the back of one piece with
the body of the comb and shaped as shown,
butwithout the longitudinal grooves d. Iam
also aware that a comb has heretofore been
made provided with a metallic casing, which,
however, has been straight, nearly circular
in transverse section, and of the same width
1n the middle as at the ends.

Such casing |

has been applied by sliding the same endwise
onto the back of the comb. Such combs
have not been of the desired strength or stifi-
ness at their middle part, unless of heavy
metal, and it has been difficult to make the
body or horn portion of two pieces, owing to
the form of the metallic casing, which, being
circular, would allow one part to swing with
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reference to the other, so that the two parts

would not be in the same plane.

By my invention the back of the comb is
oreatly strengthened where strength is espe-
cially required, and the casing is so closed
down onto the horn portion as to be held se-
curely, particularly on account of the rectan-
gular form of the grooves d.

1t 1s offen demmble to make long combs
from stock out of which only short lengths
can be cut.
formed and applied as herein specified such
short lengths having their adjacent ends
butted closely together may be employed to
form a comb, and will be securely held in
their proper relative position.

I claim as my invention—

1. A comb having a back wider at the mid-
dle than at the ends, and a straight, longitu-
dinal and rectangular groove in each side of
the back, and provided with & casing of which
the interior is of the same size and shape as
the exterior of said back, said casing having
straight, longitudinal edges which are closed
into said grooves, whereby the casing is se-

By means of the metallic casing
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curely and closely held throughout its length -

on said back, substantially as and for the pur-

pose set forth.

2. A comb having the body thel eof formed
of several pieces placed end to end, a back
wider at the middle than at the ends, and a
straight longitudinal groove in each side of
the back, and provided with a casing of which
the interior is of the same size and shape as
the exterior of said back, said casing having
straight, longitudinal edges which are closed

into said grooves, whereby the casing and

parts of the comb are closely and securely
held in their proper position with reference
to each other, substantially as specified.

WILLIAM H. NOYES.

Witnesses:
Epw. DUMMER,
L. S_. WHITNEY.
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