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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 865,301, dated August 4, 1896.

Application filed March 31, 1896,

serial No. 586,530. (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, ARcHIA L. Ross, of
New York city, in the county and State of

New York, haveinvented anewand Improved
Runner for Stoops and Sidewalks, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

T'he object of the invention is to pr owde &

new and improved covering or runner-for

stoops and sidewalks of priva-te houses, thea-
ters, and other buildings, to permit persons
to readily ascend and descend the steps with-

out danger of slipping and falling in icy.

weather, the device being very simple and
durable in c¢onstruction, neat in appearance,
and readily applied or removed and folded

up for storing in a comparativelysmall space.

The invention consists principally of a se-
ries of mats flexibly connected with each
other, each mat being adapted to hook with
18 rear end upon hooks permanently %ecured
on the steps of the building.

The invention also consists of certain parts
and details and combinations of the same, as
will be fully described hereinafter, and then

pointed out in the claims.

Reference istobe had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improve-
ment as applied, with the stoop and part of
the hounse In section. Fig. 2 is a front eleva-
tion of the same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged per-
spective view of the improvement as applied
and with parts broken out. Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of the gutter end of the run-
ner. Iig.disa perspectwe view of a locking
device for the mat as apphed and with parts
broken out, and Fig. 6 is a sectional side ele-

‘vation of the improvement as applied.

The 1improved covering or runner for the
stoop and sidewalk consists of a series of
mats A, made of rubber or like material and
prefembly luted longitudinally, as indicated

in Fig. 1, to permit a person to get a secure
foothold on the mat when steppmg thereon.
Kach mat A i1s bound at its ends by lat-
eral top and bottom strips B and C, con-
nected with each other by suitable 11Vets
passing through the mat, the inner ends of
the bottom strip C

being rigidly connected

with each other by a longitudinal strip C/,
formed with openings C¢ at the junction of

the strip C with the vertically-extending

flange C° integral with the strip C'. The

openings C? are adapted to engage hooks D,

fastened to the under side of the steps K of
the stoop, said hooks being made of thin
metal driven in the joint between the adja-
cent steps, to permit of fastening the rear end
of the hook to the under side of the top step,
as plainly indicated in Kig. 1. Thus the
hooks D are permanent on the steps H, and
in applying the mats the strips C’ are sunply
hooked upon the hooks D to prevent lateral
and longitudinal movement of the mats on
the steps -

The front ends of the top Stmps B of one

mat are flexibly connected, preferably by

chains F, with the flange C3 of the next mat
below, so that when the runner is not in use
the sevelal mats can be readily folded one
on the top of the other to be stored away in
a comparatively small space. The outerends
of the strip C of the lowermost mat A are
preferably curved to form spring-hooks C4,
adapted to engage the front end of the tread
E' of the lowermost step E, as indicated in
Kig. 1.

As shown in Fig. 2, the several mats are
placed near one of the railings of the stoop,
with the upper mat at the.door-step, Some-
what at one side, to permit a person to con-
veniently reach the door. In this case only
a single chain K is employed for connecting
the top mat with the next following one, and
the free end of the outermost strip Cis formed
with a hook similat to the hook C* on the
lowermost mat.

The mats for the sidewalk E?are connected
with each other by chains I, as described
above in reference to the mats on the stoop;

‘but only the mat near the first step is formed

with a strip ' for engagement with a hook
D, fastened to the edge of the flagstone next
to the step, as mdlcated in g, 1. |

The outermost mat-A—thatis, the one near-
est the curb—has its bottom strip C formed
with notched downwardly -bent flanges C°,
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adapted to engage pins G, prmectmn from

the edge of the ﬂa,ﬂ*gm sm_d flanges C° being
connected with each other by a rod C° which
permits of swinging the flanges C° upon the
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- between the bolts and the flange C°.
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pins G, so as to securely hold the runner in |

place.

If desired, a suitable locking device may

be employed for securely holding each mat

firmly down on the top of the step; but ordi-
narily such device is not necessary.

As shown in Fig. 5, the locking device con-
sists of two bolts H, fitted to slide in suitable

bearings on the strip C' and adapted tomove:

the latter
The
inner or adjacent ends of the boltsare formed
with vertical finger-pieces, pressed apart by
a spring I, said finger-pieces being adapted
to be taken hold of by the operator to move

in front of the hooks D to clamp

the bolts H toward each other and bring the

same out of engagement with the hooks D.

Now it will be seen that by the arrange-
ment described the runner may be readily
put in place on the stoop or the sidewalk or
removed therefrom whenever desired, it be-
ing understood that said runner permits a
person to readily ascend or descend the steps
without danger of falling or slipping in win-
try or icy weather.,

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as newand desire to secure by Letters
Patent— | |

1. A covering or runner for stoops and side-
walks comprising a series of mats flexibly
connected with each other each mat being
provided at the rear with a strip having an
upturned flange and formed with openings,
and hooks permanently secured to the steps
and adapted to be engaged by the said open-

~ings, substantially as described. -

40

9. A covering orrunner for stoops and side-
walks, comprising a series of mats, each pro-
vided at the rear with a strip formed with
openings and having an upturned flange,
chains for connecting the mats with each

other, hooks permanently secured to the steps

and adapted to be engaged by the said open-
ings, and locking devices for fastening the
said mats to said hooks, substantially as set

- forth.

3. A runner for stoops and sidewalks, com-
prising a series of mats, lateral top and bot-

tom strips connected with each other and to
the edge of the mat, near the side thereof, the
bottom strips being connected with each other
at their rear by a longitudinal strip having
an upturned flange and formed with open-
ings, and hooks permanently secured to the
stepand adapted to be engaged by saild open-
ings, substantially as shown and described.

4. A runnerfor stoops and sidewalks, com-

prising a series of mats, lateral top and bot-

tom strips connected with each other and to
the edge of the mat, near the side thereof, the

| bottom strips being connected with each other

at their rear by a longitudinal strip having
an upturned flange and formed with open-
ings, hooks permanently secured to the step
and adapted to be engaged by said openings,
and chains for connecting the front ends of
the top strips with the upturned flange of
the longitudinal strip for the next mat, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

5. Arunner for stoops and sidewalks, com-
prising a series of mats, lateral top and bot-
tom strips connected with each other and to

| the edge of the mat, near the side thereof, the
| bottom strips being connected with each other

at their rear by a longitudinal strip having

| an upturned flange and formed with open-

ings, and hooks permanently secured to the

50

55

6o

05

70

75

step and adapted to be engaged by said open-

ings, some of the mats having their lateral
bottom strips formed into hooks, substan-
tially as shown and described. -

6. A runner for sidewalks, comprising a se-
ries of mats having lateral top and bottom
strips riveted together on the mat, chains for
connecting the strips of one mat with those
of the next following mat, hooks engaged by
the mat next to the step, and pins fixed in
the sidewalk and adapted to be engaged by
depending notched flanges on the bottom

strips of the outermost mat, substantially as’

shown and deseribed. .
ARCHIA 1. ROSS.

Witnesses:
THEO. G. HOSTER,
JAMES M. HENLEY.
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