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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK WESTER-
BECK, of the city of St. Louis, in the State of
Missouri, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvementin Cans, of whieh the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to certain i1mprove-
ments in cans which are of parallelepipedon
form, and of the class generally employed for
oysters; and my invention consists in fea-

tures of novelty hereinafter fully described,

and pointed out in the claim. |
Figure Iis a top view of my improved can.

- Fig. IT is a vertical section taken on line II

II, Fig. I. Fig. IIlis a vertical section taken
on line III III, Fig. I. Fig. 1V is a vertical
section similar to Fig. II, in which 1 have
shown the present common form of oyster-
can. F¥ig. V is a vertical section taken on
line V V, Fig. 1V. |

In oyster-cans of parallelepipedon form, as
at present made, there is a very material de-
fect, and it is the object of my invention to
overcome this faultin the construction of the
cans. This faulty construction lies in the
formation of the oblong top of the can, which
is, as at present formed, of a straight piece
of tin, and ‘which in the ordinary process of
manufacture is bent out of shape by the pres-
sure of the can-making-machine dies against
the sides of the can, causing the central por-
tion of the top around the mouth to become
depressed, as shown in Ifigs. IV and V, so
that it is difficult to securely solder the cover
over the mouth of the can, and even where a
tight joint around the can-mouth is effected
it is accomplished at a very considerable ex-
penditure of soldering material and labor,

both of which losses are material ones to |

the packer in packing large quantities of 0ys-

ters.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
parallelepipedon-shaped body of the can, and
2 the oblong top. In the top is the usual
mouth 3, which, when the can is filled, is
closed by the cover 4, secured to the top 2 by
solder run into a groove 5, formed around the
mouth 3. |

For the purpose of strengthening the top ot
the can and preventing its being bent down-
ward in the process of making the can, I form
transverse parallel straight ribs 6 in the top
2, one on each side of and contiguous to the

top, which ribs afford sufficient resistance to
prevent the bending of the top of the can, 80
that the surface of thesaid top retainsits lev-
elness in the finished can, allowing the cover
4 to fit tightly all around the edge of the can-
mouth, as clearly illustrated in -Figs. 11 and

| III, and in which case but a single strip of
solder is sufficient to firmly secure the cover

to the top.
I claim as my invention—

A can comprising a body of parallelepipe-
don shape formed with an oblong top having
a circular central opening, of a diameter ap-
proximately the width of the top, a circular
oroove around the edge of the central open-

ing and two parallel straightribs located con-

tiguous to, on opposite sides of the central
opening, and extending part way across the
top leaving spaces between them and the cen-
tral opening, and a circular cover fitting in
the circular groove around the central open-
ing, substantially as described. |
FREDERICK WESTERBECK.
In presence of—
K. S. KNIGHT,
G. E. EBERSOLE.
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