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fo all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM C. BURGUM, a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Pltts-
burg, in the county of Alle U‘heny and State of

‘Pennsylvania, haveinvented certain newand

useful Improvements in Detachable Handles
and Lifters; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, c¢lear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
detachable handles and lifters especially de-
signed for cooking utensils; but owing to the
construction of my device it may be advan-
tageously employed forlifting or moving other
and larger vessels than those usually em-
ployed for cooking purposes, such as pots and
kettles used for various manufacturing pur-
poses.

Many handles and lifters heretofore made
are in the form of tonﬂ‘s and give I'ISG to many

- objections.
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The object of my invention is the produc-
tion of a durable, cheap, and simple device
that can be readily applied to a vessel and as
readily removed therefrom when desired.

With this end in view my invention con-
sists, 1n general terms, of a single handle
having automatlc gripping-jaws seeurely at-
tached at one end.and a spring -actuated

thumb-piece for locking the jaws against the

vessel or object to be grasped when the same

1s held by the jaws, all as more fully herein-

after described and particularly claimed.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which-—

Kigure 1 1s a side view showing my inven-
tion as gripping a cooking utensﬂ Hig. 2, a
side view, partly in sectlon showmn* the JAWS
open; and Iig. 3, a top plcm View.

Referring 1;0 the drawings, ¢ is the han-
dle, made of wood or metal, as may be de-
sired, and of any desirable shape and size.
Near the forward end the handle, on either
side, 1s provided with cut-away portions «'.
The forward end of the handle terminates in
an enlarged part b, having an upwardly-in-
clined face O, extendmﬂ* at right angles to
the handle, and which constltutes the lower
stationary jaw of the two clamping Ja,ws

¢ are plates set into the cut-away portions

of the bandle, and each is pr owded with an
ear .

e 18 the upper movable jaw. This jaw is
pivoted to the handle ¢ at a point x, and for
this purpose the jaw is bifurcated at its inner
end, the two parts passing down on either
side of the handle and the plates ¢, and the
pivot passing through the two parts, the
plates ¢ and the handle.
so hung that in its normal position it is closed
upon the face 6’ of the lower jaw b.

In order that the jaws may not scratch the
vessel, as they would in some cases were they
both made of metal, 1t is preferable to insert
a block of wood f in the upper jaw.

g 1s a spring-actuated thumb-piece and is
set between the ears d of the plates. A cross-
slot /2 is formed in the upper jaw e and is so
situated that when the thumb - piece ¢ is
pressed forward it enters this slot, thereby
locking the jaws together.

1 1s a flat metal spring located on the han-
dle a¢ between the two plates ¢, and one end
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The upper jaw is
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of which is securely fastened to the handle.

Its other end is coiled and held in place by
the ears d. A slight depression ¢’ is cut out
of thehandle about midway the length of the
spring and under it to afford room for its
operation. The coiled part of the spring

pressesslightly against the thumb-piece when

the same is not pressed forward, and in doing
so causes the thumb-piece to be held in a po-
sition above the handle to be readily moved
forward when desired. The thumb-piece ¢
18 provided with a downwardly - projecting
lug, against which the pressure of the spring
1s exerted when the thumb-piece is moved
torward and backward. When the thumb-
plece 1s pressed forward, the spring holds it
down against the upper jaw and also holds it
1In proper position after it has been fr eed from
the jaw and pushed back. |

- In order that the clamping-jaws may be
readily applied and grip the object, the mov-
able upper jaw is provided at its mose with
an outwardly-curved lip +%, and the other part

of the same jaw is curved to correspond. to the |

rim or that part of anordinary vessel to which
the invention is to be applied. When -the

t Jaws are applied fo the edge or rim of a ves-
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sel, the upper pivoted jaw is thrown upward
and backward, the rim is entered between
the jaws, the face of the lower jaw presses
against the outside of the vessel, and the piv-

oted jaw is then thrown forward over the rim,

which is clamped between the nose of the
pivoted jaw and the face of the stationary
jaw. In this position the side of the vessel
acts as a fulerum Dby which the pressure of
the handle is exerted upwardly against the
nose of the movable jaw. The action of the
jaws to this extent is automatic, and 1t 18 not
necessary when it is simply desired to move

or lift the vessel from one position to another-
to lock the jaws; but when it 1s desired to

lift and turn the vessel or to partly turn 1tin
order to pour out its contents or a portion of

its contents, then the thumb-piece is pressed |

forward and the clamping - jaws securely
locked, thereby securing a more rigid grip on

the vessel and permitting it to be turned

withouttfearof the handle becoming detached.

564,469

~ Having thus described myinvention, what
T claim is— | | |

A lifter, of the class described, consisting
of a handle terminating at one end in an en-
larged part having an inclined face substan-
tially at right angles to the handle and con-
stituting the lower stationary jaw of the lifter,
an upper movable jaw pivoted to said handle
below said lower jaw, said upper jaw curved
so as to extend over and engage with the ob-
ject to be lifted opposite the face of the lower
jaw, whereby a vessel may be automatically
oripped between the said jJaws, and means on

the handle forlocking the jaws, substantially

as described. -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of {wo witnesses.

WILLIAM. C. BURGUM.

Witnesses:
W. G. DOOLITITLE,
JOHN M. PRESCOTT, Jr.
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