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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, EDWIN J. STRONG, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Plover, in the county of Pocahontas
and State of Iowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wagon - Body
Lifters; and I do hereby declare the following
to be afull, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
1n the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, and to letters of ref-

erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

This invention relates to impr ovements in
wagon-body lifters, the object of the same be-
ing to provide an appamtus for removing a
wagon - body from its bed or running-gear
and support saild body in an elevated posi-
tion, so that it can be readily replaced when
desired.

The invention consists in the construction

and combination of the parts, as will be here-

inafter fully set forth, and particularly point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, qure 1is a Slde
view showing the parts of the apparatus in
their relative posfolons pmor to the raising of
the wagon-body. IKig. 2 is a side view show-
ing the position of the parts in the act of rais-
ing the wagon-body, and Iig. 3 1s a plan view
of the apparatus.

Incarryingout myinvention I firmly secure
in the ground, or in a barn or shed, two sets
of posts or standards a, ¢', and a*, the said
sets of posts or standards being located a suit-
able distance from each other to allow the
passage of a wagon between them.

To the posts @ and o' on each side of the
passage-way are pivoted bars or levers A and
A’, the upper ends of which are connected to
longitudinal beams B B, to which they are
pivoted by pins b, two of said pivot-pins pro-
jecting beyond the outer edges of the longi-
tudinal beams, so as to be engaged by notched
bars C C, which are pivoted at their lower
ends to the posts a®. The longitudinal beams

B also carry guides b’ which prevent lateral
movement of the notched bars C and ther eby
insure their engagement with the pins 0.

D deswnates a pawl which is pivoted to the

lonﬂ*ltudmal beams B by the ends of the lat-
emlly-extended members d d thereof engag-
ing loops B, which are passed veltmaHy
through said beams and are connected at
their 10W61 ends by a plate, and between these
plates and the beams B are interposed helical
springs b°, said springs serving to permit a
movement of the loops B’ should undue strain
come upon the pawl. It will be noted that
by this arrangement the pawl can be readily
connected to and disconnected from the lon-
gitudinal beams B, which is necessary in the
operation of the apparatus, as the space be-
tween the longitudinal beams should be free
to permit the passage of the wagon.

When the apparatus is in position to raise
the wagon-body, the parts are arranged in the
position shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, with
the longitudinal beams B resting upon the
upper ends of the posts ¢', the notched bars
C resting against the pins b and the pawl D

| removed, Now after the wagon is moved into

position between the longitudinal beams the
ends of the pawl D are passed under the loops
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B’ and the free end of said pawl caused to -

engage the rear part of the running-gear,
cross-bars e ¢ being placed under the wagon-
body and rest upon the longitudinal beams B.

When the parts are so arranged, the wagon is -

drawn forward and the longitudinal beams |5
will be raised through the intervention of the
pawl D and carry the wagon-body with them
untilsaid wagon-body moves free of the stand-
ards to which 1t is connected, the notched
bars C acting to hold the parts in their ele-
vated position. . When the running-gear of
the wagon is being drawn forward from under
the body, the pa,wl D Wlll swing clear of the
same.

Having thus descllbed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
P&tent 18—

1. In an apparatus for elevating wagon-
bodies, the combination, of & pair of 101:1 o~
tudinal beams, levers connected at their up-
perendstothelongitudinal beams, apawl car-
ried by the longitudinal beams, and notched
bars which engage said longitudinal beams
to hold them in an elevated position, sub-
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stantially as shown and for the purpose set

forth.
2. The combination of the longitudinal
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beams B B, bars A and A pivoted at their
lower ends to suiftable .supports and at their
upper ends to said longitudinal beams, a pawl
removably connected to the lonmtudmal
beams and adapted to engage the running-
gear of the wagon, and means for suppmtinﬂ'

the longitudinal beams in an elevated posi--

tion, Substantlally as shown and described.
3. In an apparatus for lifting and support-
ing wagon-bodies, the combmatmn of longi-

1311-:'1111&1 beams B B bars A and A’ pwoted to |

said beams and to suitable supports, loops B’
passed vertically thr ou oh the lon ﬂ'ltudmal

beams, and intérposed springs b Whmh bear

against the loops or plates carried thereby;
together with a pawl D removably connected
to the loops, and notched bars C pivoted to
supports and adapted to engage pins which
projectirom the longitudinal beams, substan-
tially as shown and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ONG.

EDWIN J. STR

Witnesses:
P. VW. SMITH,
F. D. HADDEN.
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