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LOCKING MEANS FOR OPERATING-HANDLES OF BREECH-LOADING GUNS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 504,440, dated July 21, 1896.
- Application filed Januﬂerl, 1896, Serial No.577,494. (No model.) -

To all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM MASON, of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
Improvement in Firearms; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with the acecompanying drawings and the
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—
Kigure 1, a broken view, in side elevation, of

a gun containing my invention; Fig. 2, a plan

view of the magazine and action-bar with the
barrel of the gun removed; Fig. 3, a view in
transverse section on the line ¢ b of Fig. 1.
My invention relates to an improvement in
that class of firearms the action mechanism
of which is operated by means of a sliding
handle located forward of the frame of the
arm, and adapted to be reciprocated in a line

or substantially parallel with the longitudi-

nal axis of the gun-barrel, the principal ob-
ject of my present invention being to prevent
the gun from being prematurely opened by
the user in the interval between the falling
of the hammer and the explosion of the car-

‘tridge in case he pulls rearward upon the

sliding handle at the time of firing the gun.

With these ends in view my invention con-

sists in the combination, with a fixed lug lo-
cated upon the magazine of the arm, of a lug
located upon the action-bar of the sliding
hf},n}flle and traveling back and forth there-
with. -
My invention further consists in certain
details of construction and combinations of
parts, as will be hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the claims.

In carrying out my invention I locate a
beveled stop-lug or projection A upon the
magazine A', and nearly in the center of the
upper face thereof, as shown in Fig. 3. This

lug may be made integral with the magazine

or independently thereof and brazed there-
to. Iis outer edge is beveled, as at a, for co-
action with a stop-lug B, located within the
extreme forward end of the action-bar B/,
which 18, as shown, secured to a metal sleeve
B?, by means of which it is connected with
the sliding handle C, which is moved back

and forth on the magazine A’ in a line sub-
stantially parallel with the longitudinal axis

of the gun-barrel D. The rear end of the

action-bar is provided with an inwardly-pro-
jecting operating-lug B? through the medium
of which 1t is connected with the action mech-
anism of the arm, said mechanism being of
any approved construction. |
When in the operation of thearm thesliding
handle is pushed forward, and just before it
reachesthe limit of its forward movement, the
lug B engages with the beveled edge « of the
Iug A, whereby the lug B is crowded slightly
outward and downward, and the action-bar
B’ given a slight torsional twist, causing the

| sliding handle at the same time to rotate

slightly on the magazine. Then, when the
sliding handle reaches the limit of its forward
movement, the lug B passes in front of the
lug A, when the torsional strain under which
the action-bar B’ has been placed immediately
operates to throw the lug B in front of the
lug A with a corresponding reverse rotation
of the handle upon the magazine. Itisplain
now that the sliding handle is positively
blocked and held in its forward position, and

that any rearward draft that the user may

exert upon 1t cannot pull it back and endan-
ger the premature opening of the gun, which
can only be done by the rotation of the han-
dle by the user sufficiently to twist the action-
bar enough to clear the lug B from the lug A,
after which the handle may be drawn back.
I may point out that the recoil of the gun does
not in this case release the sliding handle for
rearward movement. |

It 1s apparent that in carrying out my in-
vention some changes from the construction
shown and described may be made, and I
would therefore have it understood that I do
not limit myself to such construction, but hold
myself at liberty to make such changes and
alterations as fairly fall within the spirit and
scope of my invention. |

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | |

1. In a firearm, the combination with a fixed
stop-lug or projection, of a sliding handle, a
lug moving therewith and engaging with the

| fixed lug at the limit of the forward move-
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~ slight rotary movement thereupon, an action-
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ment of the handle for blockmﬂ the rea,rwmd_
movement of the handle ﬂ,ﬂ"amst direct rear-

ward draft for which the ].’ldlldl@ must be re-
leased by turning it slight. y to clear the lug
connected with it from the fixed lug qubst:zm-
tially as described.

2. Inafir earm, the combination with a fixed
stop-lug or pro,]ectlon having one edge bev-

eled, of astop-lug or proj eetlon tr avelmﬂ‘ with
the shdmﬂ ]mndle of the arm, and engaging
with the ﬁxed stop-lug or proj iection when the

handle is at the limib of its forward move-
ment, and blocking the rearward movement

thereof against direct rearward draft, the two

lugs being disengaged by a lateral movement

of the movablelug, substantially asdescribed.
. In a firearm, the combination with a mag-

azme of a fixed stop Jug located thereupon
f-‘éhdmg handle ad&pted to be moved back
and forth on the said magazine and to have a

bar connected with the sliding handle and ex-

tending rearward therefrom, and a stop-lug

_loeated at the forward end of the .‘ELCth]l-bELl‘

and coacting with the fixed lug before men-
tioned to plaue the action-bar under torsional
strain, and engaging with the forward end of

‘the fixed lug when the handle is at the limit
of 118 forward movement in which it 18 locked

againstrearward movement under direct rear-
ward dratt except as the sliding bar is first

,i*ota,ted to twist the action-bar and clear the
-lug thereof from the fixed lug or projection,

substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

WILLIAM MASON.

Witnesses:
DANIEL . VEADER,
W. S. BALDWIN,
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