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To all whom tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, JAMES GEORGE RITZ,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Newberg, in the county of Yamhill and State
of Oregon, have invented a new and useful
Devicp for Raising and Lowering Buggy-
Tops, of which the follo*ﬁ ingis a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
devices for raising and lowering buggy-tops.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of devices for rais-
ing and lowering buggy-tops, and to provide
a simple, inexpensive, and efficient one which
will enable a buggy-top to be readily raised
and lowered without necessitating the occu-
pant of the vehicle changing his position.

A further object of the mventlon is to pro-
vide such a device which will counterbalance
the weight of the buggy-top, so that it will
require but Little force to raise and lower it.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of

- parts, hereinafter fully described, illustrated
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' located at one end of the seat, in convenient |

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portlon of a bug ggy provided with

a device for raising and lowering the bugegy- |

top, constructed in accordance with this in-
vention. Fig. 2 1s a sectional view illustrat-
ing the p051t1011 of the parts when the buggy-
t0p 1s lowered.

Like numerals of reference deswn&te COT-
responding parts In both figures of the draw-
Ings.

1 designates a transverse rock-shaft jour-
naled in suitable bearings at the back of a
bugey-seat 2, and connected at its terminals
with the lower sections of the rear or main
braces 3of a folding buggy-top 4, constructed
in any suitable manner. The rock-shaft,
which is provided with an operating-arm 5,

is adapted to be partially rotated to swing the

lower sections of the main or rear braces 3 to
break the joints to lower the buggy-top, or to
swing the lower sections of the braces upward
to raise the top of the buggy. -

The operating-arm of the rock-shaft is

1each of the occupant or operator, and in or- 5o

der to enable the buggy-top to be raised and
lowered with but little force it 18 counterbal-
anced by a spiral spring 6, The spiral spring
6 1s connected at one end to the operating
arm at a point intermediate of the ends there-

of, and 1ts other end is connected with the

bugegy-seat, preferably at the joint.or pivotal
connection of the buggy-top, and as the top
is lowered the spring is distended to support
the weight of the same; and 1n raising the
buggy-top the spring assists the operator.
When the buggy-topisraised and is supported
by the rear braces, the spring is relaxed and
is subjected to no StI‘ELHl

It will be seen that the device for raising
and lowering buggy-tops is exceedingly sim-
ple and inexpensive in construction, and that
it counterbalances the weight of the buggy-
top and enables it to be easily and conven-
lently raised and lowered, and prevents the
buggy-top from folding suddenly and injur-
ing it or the buggy.

Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to

without departing from the principle or sacri-

ficing any of the advantages of thisinvention.

What I claim 18— _
The combination with a buggy-top. pro-
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vided with a folding top, of arock-shaft jour-

naled in suitable bearings at the back of the
seat and secured to and supporting the lower
sections of the rear or main braces of the
buggy-top, an operating-arm extending for-
ward from the rock-shaft and rotated at one
end of the seat, and a spiral spring secured

at one end to the operating-arm, connected

at its other end with the buggy-seat and
adapted to counterbalance the weight of the
buggy-top and assist in raising the same, sub-
stantially as described. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto afiixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES GEORGE RITZ,
Witnesses:
W. T. MACY,
F. C, MILLS,
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