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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, FELIX TRAMBLAY, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Box-Fasteners; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and

to the letters of reference marked thereon,

which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to an improved lock
or catch for file-cases, a lock embodying the
present invention being applicable either to
pasteboard, fiber, or other analogous boxes or
cases wherein the sides are more or less yield-
ing or resilient, or to wooden boxes having
unylelding sides.

Among the objects of the invention is to
provide a lock of simplified and improved con-
struction, satisfactory in use, and capable of
being reliably secured 1in position upon the
case with the utmost facility.

Theinvention consistsin the matters herein-
after described,and more particularly pointed
out in the appended claims, and may be more
readily understood by reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a view in central vertical section

of a file-case provided with a lock or catch -

embodying my invention. Kig. 21s a central
vertical section, enlarged, of the lid-cateh and
fragmentary portions of the meeting edges of
a file-case to which the catch isapplied. Iig.
3 1s an enlarged front elevation of the lower
member of the catch with a part of the front
of the box to which it is attached. Fig. 4 is
an enlarged view of the upper member of the
calch and with a fragment of the cover to
which it 1s attached, looking at the inner or
rear face of the front wall of said cover. Fig.
5 18 a perspective view of the upper membel
of the cateh.

Referring to the said “D'mes, the invention
is herein shown as applied to a file-case of the
usual construction, (designated as a whole by
the letter A, ) of which are shown the top strip
or ledge A’, the back A? bottom A3 front
wall A% and one of the end walls A® of the
box proper, and the top B, front wallor flange
B, and end flange B? of the lid-cover.

The front wall A* of the boxis hinged at its
lower margin, so as to drop or fold outwardly,

| and the top B of the cover is hinged to the

edge of the top strip or ledge A’ at b a short
distance from the rear edge of the box. The
front wall portion B’ of the cover is rigidly
secured to the top B, and is adapted to meet
the front A* when the latteris in vertical po-
sition.

The file-case 18 herein shown as plOVlded
with a single lock or catch secured upon the
meeting edﬂ'es of the two members centrally
theleof

Referring to the detail figures, E designates
the socket or receiving membel , and I‘ the

cateh or engaging member of the lock. As

herein shown, (although obviously the ar-
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rangement might be reversed,) the member E

1s secured to the upper edge of the front wall
A? of the box, while the membel F issecured

to the dependmrr front edge B’ of the cover.
" The member K is formed from sheet metal,

and comprises an end portion e,turned at right
angles to the main body, inserted through a
slita',extending transversely through the box,
and clenched upon the inside face of the lat-
ter, as shown at ¢, Figs. 1 and 2. At the
upper edge of the box-front A* the member
E is provided at each side with
clenching-strip ¢® €%, adapted to be clenched
over the edge of the box-front, and an inter-
mediate portion e, which is formed into an
outwardly-opening U-shaped socket or deep
transverse recess ¢!, adapted to receive the
engaging lip of the member X. From the
socket ¢* the end of the strip ¢’ is extended
upwardly and inwardly, so as to provide an
ineclined or beveled tongue adapted to guide

the member K into engagement with said

socket et. The beveled portion or tongue is
unsupported at its inner side, and will there-
fore have some slight resilience, but it need
not necessarily be made of spring metal.
The member K is also formed from sheet
metal, but i1s considerably wider than the
member E, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. Said
member comprises a

rest against the outer face of the cover B', (for
neatness of appearance, herein shown as of
semicircular form,) provided atits uppermar-
gin with apreng j, turned atright anglesin-
ward and inserted in the body of the cover,
a right-angled 11113111_1166[ portion /=, adapted to

rest aga,inst the lower edge of the cover, and

a Narrow

flat portion 7, adapted to
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the edﬂ'e of the cover.

tionin Lhe tongue ¢°.
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two clenching strips or arms /3 /3. The said
arms f° /% are bent upwardly and clenched
upon the inner face of the cover, in which po-
sition they serve, In congunctwn with the
stud f', to hold the member securely upon
The space or opening
between said arms f3 3 is sufficient to permit
the entrance of the tongue and socket por-
tions of the member E between them, and the
inner face of the cover is recessed or cut away
between said arms at f*, so as to permit the
engagement of the U-shaped socket ¢ with
the inturned edge 79 of the member ¥, which
extends between said arms f7° f°, as clear Iy

shown in Figs. 1, 2; and 8.
In operation the members E and I of the

cateh will slide into engagement automat-

ically when the lid 1s closed the resilience or

yielding of the front wall portmns B" and A*
insuring such action without any spring
In disengaging the [)&1*135
the front A of the box is forced inward suf-
ficiently to separate the members and thus
release the catch. DBoxes or cases of this
character being ordinarily made of paste-
board, thin wood, or analogous material, this
bendnw or springing of the front in order to
permit Lhe unfastening of the cateh will pro-
duce no injury.

- From the above descr 11)1;1011 it will be ap-

~parent that a lock or catch embodying my in-

vention can be very cheaply produced, while
at the same time its simplicity of operation,
efficiency, and utility are of a high order.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with a file-case body
and lid, of a locking device the members of
which are made of sheet metal, one of said

ac-

members being creased to form a transverse
socket and ]1*‘11;*&:’11‘1*D an inclined tongue, the
other of said members having a main part
adapted to be secured to the face of one mem-
ber of the case and being provided with a lip

‘bent at right angles to the said main part and

adapted to0 engage-said socket, substantially

as described.

The combination, with a file-case body

“and lid, of a catch consisting of two members,

one of which is provided with a transverse
socket, with an obliquely-arranged tongue

~and with a prong adapted to be inserted

through the wall of the case and clenched on
the IHSIdG of the same, and the other member

‘being provided withinturned arms embracing

the Ld“(} of the wall of the case, with an in-

turned free edge extending between said arms-

and adapted for engage ment with said recess,
and aprong adapted to be inserted in the case-
wall, substantially as described.

3. A cateh for file-cases, comprising a lower
member I provided with a prong e', a recess
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et, and an inclined tongue ¢° and an upper

member If having an GLtGllOl‘ portwn 1 pro-
vided with an inturned prong ', aninturned
portion f* provided with arms 73 and with a
free edge or flange f° extending between said
arms, Subsmntnlly as dese—mbed |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this ‘7’41&1 day of Ifeb-
ruary, A. D. 1896.

FELI}{ TRAMBLAY.

VYWitnesses:
J. B. ALEXANDER,

It I&. W AGGAMAN,
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