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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER PAICE, of
Dudbridge, Stroud, Gloucester county, Eng-
land, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Folding Chairs, (upon which
a British patent was granted to me April 23,
1894, No. 7,968;) and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side view of my said
improved folding chair. Fig. 2 is a top or
plan view thereof. Fig. 3is a plan view of
the chair when folded, and Fig. 4 is an edge
view thereof when folded. |

T'he object of my invention is to provide a

folding chair which shall be easy and com-

fortable to sit in, as well as simple and inex-
pensive in construction, and which embodies,
substantially, the features of a rocking-chair
without the use of ordinary rockers.

It consists of two pairs of crossed side
frame-pieces with connecting eross-bars be-
tween, for fastening them together, and to
which may be attached the ends of the can-

vas or other flexible seat; and of horizontal

braces, two for each side of the chair, with

one of each pair pivoted at the ends to the

aforesaid side frame-pieces above where they
cross each other, and the other ones of said

pairs pivoted at the ends to said side frame-

pleces below, where they crossas will be here-
mnafter more fully set forth. .

To enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to better understand
the nature and purpose thereof, I will now
proceed to describe it more in detail.

In the drawings, A A represent the long
side fraimne -pieces above alluded to, which
serve as supports for the back, and extend
down forward under the seat to form the front
legs of the chair. o

B b are shorter side frame-pieces, which
cross sald long frame-pieces diagonally when
the chair is open, and whose upper ends
serve as supports for the front of the seat,
while their lower ends extend down under the
back of said seat and form the rear legs of
the chair.

C C are two horizontal braces, one for each

Fig. 1.

side of the chair, arranged above, where the
side frame-pieces cross each other when open,
one end of each being pivoted to the long
frame-pieces A A, and their other ends to the
shorter frame-pieces B B. | |

D D are two horizontal side braces, ar-
ranged below, where the side frame-pieces

cross, and which are pivoted at the ends to

said frame-pieces, the same as braces C C.
(See Fig. 1 of the drawings.)

The frame - pieces A A and B B are con-

nected by suitable cross-bars E, F, G, and H,
and also, preferably, by the cross-bar I; but
the latter bar is not essential. |

The canvas, or other flexible material J,
which forms the seat, is fastened at one end
to the cross-bar K atthe upper ends of the long
frame-pieces A A, which extend up from the
front legs to form the back, and at the other
end to the cross-bar F at the upper ends of
the other frame-pieces B B, which extend up
from the back legs to form the front of the
seat, sufficient slack being provided to pro-
duce the desired shape of seat when the chair
18 opened or extended for use, as is shown in
The cross-bars E F thus serve the
double purpose of fastening the upper ends
of the side frame-pieces together, and to sup-
port the seat J, as aforesaid, and the cross-
bars G H serve to fasten the lower ends of

sald frame-pieces together.

If desired, metal corner-braces ¢ may be
used where the cross-bars are attached to the

frame-pieces to stiffen the frame, but I do

not limit myself thereto.
By thus constructing a folding chair with
two horizontal side braces on each side, piv-

| oted at four points, as previously described,

it will at once be seen that the person sitting
in the chair may rock back and forth in a

similar manner to that when ordinary rockers.

are attached to the bottom of a chair, the

‘pivoted side braces permitting the side frame-

pieces A and B to swing up and down on their
floor-bearings,to conform with the movements
of the person rocking in the chair. In said

rocking movements the frame-pieces A A
swing on the pivots connecting their bottom
ends with the forward ends of the bottom side
braces D D and on the pivots connecting said
frame-pieces with the rear ends of the upper
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side braces C C, said braces C C swinging up
and down with the frame-pieces A A on the

pivots connecting the forward ends thereof
with the forward upper ends of frame-pieces
B 1B3. Said frame-pieces B B also swing with
the frame-pieces A A on their bottom pivots,
connecting the same with the rear ends of the
bottom braces D D through the aforesaid
braces C C, connecting the upper ends of the
frame-pieces A A and B B. Thus when the
person swings back, the upper ends of the
frame-pieces A A swing back and down, and
the frame-pieces B B swing back and up with

them through said connections C C, and vice

versa, when said person swings forward. At
each of said backward and forward rocking
movements the bottom ends of the frame-
pieces ‘A and B slip a trifle on the surface of
the floor to conform with the slight increase
and decrease in distance between the bottom
ends of said frame-pieces caused by their
aforesaid upward and downward swinging
movements on their respective pivots. As

my improved chairs are designed more espe-
cially for use on verandas and similar places,
said slight movement upon the floor surface
is of no particular disadvantage to the same.

It will also be observed by Figs: 3 and 4
that my improved chair may be very com-
30 pactly folded for shipment or storage when

'not in use, the side frame-pieces and side
braces all laying in line, and only the cross-

bars projecting outside thereof, as is shown
in Fig. 4. - _
Having described my invention, what I
claim therein as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s— S . |
An improved folding chair, comprising in
combination the two pairs of diagonally-

crossed side frame-pieces A, A, and B, 13;

the horizontal, side braces C, C, and D, D,
the braces C, C, each being pivoted at one

end to the frame-pieces A, A, and at their
other ends to the frame-pleces b, I3, above,

where said frame-pieces cross each otherwhen
the chair is open, and the biaces D, D, each

‘being likewise pivoted to said frame-picces

below, said point of crossing; the cross-bars

E, F, G and H, fastened at the ends to the

side frame-pieces, and the canvas, or other
flexible seat J, attached at one end to the
cross-bar E, at the upper ends of frame-pieces
A, A, and at the other end to the cross-bar I,
at the upper ends of frame-pieces B I3, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

O ALEXANDER PAICE,
Witnesses: | |
J. W. JONES, |
CHaAS., COOMBS.
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