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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JAcoB HENRY BUR-
LICH, a citizen of the United States, residing
at New York,in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Automatic
Closing Devices for Can-Spouts; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the

saie, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, and to figures of reference
marked theleon whleh f01m a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to animprovement in
automatic closing devices for can-spouts; and
it consists in a perforated cap applied to the

lower end of the discharge-spout, which 18

provided with a collar which fitsinside of the
perforated cap, combined with a spring which
surrounds the discharge-spout, and is placed
inside of the top of the perforated cap, a

serew collar or cap which is applied to the

screw-threaded discharge-nozzle of the can
or cask in which the fluid is placed, and a col-
lar applied to the discharge-spout, and by
means of which the discharge-spout is oper-
ated either by hand or by a lever which is ap-
plied to the top of the can for that purpose,
as will be more fully described hereinafter.
- The object of my invention is to provide &
device for automatically closing the dis-
charge-spout of a can, and which remains
normally closed and can only be opened when
direct pressure is applied to the discharge-
spout for the purpose of raising it, and whmh
immediately closes as soon as the spout is
released, thus rendering it impossible for the
closing device to be left open or for waste 10
take pl&ee In case the can 1s upset or tumed
at an angle. *

In the : accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18
a perspective of a top of a can to which my
invention is applied, and showing the closing
device operated by means of a 1ever Fig. 2
isa vertical section of the same, taken throu n*h
the closing device. [Kig. 3 1s a vertical sec-
tion of the closing device provided with a col-
lar which is to be-operated by hand, the clos-
ing device being shown opened. Iig. 41s a
perspective of the lever thatis applied to the

| discharge-spout for raising

y

3, as may be desired.

—

Hig. 518
perspectwe of the per fomted cap Fw 6 1s
a detall.

1 represents a discharge-nozzle, Wthh may
be perfectly straight from one énd to the other,
or have ifs upper end given any suitable
curve or bend, and which spout is provided
with the enlarged portion 2 atitslowerend and
the square shoulder 3, against which the lower
end of the spring 4 is made to bear. This
enlarged end of the spout fits snugly within
the cap 5, which incloses its lower end and
which cap is provided with a series of open-
ings 6 at its lower edge and a.bottom 7, which
is provided with a suitable valve or covering

of leather, cork, or other material 8, for the

purpose of ma,km a tight joint with the
lower end of the dlSChELI’“‘G-SpOHt 1, which
bears or rests normally against it. For the
purpose of making a tight JOlIlt between this
cap 5 and the dlseharwe spout, the enlarged
portion of the spout may be provided with a
packing of any suitable kind, or a packing
may be placed upon the top of the shoulder
The manner of mak-
110‘ a tight joint between the lower end of the

_dlseharn ge-spout 1 and the cap 5 isimmafterial,

as this forms no special part of my invention,
and for which any suitable method of pack-
ing may be employed.

Between the shoulder 8 of the discharge-
spout and the screw-cap 9, which 18 screwed
upon the top of the discharge-spout 1 of the
can, there is placed a spiral spring 4 of sufh-

cient strength to keep the bottom of the cap

5 pressed t1 ﬂ'htly against the lower end of the
discharge-spout. Inscrewing this cap 9 into
position upon the can the spring 1s com-
pressed with sufficient force to keep the lower
end of the discharge-spout pressed tightly
against the bottom of the cap 5, and thus pre-

| vent leakage either when the can is upset or

turned at an angle or when the can 1s In-
verted.

Applied to the discharge-spout, above the
screw-threaded cap 9, either by frictional con-

tact or by any mechanical fastening that may

be desired, is the flanged collar 12, by which
the discharge-spout is operated, and which
rests normally against the top of the screw-
cap 9. In order to operate the discharge-
spout, it must be raised by means of this
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flanged collar against the pressure of the
spring 4, so as to withdraw the lower end of
the spout from the bottom of the cap 5, and
thus leave the oil free to flow through the
opening 6 and out of the discharge-spout.
This upward pressure may be applied by
means of a lever, as shown in FKig. 1, or by
hand, as may be desired. If a lever isto be
used, the lower side of the flange will be made
straight, whereas 1f the hand is to be used,
the flange will be made wider and preferably
curved upward, as shown. The shape of this
flange or the manner of applying it to the

spout 1s a matter of small importance, as it |

forms no special part of this invention.

The great advantage of the construction
here shown and described consists in the
production of an automatic closing device
through which leakage can never accidentally
take place. T'he moment the pressure of the
hand or the lever is relaxed the spring de-
presses the lower end of the discharge-spout
and instantly shuts off the flow of liquid, and
this flow cannot be reéstablished until the
upward pressure 18 agalin removed.

As shown in Kig. 1, the leveris made in the
form of two loops, the outer and larger one of
which projects out under the handle 13 of the
can, where it is in the most convenient posi-
tion to be taken hold of, while the outer and
smallerloopismerelylarge enough to encirele
the discharge-spout and is provided with the
two raised portions or flanges 14 upon oppo-
site sides, and which bear directly against the
under side of the flange upon the collar. Ow-
ing to these raised portions, but a very shight
movement of the inner end of the lever is

necessary to open the discharge-spout to its |
scribed.

full extent. The outer end of the smaller

loop is turned downward, as shown, and rests
solidly upon the top of the can, which 1s pro-
vided with the shoulder 16 to prevent the
lever from having any endwise movement,
the outer end of the smaller loop being held
between thisshoulder and the screw-cap. The
lever is thus prevented from moving endwise

o 564,242

and is held down upon the can by the flange

upon the collar.
Having thus described my invention, I

claim—

1. In an automatic closing device, a dis-
charge-spout having an endwise movement,
a perforated cap applied to its lower end, a
spring which keeps the lower end of the spout
pressed downward, a screw-cap which is ap-
plied to the can, and against which the upper

end of the spring bears, and a flange or han-

dle applied to the discharge-spout, substan-
tially as shown.

2. In an automatic closing device for cans,
the discharge-spout having an enlarged lower
end, a cap applied to the lower end of the dis-
charge-spout, and provided with openings
through its lower edge and a packed bottom,
combined with a spring which isapplied tothe

“discharge-spout, a scerew-cap through which

the discharge-spout passes, and which 1s
screwed upon the top of the ean, and a flanged
collar applied to the discharge-spout above
the screw-threaded cap, and by means of
which the discharge-spout is lifted above the
openings 6in the cap applied to 1ts lower end,
substantially as described.

3. A can, provided with a handle, and a

~shoulder to one side of its discharge-nozzie,
combined with a lever having its outer end to

catch behind the shoulder and to encirele the
said nozzle, and provided with raised portions
upon opposite sides of thenozzle and a handle
portion which extends to or toward the handle
upon the top of the can, combined with an
automatic closing device, the spout of which
has an endwise movement, and 1s operaled
by the lever, substantially as shown and de-

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
1st day of June, 1595.

JACOB HENRY BURLICII.

Witnesses:

OSCAR A. MICHEL,
Ror.anD . MECHTOLD.
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