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To all whom it may concerm:
Beitknownthatwe, WILLIAM O. EAXRIGHT,

residing at Butler, in the county of Dekalb

and State of Incha,na and DAVID I. GREEN,

¢ residing at Frontier, in the county of Hﬂls-,_

dale zmd State of Mlehlﬂ'an citizens of the
United. States, have invented a new and use-
ful ere-Fence Lock, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to locks or fasteners
for the line wires and stays of wire fences
which are to be located at the points of cross-
ing of the said wires by the stays; and the ob-
Jeet of the improvement is to supply a cheap
and effective fastener for the purpose afore-
said, which when properly applied will pre-
vent any movement of the wires, thereby se-
curing them in fixed relation under all con-
dition.s.

Theimprovement consists, essentially, ofa
block, cast or otherwise formed, having a slot
extendmﬂ' in from one side and havmg an
opening at right angles to and intersecting
with the slot and elonﬂ ated in the dir ectlon
of the latter, and a taperingkey to be driven
into the said elongated opening to bind and
secure the parts after the block has been fit-
ted to the wire and stay, said key being flat-
tened on one side to obtain an extended
bearing against the wire adjacent thereto,
and the reduced end of the key being bent to
prevent the accidental displacement of the
~ key after it is driven home. |

For a full understanding of the meuts and
advantages of the invention reference is to
be had to the accompanying drawings and
the following description.

The improvement is susceptible of various

“changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of constiuction without depart-
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of
the advantages thereof, and to a full diselo-
sure of the mventlon an adaptatlon thereof 1s
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
45 which—

Figure 1 1s an elevation of a part of apanel
of wire fencing, showing the invention ap-
plied. Fig. 2 is a_detaﬂ view of the lock or

-~ fastener, showing it in operative relation.
5o Fig. 3 1s a detail view of the block. Fig. 4
is a detail view of the tapering key.
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Figs. 5 |

and 6 are sectional views of. the block hav-

‘ing the parts in position.

The part of a panel of wire fencing is shown
to illustrate the application of the invention, 55
and comprises line or fence wires 1 and ver-
tical stays 2.  The lock 3 is located at the
crossing of each line or fence wire by the
stays. “This lock comprises a block 4, of cast
metal or otherwise conveniently formed the
same having a slot 5 extending therein from
one side and formed with an opening 6 at
right angles to the slot 5 and intersecting
therewith, and elongated in the direction of
the slot. After the line or fence wires have
been strung in the usual way the blocks are
fitted thereto commencing with the topmost
wire, by placmo the block so that the said
wire will enter the slot 5, after which the
stay 2 is thrust through the opening 6, and a
second block 1s mmﬂarly applied to the fence-
wire immediately below the top wire and the
stay is moved down so as to pass through the
opening thereof, and each wire in succession
has a block secured thereto in the manner
aforesaid, the several blocks being in verti-
cal alinement, provided the stays are 0 oc-
cupy a perpendicular position. |

The block is secured to the wires at the
point of crossing by a key 7, the latter being
driven or foreced into the opening 6 so as to
cause the parts to bind, whereby they will be
held against accidental displacement or from
becoming loose. This keyisflattened on one
side to obtain an extended bearing against
the adjacent side of the fence-wire, and ta-
pers to a point, so that the latter can be bent
to one side of the fence-wire to prevent the
accidental withdrawal of the key afterit has
been driven or forced home. The ends of
the opening 6 are round to conform to the
rounded sides of the key and stay, thereby
admitting of these parts obtaining a snug fit
within the opening. The rear end of the
opening 6 comes in the rear of the closed end
of the slot 5, thereby admitting of the slot
being of minimum depth conmstent with
Strellﬁ‘th and. the efficiency of the lock.

The lock or fastener herein described is
effective for the purpose designed, and can be
manufactured in large quantities at small
cost, and can beapplied to wire fences already
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In use without any special provision or con-
struction. '

The lock when properly applied will not
become accidentally loosened or displaced
either by corrosive action, contraction and
expansion of the wires, or. by vibratory move-
ments of the latter. Hence the fastener ful-
fils all the requirements in providing a sim-
ple device, which at the same time 1s eco-
nomical and can be placed in position without
requiring one skilled in the handling of tools
for the purpose.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new 1s—

1. A lock or fastener

crossing wires, the same comprising a block

‘having a slot extending therein from one side

and having an opening at right angles to and
interseceting with the slot and elongated in
the direction of the latter, the rear end of the
elongated opening extendmo in the rear of
the closed end of the sloft, and a key tapering
to a point and having a flattened side, and
adapted to be forced into the elongated open-
ing and become seated in that portion of the
opening in the rear of the slot, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

for intersecting or

564,187

2. In a wire fence, the combination with a
line-wire and a stay crossing the line-wire, of
a lock or fastener for securing the line-wire
and stay at the point of crossing, and com-
prising a block having a slotextending therein
from one side and fO] med with an 61011 cated
opening extending at right angles to &11(1 1n-
tersecting with 13116 said slot, and having its
rear end extending in the rear of the closed
end of the said slot, the line-wire entering
the slot, and the stay passing through the
front end portion of the opening, and a mpel -
ing key having a flattened side forced into
the rear end of the elongated opening with
1ts flattened side flgmnst the line-wire, and
having its tapering end bent to one side to
prevent the outward displacement of the key,
substantially in the manner set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto aftixed our sig .11;11;1.1 1es
in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLTAM O. EARRIGII'T.
DAVID 1. GREEN.
Witnesges:

ROBERT W. SWIFT,
MARION PALMER.
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