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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS B. ASHFORD,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Kinston, inthe county of Lenoir and State
of North Carolina, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements In Journals for
Window-Blind Slats; and Ido hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, which will en-
able others skilled in the Eth to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying: dr awings,
whloh form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
journals principally adapted for use in con-
nection with that class of window shutters or
blinds provided with pivoted slats connected
together by a vertical rod, and is intended to
replace the pivots at the ends of the slats

“when they become broken.

In the ordinary construction of such s]:mt—
ters or blinds the slats are provided at the
ends with wooden pivots or journals, which
fit and rotate or oscillate in bearings in the
side rails of the shutter or blind. These piv-
ots frequently become broken, necessitating
conslderable trouble and expense in repair-
ing the same.

My invention is intended to obviate such
difficulties and to provide a journal or pivot
which can be economically manufactured and
be easily and readily substituted for such
broken pivots without requiring the assist-
ance of a skilled mechanie.

The invention can also be employed for
strengthening the wooden spindles of vehicles

and other axles, as 1t can be readily applied

thereto.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts heremaf-
ter fully described and claimed. .

In the accompanying drawings K Flgule 11s

an elevation of a window—blind or shutter-

a

slat provided with my improved journal at
one end. Iig. 2 1s a longitudinal sectional 45
view, and I'ig. 3 18 a perspective view of the
Journal detached.
In the said drawings the reference-numeral
1 designates a wmdow shutter slat, and 2 the
ordinamy wooden journal thereof. 50
The numeral 3 designates my improved
journal, consisting of a piece of stiff or stout
wire, of suitable length, bent over near the
center and then formed with a number of op-

'pomtely—extendmﬂ' coils 4 and the ends ex- 53

tended outwardly in a straight line, forming
two parallel arms 5 and 6 o_f unequallengths,
and the extremities thereof bent at right an-
gles and pointed, forming lugs 7, which are
driven into the slat, whereby the journal is 6o
securely held in place.

It will thus be seen that the coils form a
tubular journal which can be inserted in the
bearings in the side rails of the shutter, and
when used for axle-spindles it can be slipped 65
over the same and thelugs at the ends of the
arms driven into the axle. By this means
the spindle is strengthened, and the coils
serve also to prevent wear of the same.

Having thus fully described my invention, 7o
what I claam 18—

As an improved ar tlcle, JOHI‘HELI consist-
ing of the wire bent over near the center and .
oppositely coiled,and the ends bent outwardly
forming para,llel arms of unequal length, the 75
extremities of which are pointed and bent in-

wardly at right angles; substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 8o
In presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS B. ASHFORD.

Witnesses:
BENNETT 5. JONES,
M. S. DUCKETT.
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