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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, WILLEVE T. MERRIMAN,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Jackson, in the county of J ackson and Stete
of Mlehwa,n have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tail-Fasteners, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

The Invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction of a clamp adapted to secure the
ends of the braid or coil withoutinjuring the
hair or binding the dock, as more fully here-
inatter deserlbed

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a per spective
view of my device as in use.
oram elevation showing the tail coﬂed ready

te be secured. Tig. 3 is an enlarged eleva- |
tion similar to Fig. 2 showing the fastener en-

gaged with the eoﬂs and rea,dy to be clamped.
b1w 4 is a longitudinal section on line z =,
F1 3, with the fastener clamped; and Fig. 5
iS & Cross- section on line v vy, Kig. 4.

-A: is the tail, the hair of which is gathered
up around the doekj preferably by ﬁ1 st divid-
ing it into two or more bunches and then
brmdme‘ or coiling it, as shown in Figs. 1, 2,
and 3 ef the dmwmﬂ‘s

B 18 my fastener, eomprising the members
Cand D, hinged together at E. The member

C 18 provided with the shank F, extending

downwardly and preferably tapering to a
point. Opposite this shank the member C is
provided with the upwardly and outwardly
projecting hook . The member D is pref-
erably bowed outwardly, asshown at H, and
its free end is slotted at I to receive the clamp-
ing-bolt. This bolt J is preferably hinged to
ears K, formed on the member C, and is pro-
vided with a thumb-nut L, adapted to bear
upon the outer face of the member D. To
preserve the.symmetry, I preferably provide

Fig. 2 18 a dia-

the member D at the hinged end with a lug or
button M of corresponding shape to the nut L.

The device being constructed as described,
to secure it to the tail the latter is first coiled,
as shown 1n HFig. 2 of the drawings, and the
shank F is slipped under the coils. The ends

of the coils N and N’ are then drawn around

the hook G and turned down over the mem-
ber C, after which the member D is folded
over them and securely clamped by the bolt
J and nut L. 'When thus clamped, it is im-
possible for the fastener to become detached,

or the coils to unwind, and as the clamp is
applied to the hair alone and not to the dock
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there 1s mo danger of injury to the animal .

through 1mpedmﬂ the circulation of blood.

WVh&t I claim as my invention is—

1. A tail-fastener comprising a ele,mp, a
shank extending from one side thereof
adapted to be engaged under the coils of the
tall, and a hook around which the ends of the
coilmay be drawn, substantially as deseribed.

2. A tail-fastener, comprising the member
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C having extending oppositely therefrom the -

shank F, and the hook G, the member D
hinged to the member C, and a screw adapted
to elamp the members together, substantially
as described.

3. A tail-fastener comprising the member
C having extending therefrom the shank F
and hook (=, the membe1 D hinged to the
member C havmﬂ* the slot I at 1138 free end,
the bolt J pivoted to member C and the nut
L thereon adapted to engage with the slotted
end of the member D, substentlelly as de-
scribed.

- In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
| WILLEVE T. MERRIMAN.

Witnesses: - -
A. M. McGEE,

L. O. BEEBEE.
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