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Beitknownthatl, EDWINJOHN FLETCHER,

a citizen of the United States, residing in the

city of New York, in the county and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Cases or Boxes, of
which the following is a specification.

The invention apphes to cases or boxes in-

tended to inclose jewelry, silverware, or other
articles, and relates particularly to the con-
struction whereby a peculiarly rich and hand-
some case may be produced at a compara-
tively low cost of manufacture.

The improved case is composed of founda-
tion-pieces of wood or strawboard or both,
covered with thin ornamental material, and
particularly paper, so manipulated and ap-
plied as to closely imitate leather, silk, or
other expensive coverings and lmmgs The
paper-covered case is not only much cheaper
than the expensively-covered one, but is bet-
ter in some respects. It will withstand the
kind of wear to which such articles are sub-
ject better than fabric, and will not'indent
or mar by accidental blows or falls, as will
leather.

The present invention contemplates im-
provements in the base and body and in the
means for joining them each to the other.

It consists in certain novel features of con-
struction and arrangements of parts, which
will first be fully deser 1bed and then pomted
out in the claims.

The accompanying drawin os form a part of

this specification and represent what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-

vention.
Figure 1 is a side view of the closed case,

and Fig. 2 a corresponding end view. The
remaining figures are on a larger scale. IKig.
3 1S a Cross- sectlon Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7 are
similar views showing the sever&l steps 1In
assembling the body. Fig. 81is a section of

a portion of the base on a still larger scale.

Fig. 9 is a section showing the attaehment of
the hinge. Fig. 10 is an elevation of the
hinge elone I‘ws 11, 12, and 13 are verti-
cal seetlons throun'h certain portions, show-
ing modifications in the construction. '

SlIIll].&I‘ letters of reference mdlcate the
| edges and the llnmﬂ'-pleee is forced into the

same parts in all the ﬁn*ures

Aisarectangular ¢ hoop,” formed by bend-
ing a strip of thin wood at the corners and
joining the ends. It forms the main portion
of the body of the case. A'is a similarly- 55
shaped lining-piece, of strawboard or other
material, matchl_n@ the inner surface of A.
The top pieee B is of thin wood in the form
of a rectangle, with rounded corners to con-
form to the outline of the hoop A. It iscov- 60
ered with rich paper b, extending over. the
upper face and edc-'es lapping upon and
pasted to the 11nder face along its margin.
Layers of cotton-batting &' are placed upon
the upper face before applying the paper, if 65
a padded effect 1s desired. In assembling
these partsforming the body, the linin n'-plece
A’ is covered on its exposed face by a strip '
of ornamental lining-paper pasted thereon,
turned over the upper and lower edges and 70
secured. The upper edge of the hoop Als

' next coated with paste or glue and the sheet

C applied thereon, as sho_wn. in Fig. 4, the
edges are trimmed off close up to the hoop,
and a-strip a of the rich covering material is 75
pasted on the outer surface of the latter, lap-

| ping slightly over the outer edge of the sheet

C, and, turning the lower edge of the h00p, is
secured on its inner face.

One or more layers ¢ of cotton are laid upon 3o
the sheet,asin Fig. 5,and the top piece B, hav-
ing the margins of its under face previously
coated with glue, 18 pressed firmly down upon
the hoop, joining the turned-under edge of
the covering material b to the overlying edge 85
of thestrip aand foreing the cotton cinto the
sheet C, depressing the latter and curving it
downward in the center and forming a
smoothly-rounded pad covering the under
face of the top piece. The lining-piece A’ is go
next coated with the adhesive on 1its outer
face on all sides and pushed up inside the
hoop until its lower edge 1s fiush-with the lat-
terand its upper edge is embedded or in close

| contact with the padded under face of the 05

top piece. Thusconstructed all the raw edges
of both covering material and lining are con-
cealed within the joints and an extremely
neat appearance is attained. The padded
interior of the top is especially attractive,

and as the sheet Cis held only at the extreme
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yielding surface of the pad, the joint be-
tween them 18 not likely to show open, even
when the parts are slightly separated.
Kxcessive care in the pasting operations is
not necessary. There is little danger of the
olue exuding upon any of the finished sur-
faces, and particularly on the interior.

tion 1s in the turning of the covering-strip
over the upper edge of the hoop and upon the

sheet C and attaching the top covering b di--
Thisinsures thatin theevent

rectly thereto.
of any slight warping or distortion of the top

plece 1e1at1vely to the hoop no opening will-

show at the joint, because the coverings on
each piece are pasted together, and :-:1113]1011(111

the position of the joint maybe shifted it will

not apparently be open.

Disahoopnarrower than the hoop A, butof
| idly.
| pointsin the upper edge of the base to receive

the same construction and lateral dimensions.
Itforms,with a bottom piece D’ glued thereon,
the base of the case or box. It 18 covered by

pasting a strip d around the outside, lapping
well onto the bottom and turning over the up-

peredgeupon theinnersurface. Itisfinished

by applying a sheet d’ of the same or different

covering material upon the under face of the
bottom to ecover the raw edges of the strip .

If 1t 18 preferred, a single sheet may be used,

covering the whole lower face and sides and

turning “the upper edge, in place of the strip

d and sheet .
K is the bed-frame.
lar hoop of wood huaving the peculiar cross-

section shown, thicker at the base, with an.
A

offset at K lemfmﬂ the upright ﬂ%noe DI
covering-strip e of lining material is pasted

upon both surfaces of the flange, extending
set K and a
A bed-.
1S
pasted at its edges to the interior of the
flange, hiding the raw edge of the strip ¢ on
all 51des and e*{tendm o loosely across theopen

i

on the exterior quite to the o
little distance down on the interior.
covering I, of silk or other rich fabric,

top of the bed- fmme The exterior face of

the thickened por tion of the frameis coated

with glue and is inserted within the hoop D,

plefe:t ably from below, before the bottom D'

1s applied, and pushed up until the desired
position is reached.
soft filling material f, suitable for a cushion
to suppmt the article to be inclosed, is then
supplied and the bottom D’ attached or in

case the bottom and its hoop D are to be COvV-

ered by a single sheet, as above described, the

bed-frame wﬂl be forced downward 'Wlthm'

the hoop to the required depth upon the fill-
ing material. In either case the offset E’
fmms, with the adjacent inner face of the
hoop D, an open groove extending com-
pletely around the bed and containing the raw
edges of the strips d and e. 'These are con-
cealed and a highly-ornamental finish added
by the insertion in the groove of an orna-

mental masking strip or cord G of a diame-

ter suflicient to fit closely to the groove and

lie with its upperline about flush Wlth the top

An
important feature o1 the improved construe--

It is also a rectangu-

Cotton-batting or other

of the hoop D. There will nsually beenough
olue left in the oroove from the 1:}reced1nn
paqtmﬂ oper ations tosecure the cord in place.
The base and body are connected by a hinge,
which may be a strip of stout muslin or othe]
fabric securely glued to each, but I preferto

use a hinge especially desmned for this pur-
pose and shown in Figs. 9 and 10 of the draw-
ings. I is a staple havmﬁ' its legs I’ bent
sharply at right angles to Lhe cr oss-bm which
latter is encircled by a loop J', for med on one
end of a sheet-metal pin J. Barbs 7 are pro-
duced on the legs I' of the staple to prevent
its withdrawal from the wood, and similar
barbs 7 are formed on the edﬂ'es of the pin J.
The hinges are fastened by initiating small
holes in the under edge of the body to corre-
spond to the points of the legs 1', which are
then driven home, the membel J swinging
Holes are th_en produced at the proper

the pins and the latter are forced home into
the wood by pre%qu_re exerted on a suitable
tool.

I prefer for convenience in driving and for
the additional strength secured to setthe legs
and pins an wulally in the base and body, as
shown in Fig. 9, and also to slightly round oft
the ad,]acent edﬂeb of the body and base, so
that the hinges may be set farther in and be
partially concealed.

I is a strip of stout fabric attached to the
inner back face of the base and body adjacent
to the joint and extending loosely across it to
serve as a stop when the body is turned back
and relieve the strain on the hinges.

I have described the sheet Cas applied upon
the upper-edge of the hoop, and for a general
description this is correct; but in practice the
edge of the hoop 18 coated by applying it face
downwald upon a glue-pad or coated surface
and then transferring it with the glue thus
taken up toa pile of sheets C, lylng one upon
the other, and pressing it down upon the up-
permost it picks it up by adhesion without
disturbing the remainder. The hoopis then
reversed and the projecting edge of the sheet;
trimmed off. This may be cited as an ex-
ample of the simple but rapid and effective
methods employed in the manufacture of
these articles. |

Modifications may be madein the forms 111(1
proportions within wide limits without de-
parting from the prineiple of the invention or
sacrificing its advantages.

It is proposed in manufacturing boxes for
some purposes to omit the bed and its frame,
leavingthe base plain, or padded, if preferred,
by constructing it In a manner similar to the
body and top. The relative height or thick-
ness of the base and body may be var 1ed to
suit the conditions.

AlthoughI have described the covering and

lining material as paper, it will be understood -

that other material, as leatllel leatherette, or
textile fabries may be employed. P—aper is

preferred because of therich effects which ean
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be produced at a comparatively small cost,
and alsofor thereason thatitis better adapted
to withstand the kind of wear and usage to
which articles of this class are liable.

Instead of rounding the edges by removing
a portion of the metemal formmﬂ' the body or
base, the same effect may be produced by
deStlﬂg a strip M of paper having the proper
thickness and narrower than t-he face nupon
which 1t lies before applying the covering ma-
terial. 'Thelatter bends naturally across the
unfilled angle, as shown in Fig. 11.

The bed-frame may be built up of two strips
of wood, strawboard, or other material, as
represented in Fig. 12.

The bottom piece may be inserted within
the base, if preferred. Itig. 13 shows such
constmetmn

Instead of the cord Gr, any ornamental strips
serving to fill the groove and mask the edges
of the eovering meterial may be employed,
and any suitable materials may be substituted
for the wood or strawboard described as used
In the construction of the foundation-pieces.

The loop J’' may be left sufficiently open to

allow the cross-bar of the staple I to be in-

serted therein and the two parts of the hinge
be set separately in their respective portions
and be subsequently joined by closing the
loop in any convenient manner.

I claim—

1. In acase or box, the hoop A, linin g—sheet
C secured to the upperedge thereof and the
strip a covering said hoop &nd extendmﬂ' over
upon the margin of said sheet, in eombma-
tion with the top piece B and covering-sheet
b extending around the edges to and upon the
lower face of said top piece and joined to the

upper edge of said covering-strip, all sub-

stantially as herein specified.

2. In a case or box, the hoop A, lining-sheet
C secured to the upper edge thereof the strip
@ covering said hoop on the exterior extend-

ing over upon the edge of said sheet and un-

der the lower edge of said hoop, in combina-
131011 with the 111’11110‘-1)1606 A’ and its covering
«', and the top piece B and covering-sheet b
extendmo' around the edges to and upon the
lower face of said top pieee and joined to the
upper edge of said covering-strip, all sub-
stantlally as herein specified.

3. Ina case or box, the hoop A, lining-sheet
C secured to the upper edge thel eof, end the

| strip a covering said hoop, in combination
with the top piece B, covering-sheet b extend-

ing around the edges to and upon the lower
face of said top piece, and the filling mate-
rial ¢ between the said top piece and lining-
sheet, all substantially as herein specified.
4. In a case or box, the hoop A, lining-sheet
C secured to the upper edge thereof, the strip
¢ covering the hoop on the exterior and ex-
tending over upon the margin of said sheet
and under the lower edge of said hoop, in
combination with the lining-piece A’ and its
covering a’, the top piece B, covering-sheet b
therefor extending around the edges to and
upon the lower face thereof and joined to the
upper edge of the said covering-strip, and
the filling material ¢ between the said top

- plece and lining-sheet, all substantially as

herein specified.
5. In a case orbox, the hoop D, bottom piece
D’ and covering d therefor, in combination

with the bed-frame E having the offset E' and

flange E*, the covering-strip e on said flange,
the bed- -covering F and filling material f, and
the ornamental maskin D‘-etrlp ( lying in the
groove formed by said offset and hoop, all
substantlaﬂy as herein specified.

6. In a case or box, the body comprising the

hoop A and top piece B, and the base com-

prising the hoop D and bottom piece D', in
combination with the hinge joining the said
body and base, the same comprising the sta-
ple I I' having the barbs ¢ thereon and the
pin J having the barbs 7, and the loop J' en-
gaging the staple, all substantially as herein
Spee1ﬁed

7. The body comprising the hoop A, 111111:10*-
sheet C, strip o, lining-piece A’ and 1ts_eov—
ering cz’, top piece B and its covering-sheet b,
and the filling material ¢, in combination with
the base comprising the hoop D, bottom piece
D', coverings d, d’ therefor, the bed-frame E
and flange E° thereon, covering-strip e, bed-
covering F and filling 7, and the hinges I, J
joining said body and base, all substantially
as herein specified. |

In testimony that I claim the invention
above set forth I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

EDWIN J OHN FLETCHER
NVltnesses
RorT. CONNOR,
PATRICK E. COLLINS,
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