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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

HENRY WITZGALL, OF PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.

BRACKET FOR SWINGING STAGES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 563,536, dated July 7, 1896.
Application filed March 26, 1896, Serial No, 585,024, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerr:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY WITZGALL of
Pittsburg, in the eounty of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

and useful Impwvement in Brackets for

Swinging Stages, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to safety-brackets for
use in connection with the swinging stages
ordinarily in use by painters and like arti-
sans, and the object of the invention is to
provide brackets capable of ready attach-
ment to the stirrups of swinging stages, the
attachment being so made that the stage will
be laterally adjustable on its brackets, there-
by permitting the stage to be carried out-
wardto clear any proj ectlons from a building
such as a cornice, fire-escape, or balcony, the
bracketls being promded with cushioned roll-
ers adapted for constant engagement with the
face of the structure to be 0pemted upon.

Another object of the invention is to so
construct the brackets that when attached to
a stage they will hold such stage firmly in the
desired position, enabling a person to walk
thereon with as much comfort as though the

- stage were a fixture.
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The Invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
1n which similar characters of reference indi-
cate eorrespondm parts in both views.

Kigure 11s a side elevation of the improved
bracket attached to a stirrup of a swinging
stage, and Kig. 2 is a vertical section faken
substantially on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1.

In earrying out the invention the stirrups
A of the stage B are preferably of the ordi-
nary construction, and the stage is secured
to the stirrups in the usual or in any ap-
proved manner; but each stirrup of a stage
has a yoke 10, pendent from its lower or hori-
zontal member near the inner end of the stir-
rup, and the bottom portion of the said stir-
rup-yoke may consist of a screw 11 and its
sides of parallel plates, or instead of the
screw a roller-bearing may be provided, if
desired. The horizontal member of each

stirrup 1s further provided at a desired point |

in its length with a set-serew 12, and prefer-

ably the bottom of the stirrup has an enlarge-

ment 13, through which the said set-screwmay 55

pass. The bracket C consists of a vertical
loop member 15 and a horizontal top member
15, which 1s usually made in the nature of a
bar; and in the vertical or loop member 15
of the bracket wheels 16 are journaled, pro-
vided with peripheral cushions or tires 17, of
rubber or other yielding material, so that
when the wheels are brought in enﬂ'&gement
with the surface of the building to be oper-
ated upon the wheels will not mar the said
surface to any appreciable extent.

The two members of the bracket are con-
nected by a brace-bar 18 at points near their
centers, and the upper or bar member 15* has
an upwardly-extending yoke 19 constructed
thereon near its outer end; and the upper

portion of this yoke may consist of a screw or

a roller-bearing, as in practice may be found
desirable. The bar member 15% of a bracket
is passed through the yoke 10 of the stirrup
with which connection is o be made, and the
bottom member of the stirrup is passed
through the yoke 19 of the bracket, the stir-
rups thereby having sliding connections with
the brackets, whereby the _said stirrups may
be carried inward entirely over the brackets,

or outward a sufficient distance to clear the.

obstructions, the brackets remaining in en-
gagement with the building, as shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 1.

After the adj ustment of the stirrups on the
brackets has been accomplished, the set-
screws 12 are tightened so as to insure rigid
connections between the said parts. It isob-
vious that when a bracket of the above de-
scription is employed the stage will be ren-
dered pertectly steady, and an operator may
walk thereon with safety and without danger
of spilling any material being carried from
point to point on the stage. Kurthermore,

the brackets are exceedingly simple, durable, |

and economie, and are readily applicable to
any form of ‘stage-stlm up. -

Having thus described my mventwn I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A bracket for swinging stages, compris-
ing a vertical member provided with wheels
extending beyond the rear face thereof, a
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horizontal member arranged to be connected
by vokes to the stirrups of a stage, whereby
lateral movement between said bta,ﬂ’e and said
bracket is effected, and means substantlally
as described for effecting rigid connection be-

tween said stage and <aid bmcket substan-

tially as and for the purpose Speelhed

2. A bracket for swinging stages, compris-
ing a vertical and a horizontal member, the
vertical member being provided with wheels
journaled therein adapted for engagement
with a building and having a cushloned tire,

the horizontal member beiug provided with

a yoke to receive the base member of a stir-
ruap, as and for the purpose specified.
3. A bracket for swinging stages, consist-

ing of a loop-shaped vertical member, a bar
horizontal member and a brace connecting
the two at points between their ends, wheels
having cushioned tires journaled in the loop
member, one above the other, and a yoke at-
tached to the horizontal member, adapted to
adjustably receive the base member of a stir-

2 563,536

| rup of a swinging stage, substantially as set

fOl‘t]l

. The combination, Wlt]l the stirrup of a
swmwmw stage pr 0V1(16d with a yoke extend-
ing downwardly from a point near 1ts inner
end and having a set-screw located in its base
member, of an angular bracket comprising a
vertical andahorizontal member, the vertical
member being provided with cushioned
wheels and the horizontal member with a yoke
adapted to receive the base member of the
stirrup, the yoke of the stirrup receiving the
horizontal member of the bracket, whereby
the adjusting-screw of the Stlrrup may be
brouﬂht to an engagement with the upper por-

tion of the bmelxet and the stirrup will be

adjustable on the said bracket, as and for the
purpose specified.

HENRY WITZGAILL.
Witnesses:

DAvID I, KISKADDEN,
ARCHIE MCCONNELL.
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