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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN J. PFISTER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
and county of San Francisco, State of Cali-

fornia,haveinvented an Impro vementin Ath-.

letes’ Su pporters; and L hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion Of the same.

My inventionrelates to that class of support-
ers used by athletes, in which a cross-band,
adapted to pass between the legs, is Supported
from a waistband.

Though my invention in its broadest sense
is applicable to and may form part of any sup-
porter having a cross-band and a waistband,
1t 18 more especially, and in its most perfect
form, involved in an improved supporter of
that description patented by me May 19, 1891,
in Letters Patent of the United States No.
452,529, towhich said patentreferenceis here-
bymade. Theuse of across-band passing be-
tween the legs, though necessary in all sup-
porters,1s attendant with someinconvenience,
which, in some forms of exercise, experience
nowshows amounts to more serious difficulty,
for -where the motion of the legs is constant,
especially when without variety or change, as
in bicyele riding, and where 1n this, as well as
in horseback riding, there is added the effect
of the constant pressure on thesaddle, chafing
1s likely toresult. Thisisduetothe tendency
of the cross-band to become compressed or

drawn into a stringy shape, and the rubbing

of the flesh against the edges of the band 1s the
cause of much discomfort. Toovercome this,
the cross-band must be prevented from get-

- ting into a stringy shape, and must be held out

40

as flat and straight as possible, with 1ts edges
keptsmooth,at the same time care being taken
tonot detract from itsnormal function, which,
of course, can only be subserved by allowing
it to remain as tight as possible in order to fur-
nish the necessary support. It is this result
which it is the object of my present invention
to attain; and to this end my invention con-
sists of the athlete’s supporter hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

The accompanying drawing, to which refer-
ence is hereby made, illustrates the best form

5o of my supporter.

A is the waistband, composed of two elas‘mc

pieces, the edges of whlch back and front, are

“inclined to fit the shape of the wearer by con-

verging downwardly in front, following the
contour or lines of the abdomen and gToins,
and converging upwardly in the bacl{ to fif;
closely the upper portion of the buttocks, and
leading into the lower end of the spine.

B 1s the cross-band, made of any suitable
material; in practice, knit goods. It is also
fashioned to a 16, 1ts front end being widened
to the top,1ts ecwes corresponding a;nd secured
to the edges of the waisthan d-pieces. Thence
the cross-band tapers to a size adapted to pass
conveniently between the legs, and thence it
widens again until where 1t meets the waist-
band-pieces in the back, and from there up it
tapers upwardly to conform tothe edges of the
walstband-pieces, to which it 1s secured by its
own edges..

C are the annular leg-bands. These may
be made of any suitable material; in practice,
knit goods. They are comparatively short,
their length being regulated, as experience
has shown, by the double requirement of fur-
nishing a smooth and sufficient hold on the
legs, and yet long enough to avoid any tend-
ency toride up or wrinkle. Theyaresecured
around their top edges to the lower edges of
the waistband-pieces and to the adjacent side
edges of the cross-band. Theirfunctions are
tohold the cross-band out flat and smooth,and
prevent 1t from being compressed or worked
into a stringy shape, and to prevent chafing
against the edges of said cross-band. This

latter purpose 1s of course effected by -doing

away with such edges, and the former is sub-
served by reason of the hold or bearing which
such bands have upon and about the leg, and
the impossibility of working themselvesup, to
permitthe cross-band tolie otherwise than flat
and smooth and in such a state conforming
accurately to the inner angles of the thighs.

It will be noted that the proper function of
the cross-band is not interfered with, as it re-
mains as tight as ever, and for this reason, as
well as because of the presence of the tight
and fashioned waistband and cross-band, the
supporter mustnot be confounded with an ab-
breviated customary undergarment, which,
even with shortened legs, would not serve the
purpose ol a supporter.
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Thisimproved supporter has been found to

be perfectly comfortable in bicycle and horse-
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back riding, in both of which exercises serious
difficulty in the use of the ordinary supporter
arose, and for the reasons above stated.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. An athlete’s supporter consisting of an
elastic waistband, a tightly-fitting cross-band
adapted to pass between the legs, and means
for holding the cross-band out flat and smooth
consisting of short annular leg-bands secured
around their top edges to the lower edges of
the walstband and to the adjacent side edges
of the cross-band.

2. An athlete’s supporter consisting of a
waistband composed of two separated pieces

of elastic material, the front edges of which
converge downwardly and their back edges
converge upwardly, a cross-band having the
side edges of ifs ends correspondinglyineclined
to, lying between and secured to the separated
ends of the waistband-pieces, and annularleg-
bands, the top edges of which are secured 10
the adjacentedges of the waistband and of the
cross-band.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand. -

JOHN J. PFISTER.

Witnesses:
Gro. T. KNOX,
II. 'EI- I.JANG.
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