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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, JAMES B. ANDERSON, a
citizen of the United States residing at Roek-
ford, in the county of Winnebago and State
of Illinois,have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Burial-Caskets,of which
the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to construct

a cover for burial-caskets made of sections

hinged together extending in the lengthwise
direction of the casket, the outside sections
having a detachable connection with the cas-
ket and stop-hinges forming the hinge con-
nection between the two 011t81de %eetlons and
center sections.

Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1isa
face representation of a portion of the casket-
top in which the cover is shown in its closed
position. Fig. 2 1s a similar view in which
the cover is folded to the left-hand side.
IFig. 3 shows the cover folded to the right-
hand side. Iig. 4is a transverse section on
dotted line a, Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a transverse
section on dotted line b, F1 1. Fig. 6 is a

tmnsvelse section on dotted line d Fig. 3.

IFig. 7 1s a transverse section on dotted C, F]b
2. Fig. § 1s an enlarged section on dotted
line a, Fig. 1. ¥Fig. 9 is an enlarged section
on dotted line 0, Fig. 1. Fig. 10 is an iso-
metrical representation of one form of stop-
hinge.

The top 1 of the casket may be of any suit-
able outline, and when made for an adult it
has an opening 2 at the head end. In this
instance a broader molding 3 surrounds
the opening 2 and extends the length of the
casket.

The cover consists of two center sections 4
and 5 and two wings 6 and 7. The center sec-
tions are connected by hinges 8, and the
wings are connected to their respective cen-
ter sections by hinges 9. The hinges 9 are
whatare known as ‘“stop-hinges,” an enlarged
view being shown at Fig. 10.
this construction of hinges is to prevent the
parts connected thereby fiy omopening beyond
a specified distance. Each of the wings has
a detachable connection with the cabllet-top,
and consists of hooks 10, depending from the
under face of the wings, and enter catches
11 in the casket-top, a hook being secured to
each end of the wing and located near its

The object of

hinged connection with its center section. A

latch 12 forms a connection between 1its re-

spective wing and the casket-top near the
center of the wing.

When the cover is in its closed 130311;1011 1t
will appear as shown at Fig. 1, and in cross-
section as shown at bigs. 4, 5, S, and 9, and
will be locked against accidental displace-
ment by the hooks 10 and latches 12.
nerals it often happens that the casket must
be placed in a certain position in order that
room may be had, and those viewing the re-
mains must pass on a certain side, and with
other constructions of caskets,where the cover
is divided, an obstruction to the view 1s had,
but with my construction, should it be found
that the remains must be viewed from the
right-hand side of the casket, the latch of the
wing of that side is released from 1ts connec-
tion with the casket-top, which will permit
that wing to move on its hinged connection
with its center section until the hooks of that
wing are released from engagement with the
casket-top. This wing, with the two center

sections of the cover, isturned toward the left-

hand side of the casket. 'The connection of
the center section 4 with the wing 6 will act as
the pivot-point. Thepartsare folded overthe
left-hand side of the casket as far as the stop-
hinge 9, forming the connection between the
wing 6, "and the center section 4 will allow,
When it will appear as shown at Figs.2and 7

leaving the right-hand side of the casket free
from obstruction; and when it is desired to
turn the cover to the left-hand side the wing
6 will be detached and the wing 7 will act as

the pivot-point, when the cover will appear as

shown at Figs. 3 and 6. DBy this construction
the cover can be turned to either side, leav-
ing one side clear, as shown in the drawings.

By means of the hook and latch of the sec-
tion acting as a pivot upon which the remain-

- ing pormon of the cover turns, that wing will

be held
top.

In a child’s casket the cover may extend
the full length of the casket and operate the
same as on a large casket.

When the cover is open, the under face of
either center section will form a suitable
place to which may be attached a plate bear-
ing a suitable inseription.

fir mly in connection with the casket-
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- a series of strips of thin material having one |
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T do not ela2im a casket-cover consisting of
=

side secured to the top and its opposite side

left free, so that it may be lifted up and .
turned or rolled over while being opened, as-
shown in the Bennett patent, No. 427,248;
neither do I claim a casket-cover having two
‘sections permanently hinged to the top, and
‘a center section capable of being detachably |

connected to either of the hlnﬂ‘ed sectlons, as

- shown in patent to Herrick, No 437,492 nor

20
~of the casket, and hinged together,

do I claim a casket-cover eomposed of two
-main sections, each composed of strips con-
“nected 130"36‘131161 each section having a de-

tachable connectlon with the top, as ShOWll in
patent to Hoffman, No. 533,913. |
I claim as my inyention—

1. In a burial-casket, the combmatmn of a
--top having an opening, a cover therefor com-

posed of fou’r sections extending lengthwise
the out-

- side sections havmn a detachable connectwn

with the casket.

‘

)

2. In a burial-casket, the combm&tlon of a |

top having an opening, a cover therefor com-
posed of four sections extending lengthwise
of the casket, and hinged together, the out-

side sections having a detachable connection
with the casket, and the connection between
the two center sections and the two outside

sections being by stop-hinges. Whereby theu_
opening movement 1s limited. --
-3. In a burial-casket, the combination of a

top, having an opening,a cover therefor com-

posed of sections hinged together, the two
outside sections having a detachable connec-
tion with the top along its side adjacent the
opening, said eonneetwn consisting of a lateh =
| and a series of curved hooks, whereby said
outside sections may be disconnected from 40
‘their connection with the top by turning upon

thelr hinged connection Wlth the center SeC-
tion. -

o JAMES B. ANDERSON..-
Witnesses: =~ -
A. O..BEHEL,
- K. BEHEL.
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