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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ToBIAS THEO. PERGA-
MENT, a citizen of the United States, residing
at New York, county and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Fastenings for Shoes and other
Articles, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention is principally intended for
the fastenings of shoes, but is capable of a
wider application. |

The objects of myinventionaretolessenthe
length of lacing used on a shoe, diminish the
number of hooks necessary, and atford a posi-
tive means of fastening the upper end of the
lacing not liable to accidental unfastening.

To these ends my invention consists 1n a
shoe-fastening comprising the usunal eyelets
and hooks of a shoe, (arranged as usual ex-
cept that the hooks may be placed farther
apart than ordinarily,) a single lacing held
at the lower eyelets of the shoe by a head or
button, and a suitable clamp or lock for the
lacing at the upper end of the flap. Prefer-
ably said clamp orlock has a rigid finger, and
the lacing is provided with a number of eye-
lets, through any one of which the said finger
may be passed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, Ifig-
ure I is a perspective view of a shoe to which
my invention is applied, partly broken away
to show the means of attaching the lowerend
of the lacing. Fig. II 1s a top view of the
clamp or lock detached from the shoe. Fig.
III is a side view thereof. Iig. 1V is a sec-
tional view thereof applied to the shoe-flap.
Fig. V is a top view of the blank for the cap

part of the clamp. Fig. VI is a similar view |

of the blank for the bottom part of the clamp.
Fig. VII is a top view of the upper edge of the
shoe-flaps, showing the method of applying
the lacing to the elamp. Figs. 11 to V1I are
to a larger scale than Fig. I.

1 may represent any form of shoe having
usual lacing-eyelets 2 and hooks 3. The

hooks 3 are preferably placed somewhat far- |
ther apart than usual and arranged in zigzag
order, that is, with each hook on one flap
50 half—way between two hooks on the other flap.

Attheupperedge, however, the topmost hook |
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10 and ears at 11.

3 is at the same height as the clamp 4, which

is placed on the ﬂa,n of the shoe 0pp031te said
hook. A single lacing 5 has a flat button 6
at1ts lower end and is passed through the eye-
lets 2 and around the hooks 3, as shown in
Fig. I. It has preferably near its upper end
a series of small metal-protected eyes 7.

The construction of the clamp 4 is such as
to afford a single lock for the lacing, but to
rise as slightly as possible above the flap of
the shoe. The clamp is made 1n two parts:
the cap part 8 and bottom part 9. The blank
of the cap 8 is shown in Fig. V, and 1is
stamped out of flat metal and has a hole at
The form of the blank for
the bottom is shown in Fig. VI. It has two
sharp projections 12, two ears 13, (which have
holes 14,) and an inverted-V slit 15. The
ears 13 are turned up, as shown in Fig. 111,
so that their holes 14 will aitord bearing for
the ears 11 of the cap-piece 3. The ears 13
are at the same time slightly bent or bowed,
so as to afford a seat 16 for the cap and hold
it with spring action while it is in the hori-
zontal position. Thespring, however, of the
ears is not sufficiently strong to prevent the
cap from being turned up to a vertical posi-
tion, asshown in Fig. VII. "T'he sharp points
12 of the blank are turned down to the posi-
tion shown in Fig. III, in which position they
are adapted to enter the flap of the shoe and
be upset, as shown in Fig. 1V, so as to hold
the clamp in position.
within the V-slit 15 is turned up, as shown in
Fig. 111, to afford a tongue 17, which is sur-

The portion of metal
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rounded by the hole 10 of cap 3 when the lat-

ter is brought down to the position shown in

Figs. 11, III and IV. Theeyelets 2 are prei-
embly made considerably larger than usual,
so that the fastening will readlly loosen when
the lacing is released from the clamp.

The opemtion of the fastening will now be
apparent. The lacing 5 is laced through

| the eyelets 2 and pulled taut until its retam—

ing-button 6 is arrested by contact with the
nnder surface of the shoe-flap. The shoe is

| then placed on the foof and the lacing rap-

idly passed around the hooks 5 and one Cof its
eves 7 placed over the tongue 17, the cap 8

‘being raised to allow this, as shown in Fig.

VII. The said cap is now lowered to the po-
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. sition shown 1n FKig. 1, and in that position | located at the rear of the side projections and
will hold the lacing firmly and prevent the I having holes 14 and seats 16 In the bowed 153
loosening of the fastening. parts for the cap to retain and hold the cap

Having thus described my invention, the | with spring action in normal position, and a
5 following is what I claim as new therein and | cap S formed with side ears1l, by which itis
desire to secure by Letters Patent: hinged to the bowed ears, and with a hole 10
A fastening comprising a bottom part 9 | through which the tongue is adapted to pro- 20
formed with sharp side projections 12 located | ject; substantially as described.

transversely thereof, with a longitudinal V- . —
10 shaped slit 15 located in a central position TOBIAS THEO. PERGAMENT.

between the back and the front of the bot- Witnesses:
tom part, witha V-shapedtongue 17 and with | HARRY E. KNIGHT,
vertically and outwardly bowed side ears 13, M. V. BIDGOOD.
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