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1o all whom it may concerm: |

be 10 known that I, JAMES H. STOCKHAM,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Des Moines, in the county of Polk
and State of lowa, have invented a new and
useful Bedelathes-@lamp, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

The object of my invention is to pmduce a
cheap, simple, and durable clamp adapted to
be secured to the side pieces of a bed or crib
and toadmit bedclothesto beclamped therein.

A further object is to provide a clamp that

is automatically adjustable, so that clothes of
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any thickness may be clamped therein, and
which will automatically lock itself in any po-
sition in which it 1s placed.

To this end my invention conslsts in the
construetion, arrangement, and combination
of the various p&rts of the dewee as herein-
after set forth, pointed out in my cl&ims, andl
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— .

Figure 1 is a top view of the clamp. Fig.
2 is a side view of the same shown in an open
position by dotted lines. Kig. 51sa top view
of a modified form of clamp, i1ts operation also
being illustrated by dotted lines.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the reference-letter A is used to designate the
block upon whichthe device is secured. BSaid
block may be secured in any ordinary man-

ner to the side pieces of a bedstead or the de-
vice may be secured directly tosaid side pieces

without the use of a block. |
The part designated by the refer ence-lettel

B is composed of two parallel side pieces with

their ends bent first inwardly, then at right | movable jaw are‘straight and are pivoted at

angles at B? extending beneath the said side

pieces,which side piecesareinclined upwardly

from their forward ends toward their rear
ends, for purposes hereinafter explained.
Staples B? secure the end portions of the parts
B to the block, the right-angled portion B*on
the ends of said part being allowed a slight
vertical flexion. The central portion of this

part B+ is extended transversely of said side
pieces and 1s raised above the block and 1in.
clined slightly rearwardly.

The part C of the device is approximately
U-shaped, the ends being bent in the form of
loops C? to encircle the ends B? and thus pro-
vide a pivotal connection.

The forward end |

| of smd-,part C 1s designed to just clear said

central portion B% It will now be seen that
the pivotal point of the part Cis somewhat be-
neath the rearends of the parallel side pieces
of the part B, and that the forward end of the
part C will pass below the forward end of the
part B when in a closed posifion, and thatthey
will form two jaws adapted to admit bed-
clothes between them. These jaws are op-
erated by the following device: -

D designates a piece of wire bent in a form
convenient to be grasped by a person’s hand,

and having the loops D=2 formed in its ends,
adapted to encircle the side pieces of both ot

the aforesaid jaws, so that when the part D
is drawn forwardly the jaws will be drawn to-
gether and firmly held, and when at the rear-

ward limit of 1ts str oke the jaws will beforced
apart, as clearly shown in Kig. 2, by means of
the upward incline of the sides of the part B.
1t will also be obvious that the device will be
practically locked when 1n any position, as
pressure applied to the ends of the jaws will
not be sufficient to separate them, as they can
only be separated or drawn together by mov-
ing theloops D-longitudinally, and thus com-
pelling the sides C to follow the upward in-
cline of the sides B.

The operation of the jaws will be more read-
ily understood by reference to Fig. 2, which

| shows a side elevation of the clamp with the

jaws in a closed position and by df}t’red lines

in an open position.

It will be understood that the side pieces B
of the fixed jaw incline from the jaw proper
upwardly and that the side pieces € of the

their ends to swing in a vertical plane. The
handle D, having Fwo Ioops D%, is slidingly
mounted with 1133 LoOPS oveﬂappnw the said
side pieces B and C. Therefore said side
pieces will be held close together at the point
where the loops encircle them, although they
cannot at any time lie in the same horizontal
plane. The forward ends of the side pieces B
of the fixed jaw are close to the block or base.
Therefore when said loopsare at theirforward
limitsthehinged jawmust be close tothe base,
that is, in the posifion shown 1n solid lines.
Then when said loops are moved rearwardly
they follow the upward incline of the fixed
side pieces B and areelevated above the block
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- Or base.

~that is, in the position illustrated by dotted
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are pivoted at their rear ends and extended
through said loops.

are in an elevated position said side pieces

-must be elevated in order to assume a position
in line with the pivotal point of the side pieces

C and the elevated position of the loops D7,

lines.
By attaching the ends of the movable jaw

to the ends B~ it will be obvious that by reason

of the resilience of the metal forming said ends
a slight movement of said jaws relative to

each other is permitted, so that when clothes

of differentthicknesses are admitted between
the jaws they will automatically adjust them-
selves.

In the modified form shown in Flﬂ' 3 the.

palt D is extended rearwardly from the loops
D*, sothatwhen used in a horizontal plane the
jaws may be separated by pulling rearwardly

upon the said part and be brouﬂ‘ht ton'ether-

by pushing it forwardly.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new therein, and desire to secure .

by Letters Patent of the United States there-
for, 18—

1A bedclothes-clamp, comprising a fixed
and a hinged jaw each having parallel side

» pleces, the one fixed to a stationary support |
and the other hinged to a like support the

The side pieces Cof the hinged jaw

Hence when the 1oops -

side pieces of one jaw beinginclined upwardly
relative to the other side pieces, and a. handle

having the loops formed therein adapted to

enelrele said side pieces, to operate substan-
tially as, and for the purposes, stated.
- 2. Abedelothes-clamp, comprising a piece

i of wire having parallel side pieces, its ends
-bent at right angles at B3° and its central por-

tion -elevated.&s_set_ forth, a second piece ot
wire C having loops C? on its ends to pivot-
ally attach the said part to the ends A B°and
the part D adapted to form a handle and hav-
ing the loops D? on ifs ends to encircle the
parallel side pieces of the aforesaid parts ar-

ranged and combined substantially as z—md for

-'the purposes stated.

3. A bedclothes-clamp, comprising a piece
of wne having an elevated central portion.

| parallel side pieces and its ends extended at

right angles to the side pieces, for the pur-

poses stated; a second part having its ends

hinged to said straight ends and its sides ex-

tended parallel with the aforesaid side pieces
 but in divergent planes, and loops to overlap

said side pieces, substantially as, and for the
purposes, stated.

JAMES Y. STOCKITAM.

Yitnesses:
J. RALPH ORWIG
THOMAS G ORWIG
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