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To all whom it ey CORCErI.
Be it known that I, ErNEST L. RICKSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Du-

buque, in the county of Dubuque and State

of Jowa, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Car-Door Fasteners;

and I do hereby declare the following to bea

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-

tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to makeand use the
same. | |

My invention has relation to door-fasten-
ers, with more especial reference to use on
freight-car doors; and its object is to provide
means whereby the door may be easily and
securely fastened and readily unfastened.

Tn explaining the details of my invention
attention is invited to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective of the outside of
the fastener, the doorbeing closed and locked.
Fig. 2 is a section through the line X X of
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a perspective of the inside

of the box with part cut away. Fig. 4isa

perspective of the latch. TFig. 5 is a view of
the opposite side of the latch from Fig. 4.
Fig. 6 is a side elevation of part of the cateh.

Like letters of reference denote correspond- |

ing parts in all of the drawings.

The door A of the car is set in the usual
manner in the body of the car B, and to the
outside of the door is secured a plate C by
the bolt a, passing through the door and sup-
plied with a nut upon its inner side.
are also screws 0 b to more securely hold said
plate C in place. It will be seen that by this
mode of fastening upon the inside of the door

there is very little.chance toremove the han-
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dle and lateh, as frequently happens in the
use of car-doors made in the usual manner.

The same bolt a passes through a holein the

handle E and bolds one end of the same. The
other end is secured by the bolt cwith a screw
and nut upon the inside of the door. Tothe
bolt @ is pivoted alateh D. (Shownin detail
in Figs. 4 and 5.) ' o

The latch D is formed of a piece of angle-
iron, having the parts ¢ and e. The part d
is bent at its outer end at rightangles, form-
ing the stay 7. To stay fis secured the bolt

F, which passes through a hole in the part e
of the lateh. The whole lateh D, with bolt |

There

| ', may be cast in a single piece. Through

the outer end of this bolt is a perforafion g,
through which is secured the usual seal G.
There is also in the part e of the lateh D an-

other perforation 72, for the purposes pres-

ently to be disclosed. The jamb I of the
the door has in it a triangular mortise I, and
over this isplaced ametallic box J, (shown in
Fig. 3,) which slides down over the mortise I
and the sides of the jamb H, and one¢ or more
bolts which are passed through the holes <,
upon the inside of the jamb hold the box se-

| curely on the jamb. These bolts may be

countersunk at the heads and also upon the
inner side, so as to allow the door to come
snugly up to the jamb when closed. It will
also be seen by this mode of construction that
the cateh on the door cannot be removed un-
til the door is opened.

In the inner side of the box J is pivoted a
rod 7, and to this rod is pivoted the cap I,
and to the same rod is also pivoted a leaf-
spring %, having two prongs / and i, one of

which presses against the cap Kand the other

against the bottom of the mortise . Upon
the outer side-of the metal box J is secured
the catch L. (Shown in detail in Fig. 6.)
This cateh is perforated by two holes n and o.
Through the holen passes the end of the bolt
F of the latch D, and through the hole o and
the hole % of the latch may be inserted a pad-
lock of any ordinary kind when the latch D
is in the position shown in Fig. 1. 1f a seal
is used through the hole ¢, no padlockis neces-
sary. It is not necessary to use this padlock
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upon doors when the seal & is used, but 1t

may be used upon other doors, and when the
seal is not used the padlock may be inserted
in the hole ¢ of the bolt I, and thus securely
lock the door.

It will be seen by this mode of construction
of my car-door fastener that the only mode of
opening the car-door when the seal ( 1s af-
tached to the bolt I is first that the seal be
broken or removed and then by pressing upon

the ecap K the latch D may be readily thrown
‘up and over.
keep the cap K always in its highest position.

The part [ of the spring will

Having now described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18—
1. A fastener for car-doors, consisting of a
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