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To all whom & may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES I’EKNFANT, a
citizen of the German Empire, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have
invented cerfain new and useful Improve-
ments in Covers for Books, of whlch the fol—
lowing is a specification.

Th1s invention relates to an improved flexi-
ble cover for books, such as Bibles, prayer-
books and the like, in which the corners are

made in such a manner that not only the ob-
jectionable radiating folds but any radial
overlapping port-ions at the corners are dis-
pensed with, said cover being made from one
single blank that is cut out by means of a
die, so that the skilled hand-labor heretofore
required for finishing the cover is reduced to
its ntmost limit; and the invention consists
of a flexible cover for books, made with
rounded - off corners and inwardly-folding
sides and end portions, and narrow edge
strips formed from the corner-pieces of the
side and end portions and being cemented
over the edges ot the corners, so that a flexi-
ble cover with rounded-off corners without

any radiating folds and radial overlapping

portions is obtalned

The invention consists, further,in the con-
struction of the blank from which the cover
is made, as will be fully described hereinaf-
ter, and finally pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a plan view of the blank from
which my improved flexible cover is made.
Figs. 2 and 3 represent one of the corners of
the blank on a larger scale, Fig. 3 represent-
ing the same corner with some of the edges
of the inwardly-folding side and end portions
pared off, so as to be reduced in thickness.
Figs. 4,5, and 6 represent the successive steps
by which the blank is folded and trimmed
off at each corner, and FKigs. 7 and S are re-

ished corner of the cover. |

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

In making my improved flexible cover for
books, such as Bibles, prayer-books and the
like, the blanks A are cut from a number of
superposed pieces of leather or by a suitable
die in sueh a manner that the four rounded-
off corners ¢ and the recesses b adjacent to

| said corners are cut out at the same time,
‘as shown in FKig. 1 and in detaill in Fig. 2.

The recesses b extend from one side of the
corners o toward the outer edges of the blank,
but are of slightly less width than the radius
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of the rounded-off corner, which is obtained -

by making the corner-piece b’ of the blank
somewhat wider than the mward]y-foldmﬁ'
end portion of the blank, as shown in Kigs.
1 and 2.0 This'is aecomphshed by means of a
short slit b?, that extends from one end of
the rounded-off corner a along & portion ot
the circumference of the same, as shown in
Figs. 1, 2, and 3. One edge of each recess
extends radially from the rounded-off corner,
while the opposite edge extends, approxi-
mately, tangentially therefrom.

When the blanks from suitable material
are cut by the die so thalt the four recesses
b b are formed, the outer edge of the corner-
piece b’ and the edge of the side portion e ex-
tending outwardly from the end of the round-

- ed-off corner are pared oft by a suitable knife,

as shown at d d'in Fig. 3, which paring op-
eration is repeated a,t every corner of the
blank. The side and end portions e and ¢’
of the blank are then folded inwardly along
the dofted lines connecting the ends of the
rounded-off corners ¢, asshown in Fig. 1, and
oglued or cemented down to the body of the
blauk so as to produce a cover of the shape
shown in Fig. 4, so that the pared-oit edges
of the corner-pieces 0’ overlap the pared- “off
edges of the inwardly-folded side portions e.
The cover is then turned over or reversed
into the position shown in Fig. 5, so that all
the corner-pieces 0’ are in the pOSlthll shown
in Fig. 5, after which the projecting portlons
of the corner-pieces b’ are trimmed off close
to the rounded-off corners ¢, so as to leave a
narrow edge strip f, as shown in Fig. 6. This
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narrow edge strip fis then cemented over the

rounded-off edge of the corner, it being pret-
erably only of such a Size as to be even in
thickness with the two layers of leather of
which the cornerisformed, and then smoothly
worked over the edge of the cornerand finally
creased on the outside of the cover, as shown
in Fig. 7, so that a cover with perfectly fin-
ished rounded-off corners is obtained.

In placing such a flexible cover on the books
no radiating folds are formed at the COrners,
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which is the main, fuature to. be aimed at,
while the covering edge strips f of the cor-
ners have entu*ely d1sappeared owing to the
cementing and finishing of the edge strips to

the edges of the corners and the creasing at

the outside of the cover. No creasing 1s re-

quired at the inside of the cover, as the same
1s perfectly smooth and as the narrow edge |

strips are worked over from theinside towmd
the outside of the cover. The only overlap-
ping point of the material is at the point
where the pared-off edges of the corner-pieces
b" overlap the p&red oif edge of the side and

end portions e ¢, but as these are located at |

one side of the rounded- -oif corners, they are
not affected by the lapping of the projecting

corners of the cover over the book, and con-

sequently the danger of spre eading or opening
at these overlappmﬂ edges 18 dlspensed with,

which opening is one of the defects of these

1'01.111ded-0ﬂ corners. of the COVers heretofor
in use. |

My improved flexible cover for books can
be manufactured at greatly reduced expense,

for the reason that the cutting of the covers
is accomplished by means of dles in place of

by hand, as heretofore, the die cutting out
the rounded corners, as well as the recesses

adjacent thereto at one. operation, so as to

prepare the blanks for the manual work to

be done, which consists only of the paring

off of the overlapping edges of the corner-
pieces and sideandend portmns of the blank,
and the trimming off of the pl*o,]ectlnw COT-
ner-pieces, so that the narrow covering-strips
for the edges of the corners are obtained and

the cementing of these edge strips over the |

corners, for vhmh_ girls can be readily trained
in place of the sk_ille,d- labor heretofore re-

| forth.

corners, and. the other edge extending
proximately tangentially t]lel‘ef ron, Subsmn-—

n | 562,228

quired for making the iflexible covers with

rounded-off corners heretofore in use.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—
1. A flexible cover for books, provided with

rounded-off corners and inwardly-folding side

and end portions overlapping at one end of

the rounded-off corners, and narrow edge

strips formed from the corner-pieces of the

side or end and cemented over the edges of
the 1"011nded off corners, substantmlly as set

2. A blank for ﬂemb]e covers for books,

provided with rounded-off corners and re-
cesses e*«:tcnduw from said corners toward

the outer edges "of.- the blank, said recesses
being of slightly less width than the radius

of the rounded-off corners, one. edge of said

recess extending radially from each of said
ap-

tially as set fOrth.

3. A blank for ﬂeﬁcible__ covers for boolks,
provided with rounded-off corners, recesses
extending from said corners toward the outer
edges of the blank, said recesses being of
slightly smaller width than the radius of the
corners, the outer edges of the corner-pieces

and the edges of the. side and end portions of
the blank bemg pared off,
set forth.

substantially as

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

‘my invention I have signed my name in pres-

ence of two subseribing witnesses.
CIIAS. IENFANT.

Witnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
JAEKEL,

Gro. W.
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