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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, THOMAS H.MACDONALD,
of Bridgeport, Connecticut, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Clasps or
Locks, which are fully set forth in the follow—
ing specification.

Thls invention has reference to clasps or
locks, and particularly to such as are useful
in Seeuring the cover or removable part of a
casing to the base, In connection with ma-
chines or apparatus, such as graphophones,
type-writers, &e. Such machines are usually
mounted or rest upon the base of an inclos-
ing casing and are adapted to be carried or
Z1fted about by a handle on the cover, the
latter being secured to the base by suitable
devices or latches. That such devices shail
effect a tight closure with facility and security
against aceidental displacement, which would
probably result in damage to the machine,
are the objects in view. According to my
present imvention such objects are attained
by a clasp or device of simple construction,
comprising two members, & hook and a ro-
tatable eccentric having a manipulating and
locking arm, said parts being located respec-
tively on the cover and base of the casing.
The parts are so disposed that when the hook

18 thrown over the eccentric and the latter ro-.

tated, by means of the arm, 1t operates to draw
the cover tightly down against the base, the
arm at the same time being moved to a posi-
tion such that a projection thereon engages
behind the hook and, so long as the parts re-
main in this position, prevents its disengage-
ment from the eccentric. Upon moving the
arm in a reverse direction, however, the ec-
centric operates to automatically disengage
the hook therefrom.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, Figure 1is an end elevation
showing my invention applied to an inclos-
ing casing. Fig. 2 is a similar but enlarged
view showing the parts of the clasp disen-
gaged. FKig. 3 is a view partly in section and
partly in elevation; and Ifig. 4 is an inside
view of the latch, as shown in Fig. 1. Kig. 5

18 a section on line 5 5 of Fig. 4, and Ifig. 6

1s a detall of the eccentric.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
base, and B the top or cover, of an inclosing
casing, the cover being provided with a han-
dle b.

¢ 18 a plate for supporting the machine—
say a graphophone—in the base A.
~ d is a hook pivotally mounted on the base,
so as to swing clear thereof.

On the cover B is a plate e, having oppo-
sitely-extending stems ¢’ ¢°, the latter project-
ing into an opening in the cover. A screw 7,
engaging a threaded opening in stem ¢*, and
a washer ' secure plate e to the cover. Stem
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e’ serves as a bearing for the eccentric g,

which is sleeved thereon and held in place by
a screw ¢'.  The eceentrle carries or 1s at-
tached to an arm g%, formed with a shoulder
or projection ¢°, Whereby it can be rotated to
the desired posﬂamn and the hook locked in
engagement therewith.

11:1 opemtlon the hook may be fleely en-
gaged with the eccenfric when the latter 1s
turned to the position shown in Fig. 3 and In
dotted lines, Fig. 1. After this has been ef-
fected, the eccentric is rotated by means of
arm ¢° to the position shown in full lines in
Fig. 1, throwing the swell of the eccentric
against the hook, drawing the cover B tightly
down on the base A, and also bringing the
shoulder or proj iection g° to a pOSlth]’l behind

the hook, whereby it prevents accidental dis-

engag ement of the hook and eccentric.
To disenga,ge the parts, the eccentrie 18 ro-

tated in a reverse direction to that above de-

scribed, its action causing the automatic re-
lease of the hook.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

In a clasp or lock the combination with a
pivoted hook, of a rot&table eccentric with
which said hook engages, sald eccentric be-
ing mounted to rotate and the hook to swing
in the same plane, an arm on the eccentric
and a shoulder orprojection on the arm adapt-
ed to engage behind and lock the hook into
engagement with the eccentric, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed this
specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
ing witnesses.

THOMAS H. MACDONALD.

Witnesses: |
CLEMENT MARCH,
. L. HUBBELL.
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