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To all whony it maly coneceriv

Be it known that we, ADDISON BALLARD
and Jayves M. IIARPER, citizens ol the United
States, residing in Chicago, in the county of
Cook and State of Illinois, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Communion
Apparatus for Churehes, of whiech the follow-
ing is a specification. |

This invention relates to improved appa-
ratus for individual communion - service n
churches. |

The improved apparatus consists of atray
or server provided with a handle and a series
of individual communion-cups of a peculiar
character. 'Lhe cupsare SO constructed that
the wine they contain is covered so that no
foreign matter can drop into it, so that if ac-
cidentally overturned the wine will not read-
ily spill out, and yet 80 that the communicant
can drink the contents without tipping the
cup or throwing the head back. This latter
peculiarity of the construction of the cupsis
of great convenience and comfort to the com-
municant. Some of the objections made 10
the use of individual communion-cups are
that the small size of the cup, made to hold
only one or tWwo teaspoonfuls of wine, makes
them difficnlt to carry in considerable num-
hers without spilling and very difficult forthe
communicant to drink out of without throw-
ing the head backin an awkward position and
taking the whole cup in the mouth, much as
one drinks out of a bottle. Moreover, where
o number of such cups are carried on a tray
their open tops are apt to receive dirt, or at

least to appear as though they might receive

dirt, unless carried above the shounlder of the
deacon or distributer, and that they are liable
to tip over or spill their contents upon the
clothing of the communicants while being car-
ried and passedaround. The present inven-
tion overcomes all these defects and objec-
tions in a very simple way, as will be under-
stood from the following description orspecifi-
cation, and the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of the same.

Tn said drawings, Figure 1 is a top view of
tlie improved communion-service. Fig. 218
o section on theline 2 2 of Fig. 1. TFig. 818 &
top orplan view ot the individual communion-
cup, and Fig. 418 a vertical section on the

line 4 4 of Fig. 5.

In said drawings, A is a circular salver or
light metal dish having raised edges and pro-
vided with a central carrying-handle 15.

C C, &e., are the individual communion-
cups placed upon the salver, as indicated 1n
Figs. 1 and 2. This consgtruction and ar-
rangement is such, as will be understood, that
the whole apparatus may be readily carried
in one hand, from a point some little distance
above the cups, so that the weight 18 suUS-
pended in such manner that the whole appa-
ratus may maintain easily a level position in
passing the wine about, and also be 80 held
that the salver may be turned readily 1nany
direction to bring any part of 1t toward the
communicant. Thecups are made in a form
to resemble a wineglass, having a foot ¢, &
stem ¢’, and the bowl 2. This construction
is such that it suggests the wine to the eye

| and is therefore an appropriate shape; but in

addition to this 1t POSSESSES special advan-
tages in this relation because it enables the
communicant to readily talke hold of one of
the cups by the stem, even when the salver 1s
£ull of them and their bowls therefore stand-
ing in contaet with each other.

Fach cup is provided
with a concave surface to
upper lip of the communicant. To this cover
is connected a pipeor tube E, extending down
nearly to the bottom of the bowl and having
an aperture ¢ near the edge of the cover. A
slight enlargement or lip I is formed on the
cover opposite this opening e to ofter a ouide
for the lower lip and enable Persons with
poor sight to more readily position the cup
to the mouth for drinking. This cover D 1s
made to fit tightly into the bowl and, if pre-
ferred, may be serew-threaded at the edge or
otherwise locked to the bowl in such manner
that when the cup 1s overturned by accident
it eannot fall off; but a snug frictional fit be-
tween these parts will ordin arily be sufficient
to accomplish all purposes. A small vent-
hole ¢' is punetured through the cover Oppo-
site to the drinking-opening e, and farenough
away so that the upper lip of the communi-
cant will not cover it in drinking.

To drink from this cup the communicant
may hold the same in a vertical position, ap-
plying the mouth to the opening e. '1'he suc-

accommodate the

| tion ot the mouth being applied to said open-

Ho

with a cover D, made

e

1e,

95
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ing e will draw the wine from the bottom of
the bowl until the contents are exhausted,

N ~ the air to supply the vacuum thus created

10

~shaking and motion will not spill the wine to
soll or stain the clothing of the. communi- |

15

~ hundred, are all

ot the ligunid, if any, is

passing in through the vent e’. By reason of

the tube and small vent the wine will not

readily flow out of the hole unless suction is

and when overturned with a shoclk the escape.

carrying a tray of these cups around the

cants. |

- Inuse the eups, enough in number for the
‘communion - service and sometimes several |
lled with wine and closed

T

- with their covers. Then d uring the service

o may be easily cleaned by
- and putting them into hot

"-:'3_0.

- very easy to drink out of without effort or |

‘they may be passed around, which can be
~done with this device in an orderly and guiet

manncer very rapidly. After use the cups

removing the covers
water. |

T'he apparatus above described is cheap,

clean, and easily kept clean, comfortable and |

easy to use, free from the objections usually

‘urged against individual communion-cups,

such as liability to spill the wine, and are

quite slow, and in

The cups and their covers may be made of
~ any desired material—glass, silver, or other
~ metal, in whole or in part; but on account of -_

~ 1ts lightness, cleanness, and freedom from

~ tarnish aluminium is preferred. =~

20

cant.

the wine they may place the cups in their

-
—

the part of the

1n charge. - o
- That which is claimed is—

- prising the bowl, the cover removable from

‘the bowl and covering the entire bowl, the
1 extending to

the bottom of thebowl, and the vent eformed
n the cover, substantially as specified.
| 2. Thecommunionapparatusforchurches,
| consisting of a series of individual commu-
nion-cups, each consisting of a bowl, a stem 3

tube attached to the cover and

~and a foot like a wineglass, and each havin o

the bowl, and a vent in the cover, whereby

said cups are adapted to be conveniently car-
the tray onc at a time and handled without

- ADDISON BALLARD.
| . JAMES M. HARPER.
Witnesses:
- H. M. MuNDpAY,

- Epw. S. EvaRrTs.

- awkwardness on the part of the communi-

- After the communicants have partaken of

& cover covering the entire bowl to which is
‘attached a tube extending to the bottom of

ried about upon a tray, easily removed from

'Sp_i_lli-ng,* and tray, substantially as specified .

rd
ey

seats or upon shelves provided for the pur-
| | 3 | Pose upon the back of the pew in front of
‘applied, and such a cup may even be turned |
‘upside down without spilling its contents,

- 1. The individual communion-cup, com-

AN T
Ul

Q.

(AL
O

40
them, thus avoiding any embarrassmentupon
partaker or the distributer of
the wine. After the service is over the cups o
may be gathered up by the sexton or others =~
| - 45
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