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To all whonv it maly coneeriv:

Be it known that I, WirLiam J. McCoy, of
Santa Barbara, in the county of Santa Barbara
and State of California, have invented a new
and Improved Trousers-Stretcher, of which
the following isafull, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion.

My invention relates to an improved device
for stretching the legs of trousers to remove
wrinkles in the cloth and preserve correct
form of the garment, and has for its object to
provide a novel, simple, and inexpensive de-
vice which will be adapted for a convenient
application, and that in pairs will, when in
position, produce a creaseat the front and rear
faces of the legs of trousers to which the du-
plicate stretchers are applied and remove
wrinkles from other portions of the same.

Tothisend myinvention consistsinthe con-
struction and combination of parts, asis here-
inafter described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in. which similar numerals of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 1m-
proved stretcher device. Fig. 2 represents
the improvement applied to the leg of a pair
of trousers; and Fig. 3isatransversesectional
view of parts of the stretcher, taken on the
line 3 5 in I1g. 2. |

The invention, in brief, comprises two bars
of rigid material that are pivoted between
their ends to the ends of an extensible link,

which permits the bars to be moved toward .

or from each other when swung on the link,
so that said bars may be entered in the leg of

“apair of trousers and receive adjustmentend-

wise to spread the leg and stretch the fibrous
material of the same, removing wrinkles and
creasing the goods at the front and rear of the
trousers-legs when both are operated upon,
thereby giving a new and fashionable appear-
ance to the garment. |

In the drawings, 10 represents the pair ol
stretcher-bars, which are similar elongated
strips formed of hard wood or other suitable
material, these strips being preferablyshaped
as shown, each consisting of a rigid bar that
is mainly parallel on the sides and also on the
edges, having the outer corners of the ends

rounded to facilitate the use of the complete |

- device, and the outer edge of each bar is

heveled to reduce its thickness and afford a

nearly-sharp edge, as indicated in Kig. .

Near the center of length each bar 101s lon-
oitudinally slotted from the inner edge nearly
through or to the outer edge, as indicated at
11, these slots being produced at the center
of thicknessin each barand of acorrectlength
to permit the free movement of parts that are
designed to work therein.

The extensible link that is provided to
loosely connect the streteher-bars 10 is pref-
erably formed of two thin metallie strips 12,
that are of a like form, and have such rela-
tive dimensions as will insure their efficient
action in service. |

One of the link-sections 12 is perforated 1n
series, as shown at 13, these evenly-spaced
perforations being shaped as similar longi-
tudinal slots, which are enlarged at the same
end of each, so as to produce circular aper-

| tures at said terminals of the slots, and hav-

ing a considerable greater diameter than the
width of theslots. The other link-section 12
is provided with two projecting studs 14,
which are of the same size and shape, each

having a body that will freely slide in either

of the slots 13, and a head on the free end of
the same which will readily pass through the
circular hole at the end of one of the slots,
but will bear on the marginal edges of the
slot if the stud is slid therein.

The studs 14 are so located on the same
side of the link-section they project from that
they will be adapted to pass into any two of
the slots 13 that are adjacent, the heads ot
the studs being inserted in the enlarged por-

tions of the slots, and their bodies then moved g

along in the slots proper, which will produce
a substantial connection of the two link-
sections, which can be readily changed to
lengthen or shorten the link in an obvious

. Mmaniner. .

The outer ends of the link-sections 12 are

inserted in the slots 11 of the bars 10 and piv-

oted therein, as is indicated at 15 in Figs. 1
and 2. |

It will be seen that when the parts of the
improved stretcher device are assembled, as
has been explained, and as clearly shown in
Fig. 1, the bars 10 may be rocked on the piv-
ots 15, so as to adjust opposed ends of the
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 bars toward or from each other, and that said
- bars may also be moved in parallel planes to

pee

increase or diminish the distance between

them, 1t being evident that this range of ad-

Justment reaches the point of greatest sepa-
ration of the bars when the hnk is at right an-

gles to said bars, or in the relative p051t10n
shown in Fig. 2.
To apply the 1mplovement to trousers for

the removal of wrinkles, by laterally stretch-
ing the legs of the same, the device is intro- -

duced into the trousers-leg after the bars 10

- have been made to approach each other, so

as to freely admit them, thisadjustment serv-

‘ing to project the ends of the bEle past each

other at cach end of the device.

After the instrument has been mtmduced |

- and properly arranged so as to dispose the

outer edges of the b&l‘?) 10 opposite the front

and rear surface of the trousers-leg said
bars are spread apart by pressure _::Lpphed to

the ends that are advanced beyond the other

terminals of the bars, which will produce a
forcible impinge of the stretcher-bars on the

inner surface of the engaged leg of the trou-

~ sers, as 1s represented in I‘w :":.

Fm effective service the lennth of the two-.
| p.;wt link should be arranged to suit the width

of the trousers-legs, so that when the device
is adjusted, as Shown in Kig.

~at their point of greatest separation, the ma-
~ terial of the ﬁarment will be suﬂlelently
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stretched to eﬁect the removal of wrinkles |

and produce the desired creases in the leg.
As the stretcher device should remain in
the trousers-leg some time, say from one to

several hours, ‘ro expedite the stretching of

both legs of the garment it is best to pr 0V1de

duphcate stletchels which when applied at |

the same time will shorten the period re-
quired to effect the desired result.
It is claimed for the improved stretchel

561,806

that 1t 1s simple, cheap, and practical, and

when not in use may be folded into a compact
form for convenient storage in the corner or
a closet or other place of deposit, taking up
but little available room when thus disposed;:
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and it is further claimed that by employing

-a single link instead of two or more, as here-
.tofore there will not only be a longitudinal
rubbmb action of the bars agmnst the trou-

sers material while the stretcher is being in-

ally conform to the lonﬂ‘ltudmal pitch of the

trousers-leg.
Having. Thus desel 1bed my invention, I
claim as new and desne to secure by Lettem

Patent——--' -

1. In a thUSBIS Stl etcher, the combination
with two stretcher-bars long 1tud1nally slotted

5O

serted, which will aid materially in formin_-g |
the creases, but the stretcher will automatic-
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between their ends, of a connecting-link con-

sisting of two plates having their ends pro-

Jjected into the slots and pivoted to the bars,
one of said plates being provided with slot-
openings and the otherprovided with projec-

{lons to engage in the slots whereby the two

plates will be held in parallelism when ad-

~Justed, substantially as deseribed. |
- 2. In atrousers-stretcher, the combination
~withtwosimilarstretcher-barslongitudinally -
. 2, with the bars | slotted near their centers of length, of a con-
‘necting-link, comprising two plates, one plate

being slotted in series at evenly-spaced inter-

vals in its length, and the other plate being

provided w11311 studs having heads, the slots
“having enlarged openings to receive the heads
ot tlle btuds and the composite link being

pivoted by 1ts ends in theslots of the str etehm -

bars, substantially as described.

| | WILLIAM J. McCOY.

Witnesses:
V. C. B. RALUBUN,
K. M. GALLAHER.
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