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To all whom Tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, FrRaxK T. STACY, a ¢iti-
zen of the United Stateg residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of N{%W York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Portable Iire - Es-
capes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had the'rein to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention relates to certam 1mp1m*e-
ments in fire-escapes, and has for its object
to provide an 1mproved form of portable es-
cape of simple and compact construction, as
more fully set forth hereinafter.

In the acecompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a longitudinal sectional eleva‘bmn of a port-
able fire-escape constructed in accordance
with my invention. Iig. 2 is a longitudinal
Sectional elevation of the same on the line 2 2
of Fig. 1; and Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are sectional
3, 4 4, and 5 3, re-
spectively.

The device forming the subject of my in-

vention comprises a main body portion or

block A, upper and lower sets of handles B
B, a body-strap C, and a rope D, arranged as
described hereinafter.

The block A is pwwded with a tortuous

ends of the block, a.ud through this passage
passes the rope D, one end of which may be

- secured to any iixed point, while the opposite

40

end hangs down toward the ground.

The handles B B’ each comprise two similar
sections & O, each section being pivoted on a
pin «', passing through the block, and the in-
ner adjacent faces of each section being pro-
vided with a semicireular groove b, in which
the rope D is guided. The free ends of the
sections of the handles are preferably con-
nected by small springs ¢, which hold.them in
contact with the rope and in proper relative

- position, while at the same time permitting

the spreading of the sections to accommodate

ropes of varying diameter. |
Through the center of the block passes a

band C, which is continued in the form of a

loop adapted to pass around the body of the |

operator and support him during the descent,
the upper portion only of said band or loop
being shown in the drawings.

111 operation the upper end of the rope D
is secured to any stationary object, and after
the opposite end of the rope is lowered the
operator passes the looped band Caround his
body, preferably under the arms, and then
tightly grasps the lower handle b" forcing
the two Sectlons of the handle into contaet
with the rope and preventing a sudden de-
scent. The pressure exerted upon the sec-
fions of the handle may be altered as desired,
and as the friction upon the rope is reduced
the weight of the hody will carry the person
downward. After the first person escapes or
is lowered the rope, with the device at its
lower end, may be quickly raised and the
lower end of the rope fastened in place, while
the previously-secured upper end is loosened
and thrown down to the ground, so that a sec-
ond person may escape in the same manner
by then catching hold of the handle B, which
i1s then the lowelmo% handle. In t]llS IMAan-
ner much time may be saved, as 1t is not nec-
essary to draw the rope through the block to
render the escape serviceable after having
once been used.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

A fire- -escape comprising in combination, a
rope, a central block A, having a fortuous
passage ¢, handles B, at the Gpposite ends of
the Dblock, each handle comprising grooved
sections 0, 6, pivot-pins ¢’ extending through
said central block and handle - sections
springs ¢, uniting the sections 0, b, of said
handles, and a body band or loop depending
from said central block, substantm,ll ¥ asspeci-
fied.

In testimony whereof I affix my Swn&tme
in the presence of two witnesses.

FRANK T. STACY.
Witnesses:
HERBERT F08S,
JOHN HIGGINS.
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