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To all whom it may concern.:

Be1t known that I, EbwARD G. IIOWDR, a
citizen of the United State% residing at Trini-
dad, in the county of Las Animas and State

of Colomdo have invented certain new and

useful Impmvements in Letter-Boxes; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the mventmn sueh
as will enable others skilled in the mt to
which it appertains to make and usethe same.

Thig invention relates to a letter-box de-
signed more particularly for street use for

the deposit of mail-matter, and the novelty

will be fully understood from the following
deseription and claim when taken in connec-’

tion with the annexed drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view show-

ing the cover closed and the chute or tray in

a Lllt(}d position. [Kig. 2 is a similar view
with the parts in an open position to receive
letters or other mail-matter.
tional detail view taken in the plane indi-

cated by the dotted line « = on Fig. 1.
4 ig a side view of a part of the box with the
door or cover raised, and Fig. 5 is a detail
sectional view taken at the pomt indicated
by the dotted line % ¥ of Fig.

Referring by letter to said d1 awings, A in-

dicates the | box, whichmay be of the form and
configuration usu‘tlly employed to receive

~and ]_:101(:1 maill - matter and is substantially

constructed of metal or other suitable ma-
terial. This box is preferably provided with
a removable back «, which may be secured
by means of bolts or 01311@1 suitable fastening
devices, although I do not wish to- conﬁne
myself to hmrmn' the back removable. The
front wall of the box is provided at a suitable
altitude with an entrance-slot b, and this slot
may be made quite large, soas 60 permit the
introduction of 1:}10113,065 without jeopardiz-
ing the contents of the box in any manner
wlmtevel

B indicates a tray or chute. Thischute is
pivoted within the main box, so as to allow

the sameto filt and discharge its contents, as

will be presently apparent.  In placing this
tray or chute within the main box I first pro-
vide the side walls of said box with grooves
¢, which extend tothe rearedge of said walls,
and arrange one of said grooves directly op-
posite the other, and befme. placing the back

Iig. 3 is a see-

Fig.

wall I insert the lug-journals d, whleh are
formed on or fixed to the rear outer ‘sides of
the side walls of the chute or tray, into said

grooves and slide the tray or chute within |

the box, after which I place a plug or strip e
within said grooves back of the journals, and
then back the plugs or strips with the back
or rear wall ¢ of the box. Itisobvious, how-
ever, that the tray or chute may be pivotml]y
aua,nfred within the box in other ways.
It will be observed that the chute is piv-
oted within the box at its rear lowersides, so
that the forward end, which is open, will
readily discharge when the said chute ortray
has been swung upon its pivot. The chute
has a floor or b&se wall f and a top wall g,
and depending from the floor are parallel
flanges h, which are slotted obliquely, as
shown at 1. The side walls may have their
forward edges curved, as shown at {, and the
front upper wall of the box may be corre-

spondingly curved, as shown at m, and pro-

vided just below the recewmmslot with a
ledge /, which will prevent mail-matter from
enteuncr the main box without fir st entering
the chute or tr ay.

C indicates the cover.

wall n for covering the entrance-glot b, and is
alsoprovided with a finger piece orlift p. This

| - This cover is of a
form substantially as shown, having a front
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cover has side walls ¢ and a top » and is ar-

ranged exterior to the main box, with its rear
51des pivotally connected ther eto.

D indicates the pivots for connecting the

cover to the main box. These pivots are of

a peculiar construction, having an angular

portion s to receive an cﬂ'l“‘lll&l apertme in the
side walls of said cover and a circular por-
tion ¢ to bear in a circular hole or aperture in
the opposite side walls of the box. The inner

also of an angular form and take into an an-
gular aperture in the upper ends of levers K.

These levers K are provided at a suitable dis-
tance from their lower ends with inwardly-di-
rected studs v, which take into the forwardly-
oblique.slots 7 in the depending flanges of the
tray or chute.

pivot-bolts move freely in the apertures of the
main box, and when the lid or cover is raised
to uncover the entrance-slot the levers K,

| through the medium of the pivot-bolts D, will

It will thus be seen _that the

Qo

ends of these pivot-posts, as shown at u, are
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beswung forwardly and npwardly, and by the
employment of the studs ¢ on sald levers,
working in the oblique slots ¢, the chute or
tray will be raised to receive from the slot D,
as better shown in Kig. 2 of the drawings, and
1t will be observed that when the tray or chute

is in this receiving position its floor or bot-

tom wall will close the box and absolutely
prevent the abstraction of any of the mail-
matier therefrom. After depositing mail-
matter through the entrance-slot onto the

tray or chute? by then letting down the lid or

cover, so as to close the entmnce-apertnre,

the direction of movement of the lever will

be reversed and the chute or tray tilted on 1ts

pivotal bearings, so as to discharge 1ts con-
tents into.the box below.

A-box asthus constructed is both cheap and
durable and will not only prevent the en-
trance of rain and moisture, but will abso-
lutely prevent any unauthorized person from
gaining access to ortampering with the mail.

While I have described very specifically
and in detail the construction which I have
shown, yet I am aware that many of the parts
may be altered without departing from -the

spirit of my invention, and I therefore do not

9 | 561,589

wish to be understood as limiting myself to
the precise construetion which 1 have shown
and described.

Having described my invention, what I

claim 18—

The combination with the box, having a slot

or aperture for the entrance of mail-matter;
of the chute or tray B, having its side walls

provided with the forwardly-oblique slots and

pivoted within the main box, the levers hav-
ing studs to enter said slots, the cover for the
entrance slot or aperture and the bolts pro-
vided with the angular portions to receive the
said cover and the round portion to bear in
the side walls of the box and also having the
angular portions to receive the upper-ends of
the levers, whereby the lifting of the cover
will also :lift or raise the chute or tray, and

the lowering of the cover will dump the con-

tents of S&ld chute or tray into the box, Sub—
stantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
EDWARD G. HOWER
Witnesses:
1. K. AULTMAN, .
- E. B. SOPRIS.
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