(No Modél.) o o o
- ~J. M. FLANNERY.
o . SKIRT SUPPORTING BELT. - _ -
No. 561,576, . o ‘Patented June 9, 1896.

-

000poa0ng

P

ANDREW B.GRANAM. PHOTO-UTHO. WASHINGTOR, D C




IO

20

28

30

35

40

45

JOSEPI M. FLANNERY,

OF BRADDOCK, PENNSYLVANIA.

SKIRT-SUPPORTING BELT.

SPECIFICATICN forming part of Lette;r's Patent No. 561,576, dated June 9, 18986.

Application filed February 17, 1898, Serial No, 579,559,

(No _moc'lel.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH M. FLANNERY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Braddock, in the county of Alleﬂmny and
State of Pennsyh ania, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Skirt-Sup-

porters; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
Invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it pertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-

companying dmwmn’s which f01m a part of

this specification.,

My invention relates to devices adapted to

maintain or support ladies’ skirts.
Heretofore, so far as I am aware, dlfﬁeul‘r}
and trouble have been encountered in prop-
erly supporting a skirt around the waist of
ladies. Safety-pins and other similar devices
used for this purpose have been found not
only troublesome, but also inefficient, as the
16’1813 strain upon the rear of the wmmem 18
sufficient to pull it from beneath the belt, oc-
casioning notonly anill fitting of the gar ment

butin cre&siu o the danger of tearing the same.

T'he object of my invention is to produce a

Simple and efficient device, by the use of

which these difficulties will be avoided. .

Iwilldeseribe myimproved skirt- -supporter
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, which illustrate the same.

Figure 1 18 a perspective view of a skirt-
supporrter constructed in accordance with my
invention. Kig. 2isasectional view through
the overlapping ends of the waistband. Kig.

3 18 a sectional view on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1,

showing the manner of attaching a skirt,

A deswnates the belt or ﬁeuble band form-
ng a pEth of my improved skirt-supporter
and by which 1t is secured in position. This
belt is formed of thin spring-steel or other
sultable material and is preferably covered
with muslin or other light fabric. As said

above, this belt A is adapted *t0 be secured

around a lady’s waist, one of the ends thereof

being bent, as at B, and adapted to engage

with one of a series of slots or apertures C,
formed in the body of the belt near the other
end thereof.

D designatessleeves which are loosely fitted
on. the be]t A, and adapted, atter the ends
thereof have been secured in the manner de-
scribed, to be C;hpped over the overlapping
parts to assist in holding the suppcu ter firmly
in position.

The belt Ais provided with an integral up-
wardly-projecting widened plate E, whwh 18
arranged, preferably, at a point about mid-
way of the belt, and is provided with means

for engaging mth buttons or sumlm devices
on the Skllt

As shown, the plate E has formed thel em'

two par allel lon gitudinally-extending slots I
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x, which communicate, respectively, with a

series of short vertical downward- extending
slots or notches f g. The notches f are de-
signed to engage with bufttons secured on an
undelgkut When 1t 18 designed to employ the
supporter for Supporting two skirts, while
the notches g will receive buttons secured to
the outer skirt. |

By makingthesupporter of metal and form-
ing the skirt-supporting plate integral with
t"1e, belt or waistband I prevent sueh band
from being stretched and distorted in shape
by the strain on the said plate.

When the belt or waistband of the sup-
porter is made of fabric and the skirt-plate
is connected with the belt by separate fas-
tening means the weight of the skirt, and the
movement thereof, Whel_l the wearer is mov-
ing, causes a strain which is taken entirely
by the fabric belt portion. This becomes
stretched to such an extent as to be unsuited
for the purpose for which it was intended;
but by making the plate integral with the
belt or waistband and m&king the latter of
metal I provide for distributing any strain
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around the entire belt, and therefore provide

a more durable and effective deviee than
would be possible if a fabric belt or waistband
were employed. |
What I claim is—
As a new article of manufacture, a flexi-
ble belt having a substantially centr ally-ar-
ranged, widened, upwardly-projecting exten-
sion formed with a longitudinal slot commu-
nicating with each of a series of vertical slotsg,
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sald belt and extension being formed of a In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing I
sheet of metal integral throughout, one end | hereunto aflix my signature this 12th day of
of the belt having a hook, and the opposite | February, A. D. 1896.

end having a series of slots through the metal JOSEPH M. FLANNIERY. [L. S. |
5 sheet, andamovablethimble adapted to cover | In presence of— |
and secure the jointed ends of the belt, sub- CHAS. F. RANKIN,

stantially as set forth. C. A. WILLIAMS.
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