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To all whom sz may COnCeri:
Be it known that I, JoEN HENRY MILLER

~a citizen of the Umted States, residing in the
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city of Washington, in the Dlstl ict of Qoln m-

pr ovements in Attachments for Telephones,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to telephones, and
more specifically to an attachment to the call-
box thereof for the purpose of preventing the
turning of the crank operating the mechan-

ism therein when the transmifter and receiver
are in connection with a telephone at:the other
end of the line."

When it is desired to use a telephone for
the purpose of communicating with a person
having a telephone connected with the cen-
tral office of the system, connection is secured

between the two Lelephones through the cen-

tral office. Thisis done by turmn o the crank
placed at the right-hand side of Lhe call-box.
L'he rotation 01 the crank operates mechan-
ism which signals the central office and oper-
ates meehmnsm therein which indicates the
telephone from which the call is made. Now

it often occeurs that the person who has an-

swered the call is not the one with whom it is
desired to communicate, and when this fact
1s ascertained it usunally becomes necessary to
go in search of the person desired, or it may
be that either of the persons using Lhe instru-
ment is temporarily called away before he has
finished his conversation over the wire. TUn-
der such circumstances another person coms-
ing to the telephone and desiring to use i,
110L knowing that it isin eonnectmn with an-
other telephone turns the erank on the call-
box for the purpose of securing connection
telephone through the central office,
whereupon the central office breaks the con-
nection. 'T'he second comer may secure con-
nection with another telephone by the time
the user of the instrument who had left it
but temporarily returns, thereby causing an-
noyvance and delay to the latter; or, as at

public telephones in large buildings, where

the calls are received by a messenger, a call
1s made for aperson in the building, and while
the messenger is gone to inform him of the
call the connectmn is broken or changed by

D1a, have 11wenmd GGI’tELlI] new and useful Im-

and 2.)

when the person called gets to the call-box
there is no means of telling who it was that
called him up, and much inconvenience and
sometimes serious loss is the result. To pre- 5
vent as far as possible annoyances of this
kind, I have devised a shield easily and
cheap]y constructed, which may be readily at-
tached to the side of the call- box by means of
a hinged support inserted between the edges 6o
of the box and the door thereto, and ‘which
may be swung around toward the crank and
held in position by a hook attached to the call-
box near the rear thereof and set into an eye
at the outer end of the shield, and when the 6z
telephone is not in use the shield may be
swung around against the face of the door of
the ca,ll box and kept there as long as desired
without interfering in any wise with the use
of the instrument. Any suitable notice may %o
be placed on the shield conveying the infor-
mation that the telephone is in use when the
shield is placed in front of the call-crank.

In describing my invention reference is to

‘be had fto the accompanying drawings, in 75

which similar figures of 1"eference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views. |

Ifigure 118 a front elevation of a telephone,
showing the shield at one side infront of the
crank, its position when in front of the box 8o
being shown by dotted lines. Tfig. 2 is a top
plan view of the call-box, showing the crank
and hoolk, a portion being broken away show-
ing hinge of shield. Fig. 8 is a perspective
view of the shield and strap to whleh 113 1s 853
hinged.

In carrying out my invention I use a shleld,

preferably formed of sheet metal, tin-plate

serving that purposeadmirably. I malke the
shield oblongas toits general dimensions with, go-
rectangular outlines, except that its four cor-
ners may be cut away in straight lines, as
shownin I'ig.1,or theymay berounded,though

| 1t is obvious that the shield may be circular,or

nearly so, without departing from the princi- 95
ple of my invention. The shield 1 is hinged
to a strap or support 2. (Shown in Figs. 1
The edges of the upper and lower
part of the shield are turned over and down,

as shown in IFig. 3, to form guides 8 for the in- 100
sertion therein of a card, if 50 desired. The

another person having turned the cr:mk and | hinge 3 is made by recessing the end of the
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plate comprising the shield for a distance
about midway of its width at the end, and
turning over and back a part of the plate on

either side of the recess 4 to form knuckles
or eyes 5, the edge of the plate above and be-
low the hmﬂ*e bemn* on a line therewith. A
projecting p01131011 of the strap 2 correspond-
ing with the width of the recess 4 on the
shlelcl-plate is turned over to form a knuckle
or eye 7, through which and the eyes 5 of the
shield a pintle 6 is passed for holding the
shield to the strap. The hinge-strap 79 is
made to extend from the front of the call-box
door 9, at the edge thereof, back to the edge
of the call-box, against which the door 9 1s
hinged and rests when closed. It is then
turned. at a right angle to form a part to rest
against the edge of Lhe call-box 10, and at a
pomt where it reaches the interior of the box
it is again turned at a right angle toward the
rear of the interior of the box and extends
along and rests directly against the side
thereof. When the hinge —strap 2 is thus
formed, all that is usually necessary to hold
it firmly in position, when placed in the call-
box 10 at a point in front of the crank 11, 18
to open the door 9 of the call-box 10, plaee
the strap 2 therein, as described, and close
and lock the door. The strap 2 however,
has a hole 12 in it at the point where it rests
against the edge of the call-box, in which a
serew or nail may be inserted to fasten 1% to
the edge of the call-box, 1f desired.

A hook 13 is fastened back of the crank 11
to the molding of the base-board by means of
a serew-c¢ye 14 to be hooked into the eye or
loop 15, formed on the outer end of the shield,
when it is desired to hold the latter firmly in
front of the crank.

By using the shield as shown and described
a simple and effectual means of preventing
the use of the telephone by others when per-
sons commaunicating therewith are interrupt-
ed is provided. By placing the shield bearing
a notice thereon in front of the crank the re-
ceiver need not be laid down to indicate that

the telephone is in use, but may be hung on

the rack provided for its support at the side
of the call-box. The receiver is made cylin-
drical for greater convenience in handling it,
and when laid on a desk or other support it
frequently r olls off, and asit is of considerable
weight it is sometimes seriously damaged and
the insulated wire connected ther emth being
little more than a merec filament, is often
broken, causing serious trouble and aNnoy-
ance. Again, when the receiver is not rest-

tween stl 1ps secured -

ing in the rack the circuit with the local bat-

tery of the telephone is complete and the bat-
tery is constantly being weakened and ex-

hausted.

It is obvious that instead of inserting the
strap 2 between the door and edge of box, as
described, the hinge can be tacked upon the
outside of the call-box; but any means of at-
taching the shield to the box by screws or
acks driven into ifts outer surface is objec-
tionable. My shield may also be attached by
making the strap 2 flat and inserting 1t be-
0 the face of the box by
passing them across the face of the door and
securing their ends at either end of the door
when closed by merely bending said ends be-
tween the door and its frame or by having
the strips turned so as to clasp the face of the
box by extending backward at the corners
thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. An attachment for telephone-boxes, con-
sisting of a movable shield having a hinged
strap adapted for attaching the shield to the
telephone-box by inserting the strap between
the doorand the edge of the box, substantially
as shown and desecribed.

2. An attachment for telephone-boxes, for
indicating that the telephone is being used in
connection with another telephone, consist-
ing of a shield having guides on the face
thereof and hinged to a strap, to be inserted
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and supported between the door and the edge -

of the call-box to which said door is hinged,
substantially as shown and described.

3. An attachment for telephone-boxes, con-
sisting of a movable shield having guides on
the face thereof, a hinged strap for attaching
it to the telephone-box, and a hook for hold-
ing 1t In position, Subst&ntmﬂv as and for the
purpose described.

4. In combination with a telephone call-
box provided with a crank, a shield, having
guides thereon, hinged to a strap adapted 0
be inserted between the door of the call-box
and the edge thereof, and a hook for securing
the shield in front of said crank, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I hereto affix my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

JOIUN HENRY MILLER.
Witnesses: -
O. B. LESTER,
HARRY W. W ALLIS.
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