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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL H. SCHWIETE, :
citizen of the United States of Ameriea, 10-
siding at Denver, in the county of Ar apahoe

and State of Colomdo have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Inkstands,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention 1‘elates to certain improve-
ments in inkstands, and more particularly
to certain devices for preventing the great
evaporation of ink contained therein, and at
the samne time allowing a pen to be dipped
into the ink, thereby opening the cover by a
slight pressure thereon. |

To such end 1t consists in constructing an
ink-well of novel features, the nature of which
will appear from the fo]lowmﬂ speclﬁmtwn
and claims.

The drawings presented herewith show the
invention in its simplest form, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a com-
plete inkstand. Tig. 2 is a central vertical
I'ig. 3is a plan
view of the inkstand with the cover removed
and showing the automatic elosing device
Fig. 41s a section similar
to Fig. 2, but showmfr a pen dipped into the
ink and the closing dewee In an open position.

In the views, A is the body of an inkstand
of ordinary form, and Bis the cover, adapted

“to close up the top of the stand, and which

can be removed when it is desired to fill the
inkstand. Ininkstandsof the common form
the ink contained therein evaporates very
(uickly when the inkstand is uncovered, and
my present invention iIs with a view to pre-
vent this evaporation by supplying the stand
with an automatic closing device which will
yield easily to the slightest pressure of the
pen and open sufficiently to allow the pen to
be dipped into the ink. Immediately upon
the withdrawal of the pen the closing device
will cover up the opening, thus preventmn
any waste of ink through empomtion. o
I have shown the present device as secured
to the cover of the inkstand; but it is obvi-

ous that it can be secured to the body of the-

stand, if 1t is so desired. In securing it to
the cover, however, it can easily be eleaned

50 and kept in very g 200d working order.

As shown in the drawin oS, the cover B3 is

apexes at the lowest point.

closing device.

provided with an opening b for access to the
ink. To the under side of the.cover is se-
cured a frame C, and this frame is preferably
constructed of 13w side portlons ¢ ¢ and V-
shaped guiding portions ¢’ ¢?, parallel to each
other and slightly spaced apart, with their
These V- -shaped
ﬂuldmg -plates are provided with openings ¢’

¢!, one above the other, of sufficient size to
convemently allowa pen to be thrust through

the same, and between the V-shaped Duulmﬂ
portions ¢’ ¢® are sliding plates D D which
form the cover.
preferably given the shape shown in Kigs., 2
and 4, bemo slightly bent, as seen at &, 10
further asmst in the perfect operation of Lhe
The bottom portion of the
V-shaped plate ¢? is preferably curved, as
seen at ¢’ and forins a stop, limiting the down-
ward movement of the sliding pla,tes D D,

which, from their gra Vlty, normaﬂ) assumc

the poswmn show.u in Kig. 2—that is, the
lowest point possible for Lhem to attain.

W«Vhen a pen is thrust through the openings:

b ¢® ¢*in the cover and V- qhaped plates, re-
spectively, it crowdsthe lower portions of the

plates D D away from it slightly and then

forces Lhem upward between the guiding por-

tions ¢’ ¢?until the pen passes between them.

When the pen is withdrawn, the plates fall
to their normal position, thus covering up the
opening.

The device thus described is extremely
simple and is a gr eat convenience and sav-
1ing of ink. The operating parts are con-
str ucted of some non-corrosive material, or
may beformed in the glassof thestand itself.

The frame C can ewdently be secured to
the body of the inkstand as well as to the
cover, and in this case the guiding-plates ¢’
2 are left open at the top, so that the sliding
plates D D may be removed for the purpose
of cleaning them, or,
the mkst.md The open spaces at the top are
preferably covered with a glass cover to pre-
vent the evaporation.

Having now deseribed and e*zplmned my in-
vention, wlmt Iclaim asnew, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— -

1. In an automatic 01081110 device for 11:11{-
stands, the combination with the top b, hav-

These sliding plates may be -

when it is desn*ed to fill
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ing a suitable opening, of the V-shaped guid-
. ¢*, having the openings, ¢?, ¢,
the sliding plates D, lying in said guiding-
frame, and normally adapted to cover up

the opening, but adapted when pressure 1s
brought to bear upon their meeting edges to
slide away from said opening and to return

to their normal position when sald pressure

is removed; substantially as described.

2. The combination with the top B, having
the opening,b,of the V-shaped guiding-frame,
¢, ¢%, ¢ having the openings, ¢, ¢*, the slid-
ing plates D, D, lying within said guiding-
frame and normally resting upon the portion,
¢’, and adapted when pressure is brought to

561,348

bear upon their meeting edges to slide away
from said opening; substantially as deseribed.
3. Thecombination in an inkstand with the
cover B3, having the opening 0, of the guiding-
frame ¢', ¢, supported by said top, and hav-
ing the openings ¢, ¢*, the sliding plates, D,
D, Iying within said frame, said frame being
arranged upon the proper angle to allow the
sliding platesto slideupinsaid guiding-frame
when pressure is brought to bear upon their
meeting edges; substantially as described.
CARL II. SCHWIETE.
Witnesses:
ITENRY MUHELSEN,
JOosErPH C. HHEINZ.
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