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Lo all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, WiLLiaM A. WHITKEY,

a citizen of the United States, residing at By-

ron, in the county of Ogle and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Check-

- Hook,of which the following is a specification.
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L'his invention relates to improvements in
that class of check-hooks having rockers or
pivoted catches by means of which the check-
rein 1s secured against accidental displace-
ment when properly engaged with the check-

hook, and has for its object to stmplify,

cheapen, and render more efficient this class
of harness attachments. So far as I am
aware the rockersor pivoted catches of check-
hooks as heretofore constructed are held in
locked relation by separate and independent
springs or by the tension of the checkrein,
and the latter class of devices are undesir-
able, inasmuch as the jerking movements of
the checkrein frequently result in the loos-
ening and disengagement of the checkrein
from the check-hook, and in that class of de-
vices which require separate and independent
springs the construction is more or less cum-

- bersome and expensive and the springs them-

N
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selves frequently give way or present pro-
Jecting portions, which not only mar the ap-
pearance of the device but frequently chafe
the harness and result in injury to the hands
when engaging or removing the checkrein
from the check-hook. All these objection-
able features are obviated by the present in-
vention, and the check-hook is constructed
with especial reference to be used in connec-

tion with single or double harness.
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1The improvement consists of the novel fea-
tures which hereinafter will be more particu-
larly set forth, specified in the claims, and
which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the check-
hook complete in its appointments for use
with double harness. Fig. 2 is a side eleva-

tion of the same as it will appear for use in
connection with single harness. - Fig. 3 is a
view similar to Fig. 2, showing the rocker or
cateh 1n position to admit of the engagement
of the checkrein with the hook., Tig. 4 is a
detail view of the hook having the rocker or

catch detached. Iig. 5 is a detail view of the
rocker or catch. TFig. 6isa detail view of the
detachable loop.

T'he check-hook comprises a shank 1 and a
bill 2, and in general appearance is similar to
the ordinary check-hook. A stud3isformed
with or provided on the inner side of the
shank 1 and has the rocker or catch 4 Pivot-
ally connected therewith.

In order to adapt the check-hook for single
or double harness, the loop 5 is detachably
connected therewith, and for this purpose
sald loop has an extension 6, which is adapted
to be fitted to the end of the shank 1, and in
order to provide a neat and finished joint be-
tween the extension 6 and shank 1 the latter
is recessed on its upper side, as shown at 7,
to receive the extension 6, whereby the latter
comes flush with and conforms to the surface
of the shank 1 on all sides, and the loop 5 is
secured to the shank 1 in any preferred man-
ner, preferably by the same fastening 8 usu-
ally provided for securing the check-hook to
the harness-saddle. |

The rocker or catch 4 comprises curved
members 9 and 10, which extend from a com-
mon point 11,which is cleft to receive the stud
3 and which is pivotally connected with said
stud by means of the pivot 12. The members
J and 10 curve on symmetrical lines and in
the same direction and are about the same
length, and the member 10 normally occurs
or extendsacross the space between the shank
and the bill, so as to form a bar or lock to se-
cure the checkrein against accidental dis-
placement from the check-hook after being
properly engaged therewith. The member
J extends. about half-way around the bight
formed between the shank and bill and is fit-
ted In a recess 13, formed in the inner lower
side of the bight or end of the check-hook 14,
andserves as a stop to limit the forward move-
ment of the member 10, and at the same time
provides a wear-plate to compensate for the
rubbing and friction of the check-hook,there-
by preventing the weakening of the latter by
the wearing action of the checkrein.

The bill 2 is elastic and is constructed so
as to form a spring of itself to engage with
the end of the member 10 and retain the
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rocker or catch 4 in locked relation, thereby
seeuring the checkrein from accidental dis-

placement afterbeing engaged with the check-

hook. When it isrequired to place the check-

rein in engagement with the check-hook, the

rocker or cateh must he drawn back with suifi-
cient force so as to spring the bill 2 from en-
cagement with the member 10, and after the
checkrein is placed in the angle between the
curved members 9 and 10 the rocker or catch
is again pressed forward, thereby securing
the checkrein between the bight or end 14 of
the check-hook and the member 10, as will
be readily understood. The end of the mem-
ber 10 comes just inside of the bight 14 and
a line passing at right angles to the shank 1
and through the pivot 12. Hence it will be

seen that the normal tendency of the member
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10,when subjected to the tension of the spring-
bill 2, is to force the said member 10 forward
or toward the bight 14, and this tendency is
counteracted by the curved member 9 en-
oaging with the bight 14, as will be readily
comprehended.

The invention is applicable to different pat-
terns and makes of check-hooks. Theretore
it is to be understood that in the embodiment
of the same various changes in the form, pro-
portion, and the minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of this invention.

I{aving thus deseribed the mvention,
is claimed as new 18—

1. A cheek-hook, comprising a shank and a
spring-bill, in combination with a catch, or
rocker, pivoted at one end to the said shank
and extending across the space between the
shank and the bill and engaged at its oppo-
site end by and bearing against the spring-
bill a short distance from its end and retained
in working position thereby, and said catch
having a portion extending forwardly of its
pivotal end and engaged with the shank to

L.

limit the forward movement of the cateh or

what

| rocker, substantially in the manner set forth,

for the purpose described.

2. A check-hook comprising a spring-bill
and having a rocker, or pivoted catch, held
normally closed or in locked relation by en-
cagement therewith of the said spring-bill,
said rocker, or catch, comprising two curved
members, the forward one of which engages
with the bight of the check-hook and forms
a stop and a wear-plate, substantially as sct
forth.

3. A check-hook formed with a spring-bill
and having a recess in the inner lower side
of its bight, and a rocker, or catch, compris-
ing curved members, one of which fits into
the said recess and the other extending across
the space between the bill and the shank, and
engaged by the spring-bill, by means of which.
the said rocker, or catch, is normally held
closed, substantially as set forth for the pur-
pose deseribed. | '

4. The herein shown and described cheek-
hoolz, comprising a shank having its rear end
recessed and formed with a spring-bill, and
having a recess in the inner lower side of its
bieht, and having a stud on the inner side of
the shank, a loop having an extension to
snugly fit the recessed end of the shank and
detachably connected with the latter, and a
rocker, or pivoted catch, having a cleft end
to receive the said stud to which it has piv-
otal connection, said rocker, or cateh, com-
prising similarly-curved members, one of
which enters the recessed hight and the other
pressed upon by the spring-bill, whereby the
rocker, or catelr, is normally held closed, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM A. WHITNEY.
Witnesses:
CLARENCE R. I1TART,
T.yMAN T1. SMITH.
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