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To all whom it may concern.:
Be 1t known that I, JouNy D. RipPsoN, of

| Roehestel in the eounty of Monroe and State
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of New York have invented a certain new

and useful Improvement in Burial-Caskets;
and I do hereby declare that the followmn
1s a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, referenee being had to the drawings ac-
companying this appheatmn

My improvement relates to extensible cas-
kets, or those that can be lengthened and
shortened to receive bodies of different
lengths.

The invention consists in the construetion
and arrangement of parts hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of

the casket with the 1id in place. Fig. 2 is a
similar view with the lid removed and with
one end of the casket extended. Fig. 3isa
longitudinal section in line x = of Fig. 1.
I‘10 4 18 a cross-section in line ¥ ¥ of Flﬂ‘ 1.
I‘lﬂ' 5 18 an enlarged plan view, pmtmlly 111
seetlon of one corner of the casket. Fig.
Is & cross-section showing the spring for hold—
1ing the glass plate. Fw 7 18 an under side
pla,n view of one corner of the lid. Fig. 8 1s
an enlarged cross-section of same in hne 27
of Ifig. 1

The easket -body or receptacle is composed
of a stationary section A and extensible end
sections A’ A% the latter being extensible to

make the coffin of greater or less length.
Kach end section has a projecting bottom
board a, forming a slide, which slides over
the bottom board b of the stationary section
and is retained in place by cleats ¢ ¢ on the
sides of the stationary section. The end sec-
tions are locked in place in both positions by
means of notched hasps d d, pivoted thereto

and engaging with pins f f of the stationary

section., Each of the end sections has also
projecting dowels g g on opposite sides, which
enter corresponding sockets 2 2 of the side
pieces of the stationary section, and on op-
posite sides of these dowels lapping plates
ok, which cover the joints between the sec-
tions, as shown in Ifigs. 2 and 5. The outer

plates are made of sheet metal and thin, so
so that they can be covered with cloth without
producing undue projection at those points.

In like manner the lid which fits on the top
of the casket is made in sections B B’ B?, cor-
responding with and fitting over the sectlons
of the casket, and the end sections being mov-
able with the end sections of the casket, The
joints between the lid-sections are covered
with sheet-metal molding-plates m m, spun
to fit the moldings of thelid, one end of each
molding-plate bemﬂ fastened to the movable
section and the other end sliding freely over
the stationary section. Being thm the outer
plates can be covered with cloth without eX-
posing any projection. On the under side of
each end section of the lid are attached dow-
els n n, which slide in ways p p of the sta-
1:101'1&1‘37 section of the lid, said dowels being
slotted, as shown in Fig. 7 and screws pass-
ing tthllU‘h sald slots and forming stops to
the outward movement of the end eectmne of
the Iid.

C and C" are two sheet-metal panels cover-
ing the top of the lid. One of these panels,
C, is permanently attached to the end section
B’ of the 1id and slides out and in with it.
The other one, C, is unattached and slides
mdependently forward and back, resting on
suitable ways in the sides of the lid. The
inner ends of the two panels lap past each
other, as shown, and rest under the cross-
piece r, which covers them at all times. The
panel ¢’ can De slid back its whole length in
order to expose the face-plate and to obtmn
access to the interior of the casket.

D is the glass face-plate located beneath the

‘sliding pa,nel C' and capable itself of being

slid fmward and back to expose the interior
of the casket. K is a spring attached to the
under side of the cross-piece r and provided
with two or more shoulders s s, forming stops
to the end of the glass at di ferent adJust-
ments of the casket The free end of the
spring extends up above the glass, so as to be
reached by the hand. DBy mlsmﬂ' the spring
to its full extent the stops 016&1 the end of
the glass and the latter can then be slid in-
W&I‘d 1ts full extent.

The casket and lid can be covered with
clothand ornamentedin the usualway. Each
section must be covered and ornamented in-
dependently of the others, sothat the adjust-

- ment can take place, and the panels at the
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top of the lid must also be covered independ-
ently.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. A burial-casket receptacle or body made
in three sections, the end sections adjustable
longitudinally, provided with projecting dow-
els ¢ g which enter sockets of the central sec-
tions, and with side plates /& & which project
across the space between the central and end
sections lapping the sides of the central sec-
tion and covering the joints, the outer plates
being made of sheet metal and thin, whereby

the sections can Dbe covered with cloth ex-

tending across the joints, as herein shown and
described. | |

2. A Dburial-casket lid made In three sec-
tions, the end sections adjustable longitudi-
nally, provided with dowels on the under side
sliding in sockets of the central section and
held Dby set-serews, and provided with thin
sheet-metal moldings on the uppersidesliding

| on the moldings of the casket-body, whereby

the sections can be covered with cloth and
cover the joints, as hercin shown and de-
scribed,

3. A burial-casket body and lid, each com-
posed of three sections corresponding with
each other, the outer sections adjustable lon-
oitudinally, the end body-sections provided
with dowels and lapping plates, and the end
lid-sections with dowels and thin moldings,
the exterior lapping plates and moldings cov-
ering the joints between the sections and en-
abling a cloth covering to be used cxtending
across the joints between the sections, as here-
in shown and described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
wilnesses.

JOTIN . RIPSON.
Witnesses:

RR. F. OsGoOD,
CHAS. A, WIDENER.
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