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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HAROLD E. LEAN AND NICHOLAS S. BRAY, OF CALUMET, MICHIGAN.

ADVERTISING OR BULLETIN BOARD.

- SPECTFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 561 ,231, dated June 2, 1896.
| Apylication filed August 3, 1895, Serial No, 558,140, (No model.) '

To all whom it may concerm:

Beit known that we, HAROLD E. LEAN and
NICHOLAS S. BRAY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Calumet, in the county of
Houghton and State of Michigan, have in-
vented a new and useful Advertising or Bul-
letin Board, of which the following is a speci-
fication. *

Thisinventionrelates to advertising or bul-
letin boards of that class which have a series

- of pockets formed by grooving or rabbeting
. cleats In their opposing sides, and reversible
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- thereof.

signs or slats interchangeably and removably
fitted in the said pockets and which are held
in place by means of a strip common to all
and closing the open ends of the pockets.
Theobjectof the present inventionis toim-

prove this character of sign or advertising |

boards and to provide a simple and efficient
means for securing the signs within: their
pockets, the same consisting of a locking-bar
havingslotsatintervalsinitslength toreceive
correspondingly-shaped projections of the
sign-board, and turn-buttons supported by
the sald projections and adapted to be turned
30 a8 to sit crosswise of the slots of the lock-
ing-bar and retain the latter in place.
Other objects and advantages will become
manifest as the nature of theinvention is un-
derstood, and the same consists of the novel

features, which hereinafter will be more par-

ticularly set forth and claimed, and which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—- - | - |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an adver-
tising or bulletin board constructed in accord-
ance with the present invention, showing the

manner of mounting the same and showing

some of the slats or signs removed so as to
disclose the signs provided on the inner walls
of the pockets. TIig. 2 is a vertical section
Ifig. 3 18 a detail view showing the
locking bar or strip detached. . Fig. 4 is a de-
tail view of the lower iron. |
Theadvertising or bulletin board 1 is formed

~ with aseries of pockets 2, into which are fit-

5o

ted interchangeably and removably the va-

rious signs or slats 3. These signs or slats

will have the desired matter to be displayed
imprinted upon both sides thereof, so as to
designate the goods, the price thereof,quality,
&c. The pocket at the top end of the board

18 wider than the rest and is intended to re-
celve a sign bearing the name, place of busi-
ness, and any other matter to make known
the name of the merchant, the trade-name of
his place of business, and any other required
Information commonly placed upon signs by
merchants. The pockets 2 may be formed in
any approved manner, and, as shown, are pro-
vided by attaching substantially T-shaped
cleats4tothesidesofthe board. Thesecleats
extend in parallel relation, and the pockets
formed therebetween are closed at one end by
a strip 9, which is permanently attached to
the board and gives a finished appearance
thereto, and the said pockets are closed at
their opposite ends by the locking-bar 6, which
has slots 7 to receive projections 8, of corre-
sponding shape, extending from the opposite
edge of the board 1. Turn-buttons 9, having
pivotal connection with the projections 8, are
adapted to pass through the slots 7and to be
turned so as to sit crosswise of the said slots
and retain the locking-bar in place. |
Both sides of the board will be similarly
constructed, Inasmuch as it is intended to
place the same so that both sides will be ex-
posed, and for this purpose the board will be
placed so as to extend at right angles from
the wall or support to which it is secured.
That edge of the board having the removable
locking-bar will be placed adjacent to the
wall or supportto which the board isattached,

‘thereby protecting the turn-buttons to a cer-

tain extent and preventing mischievous per-
sons from manipulating the same and remov-
ing the locking-bar and changing or altering
the signs or slats 3 after the same have been
properly arranged by the merchant.

Irons 10 and 11 are attached, respectively,
to the top and bottom ends of the board 1,
and their end portions project a short dis-

tance beyond the inner or rear edge of the

board and have angular openings 12 to re-

ceive the vertical portions 13 of L or hook

shaped fastenings 14, made fast to the wall
or support to which the advertising or bulle-
tin board is to be attached. The vertical por-
tions 13 of the fastenings 14 are made angu-

lar to correspond with the shape of the an-

gle-openings 12, thereby preventing the turn-
ing of the board after the latter is placed in
position upon the fastenings. The lower iron
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2 561,231

11 has ears 15, which extend vertically and
between which is fitted the lower end portion
of the board and which receive the fasten-
ings or pins 16, by means of which the board
and iron are secured together.

It will be seen that the slots 7 and the pro-
jections8are of correspondingshape. llence
when the locking-bar is fitted to the said pro-

jections it 1s mcapable of longitudinal or lat-

eral movement, and when the turn-buttons
are moved so as to sit crosswise of the slots
the locking-bar will be held in place and se-
cure the signs or slats 3 in place in thelr pock-
ets. In order to increase the usefulness of
the device, advertising data is printed upon
the inner walls of the pockets, so that upon
the removal of the signs or slats such data
will be exposed. Additional signs or slats
will be kept on hand, so as to replace those
in position when it is required to make up a
different list or change the character ol the
advertisement or bulletin.

It is to be understood that the board may
be formed either of wood or metal, as desired,
and when constructed of metal it is obvious
that the irons 10 and 11 may be dispensed
with or differently related, as there will be no
necessity for providing the same to strengthen
and stiffen the board.

The signs or slats may be of & length corre-
sponding withthe length of the pockets,or may
be composed of two or more sections which
unitedly correspondin length with thelength
of the pocket, thereby 1]1;:1,13_111 provision Tor
displaying in a single line the name of A com-
modity, the qlmn_tity,, and the price of the
quantity sodisplayed. Thedevice may be pro-
vided in any required form to suit the nature
of the place to which it is to be fitted or to
meet the requirement of the merchant.
Therefore it is to be understood that in adapt-
ing the invention to meet a particular need
changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of this invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new 18—

1. In combination, an advertising or bulle-
tin board having transversely-disposed pock-
ets in both sides closed at one end and open
at the opposite end, signs or slats inter-
changeaDbly fitted in the said pockets, a lock-
ing-bar forclosing the open ends of the pock-
ets on both sides of the board and having

slots or elongated openingsatintervals in its

length, oblong projections extending from the

dn'e of the board adjacent to the open ends
of the pockets to snugly fit within the slotsof
the locking-barand comeabout flush with the
outer side “Fher eof, and turn-buttons pivoted
to the said oblong projections and register-
ing therewith to admitof the Iﬂcklnmbar be-
ing removed or placed in position, and adapt-
ed to be turned crosswise of the slots in the
locking-bar to secure the latter in place, sub-
smntmlly as described.

2. In combination, a sign or bulletlin board
having transverse pDc]{ets in a side thereof,
slats removably fitted within the pockets, a
locking-bar having slots at intervals in its
lenﬂ'th oblong pro,]eetfmns extending froman
edﬂ'e of the bOfu d to snugly fit within the
slots of the lockin o-har and comeabout flush
with the outer side 131‘101‘001? turn-buttons hav-
ing pivotal connection with the oblong pro-
Jccbmns and adapted to register therembh
and consiructed to be 13111*116(1 crosswise of 1;-]'1.0,
slots in the locking-bar to retain the latter
in place, irons secured to the top and bottom
edges of the Dboard and having one end ox-
Lendmﬁ' beyond the lockmﬂ—-bm* and formed
with an angular opening, .fmd hooks secured
to awall or support and having angular por-
tions to enter the angular openings in the
projecting endsof the irons to hold the hoard
in the required position, substantially as sct
forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
ourown wehave hereto affixed our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

HHAROILD I.
NICITOLAS S

LEA“\T
RAY.

Wi tnesses:
W. R. OATES,
DUNCAN DBUCHANAN.
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