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Lo all whonv Tt may concern:

Beit knownthatI, WirLiax A. BEIN,of New
Haven, in the county of New Haven and State
of Connecticut, haveinvented anew Improve-
ment in Pianos; and I do hereby declare the
following, when taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings and the letters of
reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, and which
sald drawings constitute part of this specifi-
cation, and represent, in—

IFigure 1, a detached plan view of a metal
harp-base constructed in accordance with my
Invention; Iig. 2, a view thereof in front ele-
vation; Fig. 3, a view in vertical transverse

section, showing also the lower end of the

harp. |
My invention relates to an improvement in
planos, and more particularly to metallic
bases for the harps thereof, the object being
to provide the harp of a piano with a base
which will not be disfigured by the constant
contact of the feet with it, and which shall
provide an effective mounting for the pedals.

With these ends in viewmy invention con-
sists in certain details of construction and
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claim.

In carrying out my invention as herein
shown I employ a rectangular chambered
metallic base A, cast in one piece and con-
taming a large upwardly-opening chamber
A, the upper portion of which receives the
reduced lower end of the harp B, which rests
upon horizontal flanges A% projecting inward
1nto the said chamber from the side walls of
the base, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 3.
Thesaid baseis constructed with straight side
walls and with a bead ormolding « at its lower
edge; but its particular form and ornamenta-
tion may be widely varied, as will be appar-
ent. Thefrontwall of the baseisconstructed
with three openings A3 A% and A%, receiving
the inner ends of the pedals C, ¢V, and (2, all
of which are pivotally mounted apon short
horizontal ping D, supported in the forward
ends of wooden blocks E, B/, E2 and 15, rest-
ing upon the bottom of the base and se-
cured thereto by screws I, extending upward
through the said bottom, as shown in Ifig. 3.
Lhe inner ends of the levers extend between
the said blocks and play up and down in the

lower portion of the chamber A’ of the base |

- between the bottom thereof and the lower end

of the harp B.

It will be readily understood that a metal
base thus constructed and applied to the lower
end of the harp will receive the wear thereof
due to the constant contact with the feet of
the performer at the instrument. Being of
metal, the base will not be disfigured by this
contact, but will withstand any amount of
wear without showing it. The base, more-
over, forms an ornamental finish for the harp,
the strength of which it also inecreases. Tt
forms also an excellent mounting for the
pedals. |

Another feature of my invention provides
for the adjustment of the pedal-sticks (x,
which are acted uponbytheinnerends of the
pedals.

It is apparent that in carrying out My in-
vention some changes in the construction
shown and described may be made, and I
would have it understood that I do not limit
myself thereto, but hold myself at liberty to
malke such changes therein asfairly fall with-
In the spirit and scope of my invention.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a piano, the combination with a metal
harp-base having a large upwardly-opening
chamber, a flange extending inward into the
sald chamber below the upper end thereof,
and pedal-openings formed in the lower por-
tion of the front wall of the base at & point
below the said flanges; of a harp having its
lower end reduced and inserted into the up-
per portion of the said chamber so as to have
a bearing upon the said inwardly-extending
flange; pedals having their inner ends insert-
ed 1into the lower portion of the said chamber
through the said pedal-openings in the front
wall of the Dase, and means located within the
lower portion of the said chamber for pivot-
ally supporting the pedals, substantially as
set Lorth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
Specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
Ing witnesses. |

WM. A. BEIN.

Witnesses:
FRED. C. EARLE,
LILLIAN D. KELSEY.
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