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To all whom it may concerrn:

Be it known that I, MARY ADELA CORNES,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Buf-
falo, in the county of Erie and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Driers, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention consists in a device for dry-
ing and smoothing handkerchiefs and other
small articles, especlally delicate fabrics,
which might be injured in the ordinary proc-
ess of drying and ironing.

The object of the invention is to provide
apparatus of this kind upon which handker-
chiefs may be dried in a perfectly smooth con-
dition, free from wrinkles and creases, with-
out the necessity of subjecting them to the
wear and tear incident to the use of irons and
mangles, and without stretching them upon
pins, as is sometimes done. Handkerchiefs
dried upon this drier do not possess that
glossy appearance retained by articles which
have been ironed, but present more the ap-
pearance of a new article.

A further object is to provide a small port-
able drier which is neat in appearance and

is of convenient size to be carried in a valise

or trunk. It is a particularly valuable ad-
junct to a lady’s traveling outiit.

In the accompany ing drawin o5, which form
part of my speci eatwn I‘wme 1 18 a per-
spective view of my 1mpr0ved drier, consist-
ing of three panels partly opened out. Fig.
2 is a similar view of a two-panel drier, show-

ing the manner of placing the handkerchief

upon the same. Fig. 3is an end view of a
two-panel drier folded and Fig. 4 18 a verti-
cal section through one of the pmels show-
ing the preferr ed construction.
Refelunn' to the drawings, A, A', and A°®
indicate panelq preferably made of Wood, and
each about fifteen inches square, or slightly

~ larger than an ordinary handkerchief, and as

thin as may be without liability to breakage
or warping. 'Two or more of these panels are
connected together in a series by hinges B, so
that they may be opened out or folded upon
each other.

of three layers of wood veneering glued to-

As shown, each panel consists |

—r,

gether with the grain at different angles, so as
to resist any tendency to split or warp. A
suitable filler is applied to the wood, after
which I apply a coat of spar varnish and two
or more coats of Japan varnish. After this
18 dried it is well sandpapered. Thisgivesa
smooth hard surface, impervious to moisture,
upon which the handkerchiefs may be placed
to dry. Any other materials which will ren-
der the wood smooth and impervious to mois-
ture may be used instead of the varnishes
specified. 'I'he hinges b are set 80 as to sep-
arate the panels by a short space at theirin-
ner or hinged edges, and the entire panels
are held apart and parallel throughout by
projections or stops a, affixed to one or more
of the panels neartheir outeredges. Around-
head tack or screw driven into the panel may
be utilized as a suitable stop. A small space
1s thus provided between the panels which
prevents the handkerchiefs on adjacent pan-
els from sticking to each other when the pan-
els are folded.

In operation the panels are opened up and
laid out flat. A clean wet handkerchief C is
placed upon the panel A, for instance, and is
smoothed out by the hand until all wrinkles
are taken ouf of it. A second handkerchief
is placed upon the panel A’. If three or more
panels are used, another handkerchief is
smoothed out, upon the upper surface of the
panel A'and a fourth handkerchief upon the
panel A% and so on. The outer faces of the
outside panels may also be utilized. The
drier is then carefully placed upon its edge
in the position shown in Kig. 1 and exposed
to artificial heat or the sun until the articles
are dry. The bandkerchiefs will adhere to
the panels until -dry. When removed, they
will be found to present the appearance of
new articles, being free from all creases or
wrinkles or the gloss due to ironing, and will
have a finish which is preferable to that im-
parted by mangles or smoothing-irons. The
outer or cover panels prevent disturbance of
the handkerchiefs on the inner surfaces and
protect them from dust while drying.

It will be evident that other materials than
wood may be employed in the construction of
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the invention—such as sheet metal, glass, or | said hinged side, and having stops for hold-

hard rubber; but for various reasons wood is | ing them a like distance apart at the opposite

preferable. | side when the panels are folded upon each
Having described my invention, what I | other, substantially as described.

5 claim 18— | In testimony whereof I affix my signature 13

In a drier, the combination of two or more | in presence of two witnesses.

panels having smooth surfaces impervious to MARY ADELA CORNES.

moisture, each pair of adjacent panels being Witnesses:

connected at one side by hinges arranged to DANL., II. MCMILLAXN,

10 hold the panels at a stated distance apart at DELPHTIA MCMILLAN.
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