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1o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM WIGGINS, of

Brockton, county of Plymouth, and State of

Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Running-Board Attachments for
Street-Cars, of which the following deserip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying
drawings; is a specification, like letters on
the drawings representing like parts. |
T'his invention has for ifs object the pro-
duction of means to prevent the dangerous
practice by passengers of standing on the
running-board of street-cars,. on the inner
side, or that adjacent the othertrack. Often-
times the space between passing street-cars
18 so small that persons standing on the in-

ner running-board of an open car run great

danger of bodily harm, and accidents from
this cause have been of frequent occurrence.

In accordance with my present invention
simple and effective means are provided for
making it impossible to obtain foothold on
the running-board at one side of a car when
desired, and preferably the protective devices
tor the two sides of the car are so connected
that when one running-board is in use the
other 1sprotected from usage, and viee versa.

Figure 11is an end elevation of an open
street-car with the platform and running-
boards in section and with one embodiment
of my invention applied thereto, and Fig. 2

is a perspective detail of one end of the run--

ning-board and its protective attachment.
The wusual running-boards @, supported
firmly upon rigid hangers or brackets b,.may
be and are of any well-known and usual con-
struction, and to the outer edges of the said
boards I pivotally connect, as by hinges a*,
two-part protectors ¢ ¢'. As shown at the
lett, Ifigs. 1 and 2, the lower member ¢ is of

such width that it may at times lie flat upon-

the top of the running-board a, the other
member ¢’ at such time occupying a substan-
tially vertical position, suitable hinge con-
nections ¢ holding the members ¢ ¢’ together.
The member ¢ may be kept from falling out-
ward in various ways; but I prefer to make
use of a simple upright guide ¢* at one or
both ends of said member, the guide cooper-
ating with a pin-¢% (see Fig. 2,) which not
only keeps the member ¢’ from pulling out,

a vertical plane when the protector is oper-
ated, closing the space between the car-floor
and the upper edge of the member ¢. One
or more preferably sector-shaped lugs ¢* are
secured to the under side of the member ¢,

extending through slots ¢’ in the running-

boards «, when the device is inoperative, and
a chain, cable, or other suitable flexible con-
nection fis attached at its ends to the oppo-
site sectors of the two members ¢ and passed
over guide-sheaves ' f'.
be supported in any suitable manner, being
herein shown as secured to the under side of
the car and above the inner lower corner of
the lugs ¢*, which are preferably grooved in
their curved faces to receive the flexible con-
nections /. The said connection is of such
length that when one of the members ¢ is
down upon the running-board, as shown at
the left, Ifig. 1, the other two-part protector
¢ ¢’ will be straightened and drawn up into

The sheaves may
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the position shown at the right, making a

downwardly-inclined surface, upon which it
18 impossible to stand. When a member ¢ is
folded down, persons maystand thereon just
as they would upon the running-board.
Should the operative protector be acciden-
tally depressed, it would tend to raise the pro-
tector at the other side of the car, and to pre-
vent this I provide a locking device for each

protector, shown as a spring-cateh %, which

hooks over thelower edge of the slot a’ of the
running-board when the protector is in inop-
erative position. When therelative position

of the protectorsistobereversed, the catch is

released, and the conductor or motorman by
pressing down upon the protector in opera-
tive position depresses it till its catch en-
gages, the other or released protector being
thereby raised into operative position. |

My invention is not restricted to the pre-
cise construction and arrangement herein
shown, as various modifications may be made
without departing from the spirit and scope
of my invention. | |

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. In an apparatus of the class described,
the running-board, a two-part jointed pro-
tector therefor pivotally connected to the

but guides it so that its upper edge moves in | outer edge of and above said running-board,
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means to bring the members of the protector
into alinement and inelined tothe board, and
an independent vertical guide for and in en-
gagement with the upper edge of the protec-

- tor, substantially as deseribed.
2. In an apparatus of the class described,
the running-board, a protective member piv-

otally connected to the outer edge thereof,
and above the board, a lock to normally re-

ro tain said member against the board, and in-
dependent meansto move the protective mem-

ber into operative position when unlocked,

substantially as described. -
3. A street-car having a running-board at
15 each side thereof, a protector for each board,
connections between said protectors, whereby

when one is in operative the other will be in
inoperative position, and a lock to retain the
protectors in predetermined position, sub-

20 stantially as described.

4. A street-car having a running - board,
a two-part longitudinally-jointed protector
therefor pivotally connected to the outeredge
of and above the board, a stationary vertical
ouide for and in engagement with the inner
member of the protector, a lock to normally
retain said protector in inoperative bent po-
sition, upon the running-board, and inde-
pendent means to move said protector into
oxtended position, whereby the two parts
thereof form a continuous inclined surface

above the running-board, substantially ‘as

described. - - |
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. |
WILLIAM WIGGINS.

Witnesses: o
NATHANIEL D. TOPPAN,
GEORGE A. TORREY.
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