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UNITED STATES
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CHARLES ENGERT, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

FOLDING BOOTH.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 060,401, dated May 19, 1896.
Application filed December 18,1895, Serial No, 672,525, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:
Beitknownthat I, CHARLES ENGERT, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Folding Booths, of
which the following is a specification. |
1'his invention relates to improvements in

'folding booths which are adapted for use as

voting-booths, bathing-booths, and the like.

The object of iny invention is to provide a
new and improved folding booth which is
simple in construction, can easily be erected
for use and folded compactly for storage,
stands firmly when erected, and is not very
expensive.

The invention consists in the construction

and combination of various parts and details,

as will be fully described and set forth here-

Inatter and finally pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
letters of reference indicate like parts in all
the figures, Figure 1 is a perspective view of
my Improved folding booth, parts being
broken away and the canvas covering omit-
ted. Kig. 2 is a plan view of the top braces,

parts being broken away. Tig. 3 is a side

viewof thesame, parts beinginsection. Figs.
4 and 5 are side and end views of the caps on
the upper ends of the uprights. TFig. 6 is a
side view of the folding braces. Fig. 7 is a
side view of the desk-support. Fig. 8 is a
horizontal sectional view on the line 8 8 of
Fig. 7, looking upward. Fig. 9 is a view of
the under side of the desk, with the supports
folded overit. Fig. 10is a perspective view
of the holding-socket on the under side of the
desk. Fig. 11 is a perspective view of the
socket on the stanchion for the desk-support.
Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the booth
with the canvas covering.

desk-support and desk, parts being broken
away. Fig. 14 is a bottom view of the modi-
fied construction of the desk, the stanchions
being shown in section. Fig. 15 is a trans-
verse sectional view on the line 15 15 of Fig.
14.  Fig. 16 is an elevation showing the
hinged desk suspended from the stanchion
ready for packing. '

1'he booth 1s constructed with four corner

Fig. 13 is a detail
side view of the modified construction of the

standards or stanchions A, each provided at
its bottom with a foot A', having its bottom
slightly tapered or pointed to prevent slipping
on the floor. At its upperend each stanchion
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has a cap A® provided with two upwardly-

projecting lugs a, through which a bolt b can
be passed. .

The top of the booth is formed of four di-
agonal braces I3, each provided at its outer
end with a metal fitting B’, having a hole e,
through which the bolt b can be passed, the
sald fitting being between the lugs a, and at
its outer end each fitting B’ has a hook B2
from which the canvas covering for the booth

can be suspended. A cross-shaped center
| piece C has four pairs of wings C' at right an-

gles to each other, and between said pairs of
wings the inner ends of the braces B are piv-
oted in such a manner that they can swing
downward only. The wings (' of each pair

-are connected at their outer ends and top

edges by a cross-piece C°, which prevents
swinging said braces B upward.

The stanchions A are connected at the
front, the sides, and the rear by the toggle-
braces K, the front brace being arranged at
the top and the side and rear braces at the
bottom. Each toggle-brace is composed of
two arms K, pivoted at their outer ends to
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the stanchions and at their inner ends to g .

flanged clip E? below the flange, so as to per-
mit the arms to swing downward, but not up-
ward, the flange of the clip E? holding them
in line, as shown in Fig. 1.

For voting-booths a suitable desk F must

be provided, and the same consists of a board

having rectangular corner-recesses T’ at the
rear cornersfor receiving the rear stanchions.
The side braces G for supporting the desk are
provided at their ends with countersunk clips
J, fitting in sockets K on the inner faces of
the front and rear stanchions. The side
braces G are provided at their rear or inner
ends with longitudinal slots G', through which
pins L pass into the under side of the desk F.
Preferably such slots are formed in exten-
sions J’ of the rear countersunkelipsJ. Two

holding-sockets M are attached to the under
side of the desk at the front edge. |

In place of making the desk as an entirely
detachable piece it is provided at one end
with a hinge O, of which one leaf is attached
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to the deSl; and the other leaf is pivoted by a

pivot O to one of the stanchions A, as shown

in Figs. 13 to 16. In this construction the
desk-supporting brace G at the hinge need
not be provided with the countersunk clip J,
but has a slotted metal end piece J°.

The desk can be raised on thehinge O until
in its raised position it rests against the
stanchion and then can be swung down on
the pivot O’ tohangin front of said stanchion,
as shown in EFig. 16.

The canvas covering P is provided with
evelets Q at the top, through which the hooks
B? on the ends of the top braces B can be
passed in such a manner that the canvas cov-
ering hangs from the top of the frame. At
the center of the front of the booth the two

edges of the canvas covering meet and are

held together by a strap R. Straps S with
buckles are attached to the side of canvas
covering.

The booth is erected for use and folded for
transportation and storage in the following
manner: The four stanchions A areseparated
as far as the top braces B and side braces K
will permit, and said braces are then pressed
down at the center joints until they are on a
horizontal line, as shown in Fig. 1, and where-
by a stiff rectangular frame is formed. The
braces G, forming the desk-support, are then
applied by passing the countersunk end clips
J into the sockets KX on the stanchions and
then the desk is pushed to the rear as far as
possible, it being guided by the slots G' and
pins L.  'Whenthe booth is folded, the braces
G rest longitudinally on the under side of the
desk, as shown in Fig. 9, and must first be
turned ninety degrees, so as to bring them
into the transverse position, as shown in Kig.
8, the top edges of said braces passing into
the sockets M on the under side of the desk.
Thereby the desk is held firmly and securely
in a convenient position, as shown in Fig. 1.
The canvas covering P is then suspended, by
means of the eyes Q, from the hooks B? on
the ends of the braces B, and its edges are
connected atthe top of the front by means of
the strap Q'. o o

To fold the booth, the canvas covering is
first removed. Then the desk is pulled to the
front and its supporting-braces are lifted off
the sockets K, and the said braces are folded
lengthwise on the under side of the desk, as
shown in Fig. 9. Then the top braces B and
side, front, and rear braces E are raised at
their hinged or jointed centers, whereby the
four stanchions are moved radially toward
cach other until they are in contact. the
desk, with its supports, is then placed on the
folded stanchions, andthen the canvas cover-
ing is wrapped around the folded stanchions,
braces, and the desk and the ends of the can-
vas are secured by the straps S. The bundle
thus formed can be transported and stored
most conveniently. "

In the construetion shown in Ifigs. 13 to 10,
in which the desk is hinged to one of the
stanchions, the desk is first raised before fold-
ing,the supporting-braces G arefoldedlength-
wise under the desk, and then the desk 1s
swung down into the position shown in Fig.
16, the hinge O turning on its pivot O".

ITaving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a folding booth, the combination with
four corner-stanchions, having winged caps
at their upper ends, of a center piece having

four pairs of wings, cross-pieces connecting

the top edges of the wings of each pair, braces
pivoted at their inner ends between two of
said wings and having their outer ends piv-
oted between the wings on the caps on the
stanchions and hinged braces connecting the
lower parts of the stanchions, substantially as

‘Therein shown and desecribed.

2. In a folding booth, the combination with

corner-stanchions, of hinged braces connect-

ing them at the top, braces at the bottom, re-
movable side braces provided with longitudi-
nal slots, a desk-board resting on said remov-
able side braces and pins passing through the
slots in the side braces into the desk and serv-
ing for holding the braces on the under side
of the desk-board, substantially as herein
shown and desecribed.

3. In a folding booth, the combination with
corner-stanchions, of hinged braces connect-
ing them, detachable side braces, each having
a longitudinal slot, a desk-board resting on
the side braces, a pin passed through ecach
slot into the desk and holding the side hraces
on the under side of the desk-board, and sock-
ets held on the under side of the desk-board
for receiving the upper edge of a side brace,
substantially as herein shown and desecribed.

4. In afolding booth, the combination with
corner-stanchions, of hinged braces connect-
ing them, a desk-board, side braces mounted
to slide and swing on the under side of the
desk-board and means for engaging the ends
of said side braces with the corner-stanchions,
substantially as herein shown and described.

5. In a folding booth, the combination with
corner-stanchions of hinged braces connect-
ing them, a desk-board, a hinge attached to
the desk-board and pivoted to one of the
stanchions and side braces for the stanchions
mounted to swing and slide on the under side
of the desk-board, substantially as herein
shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 12th day of De-
cember, 1390,

CHARLES ENGERT.

Witnesses:
OsCAR K. GUNZ,
N. M. FLANNERY.
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