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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM ALBERT OWENS, OF IHANNIBATL, MISSOURI
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 560,364, dated May 19, 1856.
Application filed Octaber 31, 1695, Serial No. 587,523, (No model.)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM ALBERT
OWENS, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Hannibal, in the county of Marion and
State of Missouri, have invented a new and

useful Fence, of which the followingis aspeci-

fication.

The invention relates to improvements in
fences.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of wire fences, and
toprovide asimpleandinexpensive one which

will be strong and durable and which may be
readily and rapidly erected.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide simple and efficient means for attaching
the wires to a fence-post and for enabling the

wires to be readily adjusted vertically to the
desired position.
The invention consists in the constr lthlOH

~and novel combination and arrangement of
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parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a fence constructed in accordance
with this invention. FIig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tional view. I'ig. 3
view of one of the adjustable clamps for se-
curing the wires to a post. Ifig. 4 is a similar
view showing a clamp adapted to form one
of the leaves of a hinge for eonnectm a gate
to the fence.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-

figures of the draw-

responding partsin all the
Ings.

1 designates vertical fence-posts, preferably
consmtmn of water or gas pipe or similar tub-
ing, and a.dapted to be 1"eadily driven into the
oround and having any desired number of
longitudinal fence-wires 2 attached to them,
and the fence-wire may be barbed or other-
wise, or woven-wire fencing can be employed.

The fenece-wires are attached to the fence-
posts by means of adjustable clamps 3, con-
sisting of bands of metal having outwardly-
bent terminals 4 and provided with project-
ing lugs 5. Each band 1s preferably con-

str uoted of malleable metal, and is of a di-
ameter slightly less than that of the post, in
order that it may be slightly spread to receive
the post, and the terminals are connected by

is a detail perspective

a bolt 6 or other suitable fastening device
which causes the band to clamp the pos§
tightly.

The bolt is preferably engaged with one of
the terminals of the band to prevent it from
rotating, and its nut is adapted to be engaged
by a wrench or other suitable tool to tighten
the band. The outwardly-bent ends of the
bands are provided with opposite recesses
42 for the reception of the fastening devices.
One of the recesses is arranged at the lower
edge of one end of the band. Theother recess
is arranged at the upper edge of the other end
of the band, and this construction facilitates

the assembling of the parts.

The lug 5 which engages the fence-wire 18
formed integral with the band, and is prefer-
ably located at the upper edge thereof, and be-
fore the band is tightened the wire is placed
between the lug and the post, and as the nut
engages the post by the rotation of the nut
of the fastening device the wire 1s securely

held by the lug 5, which ineclines upwardly

“toward the post to confine the fence-wire.

When it is desired to hinge a gate to a
corner-post, which is preferably of slightly
oreater diameter than the intermediate post,
clamps 8 are employed, and are constructed
like the clamps 3, but are provided in addi-
tion to the construction before described with
horizontally-disposed lugs 9, perforated for
the reception of a vertical pintle-rod 10,
which also passes through similar perforated
lugs 11 of clamps 12 of a gate 153*. 'T'he lugs
are alined to receive the pintle-rod, and the
ends of the latter are threaded for 13110 recep-
tion of the nut.

In order to support the posts and to elmble
them to withstand the strain incident to
stretching a wire and to prevent them from
turning or leaning, inclined braces 15 are
employed, and are preferably located at the
end posts, but may be arranged at any other
desired points. Xach brace is preferably
constructed of tubular metal and is provided
at each end with a coupling 14. The coup-
lings are provided with longitudinally-dis-
posed sockets or openings to receive the ends
of the brace and are suitably secured to the
same and are each provided with a pair of
longitudinally-disposed arms 15. The coup-
ling at the lower end of the brace has its arms
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receiving or straddling an anchoring-gtake

15 and secured thereto by a fastening device

16, passing through perforations of the arms
and the stake 15, the latter being preferably
constructed of metal similar to the fence-
posts. The coupling at the top of the brace
has its arms embracing or straddling the ad-
jacent fence-post and is secured thereto by
a fastening device 17, which passes through
perforations of the arms of the posts. DBy
this construction the fence-postis firmly sup-
ported in an upright position and is prevented
from turning or twisting under the strain in-
cident to stretching a fence-wire, and the
fence - wires are prevented from becoming

loose or losing any of their tension through

movements of the post.

It will be seen that the fence is simple and
inexpensive in construction, that 1t 18 strong
and durable, and that it may be rapidly
erected and carried in large quantities with
convenience. It will also be apparent that
the fence-wires are firmly and adjustably se-
cured to the fence-posts and may readily be
moved upward or downward to arrange them
at the desired elevation and that the con-
struction for attaching the fence-wires to the
posts forms a convenient hinge for attaching
a gate to a post. |

Changesin the form, proportion, and minor
details of construection may be resorted to
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without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of the inven-
tion.

What I claim is—

1. In a fence, the combination of an ad-
justable clamp adapted to embrace a post,
and consisting of a band having outwardly-
bent ends provided with opposite recesses 4*,
located at the upper edge of one of the ends
and at the lower edge of the other end, a bolt

“arranged in the recesses and interlocked with

the ends of the band, and a lug adapted to
engage a fence - wire, substantially as de-
scribed. |

2. In a fence, the combination of a fence-
post, a short stake, an inclined brace extend-
ing from the post to the stake, couplings ar-
ranged at the ends of the brace and compris-
ing longitudinally-disposed sockets receiving
the ends of the brace, and arms arranged 1n
pairs, extending longitudinally of the brace
and embracing the post and the stake, and
means for securing the arms to the post and
the stake, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM ALBERT OWENDS.

Witnesses: |

Ric¢HARD L. FLEMING,
LUZERNE BULKLEY.
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