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To all whom it maiy concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM W. GLECK-
NER, & citizen of the United States, residing at
Canton, in the county of Bradford and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
nseful Improvement in Thill-Tugs, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
shaft or thill tugs, and has for its object, pri-
marily, to so construet and connect the shaft
or tnill loop with the girth-strap that no sew-
Ing, riveting, or other permanent means of
connection 1s required, whereby the two parts
may be readily removed for replacement or
repair.

A further object of my invention is to de-
tachably connect the saddle-strap buckle and
box-loop to the assembled girth-strap and
shaft-loop, so that the same may also be read-
11y removed. | |

These objects I accomplish in the manner
and by the means hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of my im-
proveddevice. Iig.2isacentralvertical sec-
tion of the same, and Fig. 3 is a rear eleva-
tion of the shaft-loop detached.

In the said drawings the reference-numeral
1 denotes the shaft-loop bent to the shape
shown and fastened together at its upper
ends, leaving one end projecting somewhat
above the other, and provided with the hole
2 for the passage of the saddle-strap. This
loopis preferably formed of two or more thick-
nesses of leather sewed together, and in the
outer thickness are formed three slots 3, 4,
and 5. Two apertures 6 and 7 are also made
1n said loop, the same passing entirely there-
through and registering at the top when the
ends of the loop are connected together. In-
stead of being formed of leather, however, the
shaft-loop may be constructed of metal. The
girth-strap Sis formed with a single elongated
aperture ) thereintoaccommodatethe buckle-
tongue when the parts are assembled. Toas-
semble the various parts, pass the free end of
the girth-strap Sintotheslot4and out atslots.
‘The bex-loop 10 and buckle 11 are then placed
thereon, care being taken to pull the strap 8

far enough through the slots 4 and 5 to bring |

the aperture 9 at the top of theloop 1 in proper
position to receive the buckle-tongue there-
through. The end of sfrap S is then passed
through apertures 6 and 7, and then into
slot 3 and out again at slot 4, thus making
a complete circuit of the loop 1 and afford-
1ng a frictional engagement therewith suffi-
citent to retain the two together against any
strain that may be put upon them. The
shaft may now be passed through the loop 1,
the girth-strap fastened beneath the horse’s
belly in the usual manner, and the saddle-
strap 12 passed through the hole 2 in the top
of the loop, engaged by the buckle-tongue,
and then passed through the box-loop 10; or,
1T desired, the saddle-strap may be engaged

~directly by the buckle without first passing

1t through the hole 2. It will of course be
understood that the girth-strap 8 may also
torm the belly-band of the harness, or may
be attached thereto in any suitable manner.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim is—

1. The combination with a shaft-loop
formed of two or more thicknesses of mate-
rial and having a series of slots in the outer
thickness thereof and apertures passing com-
pletely therethrough for the passage of &
strap, of a girth-strap adapted to be passed in
and out of said slots and through said aper-
tures to substantially encircle said -loop and
form a frictional connection therewith, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The combination with a shaft- loop
formecd of two or more thicknesses of mate-
rial and slotted and apertured, substantially
as described, of an apertured girth-strap
adapted to be passed in and out of the slots
and through the apertures in said loop, a box-
loop through which said strap passes between
one of the loop slots and apertures, and a sad-
dle-strap buckle also engaged by said strap
the tongue thereof passing through the aper-
ture 1n said strap, substantially as described.

5. The combination with the shaft-lcop 1
formed of two or more thicknesses of mate-
rial and having the slots 3, 4 and 5 through

the outer thickness thereof and the apertures.

6 and 7 passing completely therethrough, of
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the girth-strap Shaving the aperture 9 therein | erture and having its tongue passing through
and adapted to be passed in at slot 4, out at | the aperture 9 in said strap, substantially as
slot 5, through apertures 6 and 7, in again at | described. |

slot 3, and out again at slot 4, a box-loop 10 en- WILLIAM VW. GLECKNER.
5 gaged by said strap between slot 5 and aper- Witnesses: |
ture 6, and a saddle-strap buckle 11 also en- LEE BROOKS,

gaged by said strap between said slot and ap- C. V. GLECKNER.
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