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To all wlhonv it maly coneceriv:

Be it known that we, JOHN 1I. SWADLING
and ITArRY I1. KELLEY, of Minneapolis, Hen-
nepin county, Minnesota, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Car-
Seals, of which the following isa specification.

Our invention relates to car-seals, and the
object of the same is to provide a seal which
cannot be opened without breaking the seal.

To this end our invention consists in the
combination, with a light wire to be passed
through the parts used for securing the car-
door and having hook ends, of a seal or block
having intersecting openings adapted to re-
ceive the looped ends of the wire, said open-
ings permitting one end of the wire to pass
beneath the other, whereby when the ends
are drawn out the loop at one end will inter-
lock with a section of the opposite end.

Our invention consists generally in various
details of construction and combination, all
as hereinafter described, and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a section
of a car door and side, showing a seal embody-
ing our invention applied thereto. Fig. 2 1s
a perspective view of the wire, showing the
ends of the hooks together. Fig. 3 1s an end
view of the seal complete. Fig. 41s a plan
view of the same with the upper part of the
wire loop cut away. Fig. 5 is a vertical sec-
tion on the line z « of Ifig. 4.

As shown in the drawings, 2 represents the
car-door, and 3 the side of the car, on which
are the hasp 4 and the staple 5, which parts
are intended to be secured together by the
small seal. The seal comprises the wire 6 and
the Dblock or seal proper, 7. The block, as
shown in Figs. 4 and 3, is provided with re-
cesses or holes 8§ and 9 to receive the two ends
of the wire. These recesses or holes are elon-
cated in cross-section and the recesses inter-
sect one another within the block and are also
atb rieht angles with respect to elongation of
the holes, as above spoken of. The two ends
of the wire are hooked and the hooks bent to
be at right angles to one another and brou oht
together. The hook 10, which Is adapted to

be inserted in the slot 9, is simple in form.
The other end of the wire is bent at the point
11 to eross the slot or opening and so close the

same at the top, while the lower end is pro-

vided with a hook 12, having an outwardly-
turned point 13, adapted to catch behind the
shoulder 14, formed at the intersection of the
two holes, which are preferably enlarged
somewhat beneath the shoulder to permit the
point 13 to project outwardly, as shown.
Further, just above the hook 12 the wire 1s
provided with a slight crimp 15, and to per-
mit itto be inserted in the slotor opening S an
additional groove 16 is provided at the side
and upper edge of the recess.
the dotted lines in Fig. 3, the inner part of
the hole or recess 9 is enlarged to permit the
hook 10, when it is inserfed, to pass beneath
the erimp 15, when, by the inclination of the
wall of the opening, the hook is pressed up-
wardly, so that its point will pass above the
crimp and be locked by engagement with the
other end of the wire, which forms a small
cross-bar directly across the opening 9.

In practice the hook 12 is forced into the
position shown, while the other hook or end
of the wire is left free to be inserted through
the hasp orstaple on a car before it is inserted
and secured in the block or seal proper. Thus
it will be seen that the hook 12 serves simply

as a fastening for that end of the wire, the

part 11 serving to close the opening 3 and pre-
vent the hook 12 from being tampered with,
while that part of the wire with the crimp 15
at the intersecting points of the two openings
serves as a bar or pin, on which the smaller
hook fastens itself on being forced into the
hole. When the two ends of the wireare thus
secured within the box, neither one may be
removed without breaking the block or seal,
which is always of fragile material and pret-
erably of glass, so that any alteration in the
form or shape of the parts within the block
could be instantly noticed by one looking at
the seal while on the car.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by lLetters
Patent—

The combination, with a block of fragile
material provided with intersecting recesses
or openings, of a wire loop provided at 1ts op-
posite ends with the hooks 10 and 12, sub-
stantially at right angles to one another, and
adapted to be inserted within said intersect-
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ing openings, satd hook 12 having its point in
engagement with the shoulder formed by said
intersecting openings, said loop being also
provided with a erimp 15 near said hook 12,
tihhe recess beneath said crimp being enlarged
to permit the hook 10 to pass beneath the
same, and the wall above said crimp being in-
clined to permit the end of the hook 10 to pass
above said loop, whereby when drawn out,
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| said hook 10 will interlock with said erimp, 10
substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set
our hands this 4th day of May, A. D. 1895.
JOIIN I. S\WADLING.
MHARRY H. KELLEY.
In presence of—
A. C. PAUL,
M. K. GOOLEY.
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