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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WiLL1iaM IITENRY T0OW-
ERY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Shady Grove, in the county of Crittenden
and State of Kentucky, have invented an Im-
provement in Leather Back-Band Loops with
Tongue through Link of Chain, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention has relation to that class of
back-band loops or trace-carriers which are
formed from leather and which are supplied
with a flexible tongue to engage with a link
of the trace-chain. Heretofore the flexible
tongue has been a separate part of the loop,
thereby adding materially to the cost of the
device both in the provision of the tongue and
the means required for attaching the tongue
to the loop or back-band. |

The purpose of this invention is to reduce
the number of parts, lessen the cost of pro-
duction, and thereby cheapen and simplify
the article and enable it to be placed upon
the market at a small cost compared with
similar devices,

T'heinvention consists,essentially, of a loop
formed from a single blank of leather and
having a portion eut therefrom, so as to form
the tongue, the latter being an integral part
of the blank, thereby obviating the use of fas-
tenings for attaching it thereto. |

the improvement further consists of the
novel combination of the loop with the back-
band,whereby a pocket is formed between the
outer portion of the loop and the back-band,
into which the loose end portion of the tongue

~1s forced and held therein by friction after
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being engaged with the trace.

FFor a full understanding of the merits and
advantages of the invention reference is to
be had to the accompanying drawings and
the following description.

The improvement is susceptible of various
changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction without depart-
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of
the advantages thereof, and to a full disclo-
sure of theinvention an adaptation thereof is
shown .in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a detail view of the blank from |

which the loop is formed, the tongue being
slightly elevated at its free end. Fig. 2 is a
perspective view showing the invention ap-

plied. Iig. 3 is a vertical central section

thereof. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the loop. &3

The same reference-numerals denote cor-
responding and like parts in all the figures
of the drawings, and in the latter 1 indicates
the back-band,of leather,webbing, orlike ma-
terial, usually employed for this purpose; 2,
the trace-chain, and 3 the loop, of leather or
similar stout material.

The loop is formed of a blank of proper
length and width and which is folded about
midway of its ends to form the inner part 4
and the outer part 5, which parts are secured
together by rivets or in any approved man-
ner and are secured to the back-band 1. The
tongue 6 1s formed by cutting parallel slits in
the blank from a point a little to one side of
the middle thereof and terminating a short
distance from one end of the blank, the said
slits converging near the end of the blank to
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separate the tongue from the body of the -

blank, as clearly indicated in Figs. 1 and 4.
The space formed in the part 4 by cutting the
tongue therefrom constitutes the pocket 7,
into which the loose end portion of the tongue
0 is thrust after being engaged with a link of
the trace 2, so as to be out of the way. It
will be seen that the trace passes through the
bight provided by folding the blank upon it-
self. Hence there is no downward strain or
pressure upon the tongue 6, tending to with-
draw 1t from the pocket 7, the strain upon
the tongue being in a direction corresponding
to the lenngth of the trace and which is com-
pensated for by the edges of the tongue en-
gaging with the edges of the pocket, as will
be readily understood.

By constructing the loop substantially in
the manner herein set forth a simple and ef-
fective device is produced and projecting
parts are obviated, which are a source of an-
noyance and frequently work injury to the
harness and are a source of constant expense,
since such projecting parts are wrenched or
torn off when the harness is in use.

Having thus described the invention, what
1S elaimed as new i~
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" The combination with a back-band, of a | end portion of the tongue after being engaged
loop or trace-carrier formed of a blank folded | with the trace, substantially as set forth.
upon itself and having an integral tongue _- v AT TTTS AT TN
formed by cutting a po?*tion theretfrom, s?aid A ILLL&M HENR; FOWERY.

¢ blank being secured to the back-band and | Witnesses:
having a pocket between the latter and the - RaxporrH H. WOOD,

 outer portion of the loop to receive the free | THOMAS C. LLAND.
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