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io all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM KLEIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Thomp-
sonville, in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Coffin-IHandles,
of which the following is a spectlication.

The invention relates to the construction of

casket or coffin handles; and the object is to
provide a simple, light, and cheap handle
which can be made very strong to insure
agaimst any possibility of accidental breaking
when 1n use without any unsightly or expen-
siveadditionalstrengthening-brace orsupple-
mental handle.

1'0 this end the invention resides in details

ol the construction of such a handle having

a palr of thin steel lugs provided for attach-
ing the parts to the side of the coffin with or-
namentalescutcheon-platescovering the lugs,
a pair of thin steel arms hinged to the lugs
In such manner as to utilize their greatest
strength, with ornamental sheathing of light
welght covering and stiffening the arms and
lugs, and a hand-bar encircled by portions of
the arms, as more particularly hereinafter de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
IFFigure 1 is a side view of the handle. Fig. 2
18 an enlarged plan of one of the escuteheon-
plates and sheathed arms. Fig. 3 is a lon-
gitudinal section through one of the arms and
escutcheon-plates. Ifig.4isa transverse sec-
tion of one of the arms. Iig. 5 shows a side
and top view of one of the arms. Fig. 6 shows
a side and top view of one of the lugs, and
Kig. 7 shows one of the lugs opened out as
before 1t is bent to shape.

Intheviews, lindicatesthe hand-bar,which
1s usually formed of a suitable piece of tub-
g desirably ornamented with any appro-
priate design. This hand-baris held by a pair
of arms 2, which are stamped or cut to shape
{rom a flat piece of thin sheet-steelwith per-
forations 3, that are adapted to encircle and
hold the bfu with perforations 4 for the hing-
ng-pivots, and with hooks or shoulders 5 for
forming stopsto limit the swinging movement
of the arms when the handle is 1n place on
the colin,  Over the front of these arms 2and

partially surrounding the hand-bar about the

arms is cast a thin and light sheathing 6 of
soft metal, which can be Ieﬂdlh" given an at-
tractive desmn and a suitable platmg. This
soft-metal sheathing‘ 1s cast along the outer
edges of the arms and embeds narrow por-
tions of the outside edges of the thin sheet-
steel arms and thus hold the thin arms rigic
and stiff against bending or springing Slde-
wise with the use of a small amount of soft
met‘ﬂ Figs. 3 and 4.

The lug gs 7 are stamped or cut to shape of
thin sheet steel in the form shown in Fig. 7,
with perforations for the arm-hinging pwots
and for the screws that are to attach the han-
dle to the casket. These sheet-metal pieces
after having been stamped are doubled to-
gether and the side lugs 8 with the serew-per-
fomtlons are bent outward which causes the
portions with the pwot-perfm ations to come
opposite each other, forming slots between
them to receive and guide the arms, and with
stopping-shoulders 9 for the abutment of the
shoulders 5 on the ends of the arms. When
the pivot-pins are driven through the perfora-
tions 1n the lugs and the arms, the arms are
guided in their swinging movement by the
side walls of the slots befween the two por-
tions of the bent sheet-metal lugs. This ar-
rangement for holding the arms, together
with the embedding of the upper edges in the
soft-metal sheath, insures that the arms will
not spring, bend or buckle sidewise when
they are bemn' used

The eseuteheon plates 10, of suitable de-
sign, are cast of soft metal about the lugs, so
as to cover and hold the lugs and prov ide a
desirable finish. Ser ew-pelfommons 11 are

made through the escutcheon-plates coinci-
dent with the screw-perforations through the
side parts 8 of the lugs, so that the holding-
screws may readily be inserted and screwed
into the side of the coffin from the outside.
Ears 12 are formed on the escutcheon-plates
or sheathing forthe lugs each side of the parts
of the lugs that are perforated by the hing-
ing-pivots, and the pivots are thrust through
these ears and the lugs when the thin arms
are to be held in place

Yith this construction the arms, which are
light, simple, and cheap and suitably orna-
mental, are very stift and strong, for the thin
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steel plates which are

O

form themare disposed edgewise tothe strains
or lifting on the handle, so as to utilize their

or eatest strength,while the soft-metal sheath-
ing retains the thm edgewise-placed arms in
Sueh a manner as to prevent them from bend-

ng, buckling, or breaking under twists or

" sidewise strains,. whieh“of course are not as
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oreat as the hftmn strainsthat come upon the
handle when in use.
ther stiffened --a-gainst bending or buckling

by the walls of the slots between the steel
‘parts of the lugstowhich the armsare hinged,
and the Tugs are easily and cheaply formed

to shape so as to be ornamental and yet with-

stand all necessary strains. - Themetal of the

lugs 1s 80 disposed as to give great strength
in the line of lift of the h.;m_dle, and these:
parts are incased in the cast soft ornamental
‘metal in such manner as to be stiffened and

prevented from buckling or breaking under
any undue strains or twists. The holding-

‘screws pass through the steel lugs, and thus-
the entire handle, which is really formed of
thin sheet-steel, placed edgewise to the nor-
‘mal strains and backed against unusual side-
wise twistis or strains by the soft ornamental
~portions of the handle, ean be very securely
attached to the side of the coffin, so that there

| is no danger of pulling

or breaking off and letting the coffin down.
T am fully aware that it is not new to pro-
vide a hard-metal supplemental brace or stifi-

¢ stamped to shape to

The arms are also fur-
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away from the co

ening-reinforce for a soft-metal casket-han-

dle, and such T-do not-broadly claim; but

What I claim as my invention 1s—

A coffin-handle, consisting of a hand- bfu' |
a palr of thin, hard-metal arms placed edﬂe-.
wise to the lines of normal lifting strain Wlth- |
| parts encireling the hand-bar, a hollow:, soft-
metal Sheﬂthmn
| of the outer edo es of the arms to prevent the
arms from bendm
-ornamentation, sheet metal plates of thin,
‘hard metal doubled upon themselves so as to

cast along a narrow portion

sidewise, and to provide

form narrow sockets between the walls of the
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bent portions which embrace the ends of the

arms and having laterally-projecting portions
‘with serew-perforations, the bent portions
forming abutments for limiting the opening
‘movement of the arms,
cutcheon-plates cast over the lugs and about .

the laterally-projecting perforated portions

-_Of the lugs, subsiantially as specified.

WILLIAM KLELN.
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and soft-metal es-
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