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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, CHARLES L’ENFANT, a
citizen of the German Empire, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Book-Covers, of which the following
is a speecification.

This invention relates to an improved con-
struetion of book-covers to be used in bind-
ing Bibles, prayer and other books, whereby
the cover is produced in a neat and cheap
manner; and the invention consists, first, of
a, cover for hooks comprising an exterior por-
tion; a lining provided with a central open-
ing, connecting back-strips and joints at both
sides of the opening, said lining being made
of approximately the same size as the cover,
and means for connecting the edges of the
oxterior portion with the lining,and, secondly,
of a lining for book-covers provided with a
central opening, connecting back-strips and
joints at both sides of said opening, all made
in one integral piece, as hereinafter fully de-
seribed and then particularly claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a plan view of a one-piece lining
used in connection with my improved cover
for Bibles and other books. Xig. 2 1s also a
plan view of a lining made of two sections
and connected at the center. Iigs. 3, 4, 9,
and G are enlarged sectional views of one of
the corners of the cover, showing the diifer-
ont methods of connecting the lining with the
exterior portion of the cover. TFig. 7isa plan
view of a finished cover ready to be applied
to the book:; and Fig. 8 is a vertical longitu-
dinal section on line 8 8, Fig. 7.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
oxterior part of the cover, and I3 the lining
of the same. The exterior portion A is made
of any suitable leather, rounded off at the
corners and cut to shape, by means of dies,
according to the size of the book to be bound.
The lining B is made of a lighter quality of
leather, and instead of being made of four
nortions, as heretofore—namely, of two side
portions and two connecting back-strips—it
ispreferably madein oneintegral piece, which
is cut at one operation by suitable dies with
an oblong opening o at the center, connect-
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ing-strips d d, and flanges or joints b at the
inner edges of the side portions, sald joints
being bent up so as to form the connectlon
with the book in the usual manner. In place
of making the lining in one integral piece 1t
may also be made in two sections, in which
the connecting back-strips d' d’ at the upper
and lower ends of the sections overlap each
other, as shown in Fig. 2. This two-plece
lining Bis used whensmaller pieces of leather
have to be worked up. The lining B is also
made rounded off at the corners and pasted
to the exterior portion of the cover, a sult-
able layer of felt f or other suitable textile
fabric being interposed Dbetween each half-
lining and the outer portion, so as to impart
o certain thickness or body to the cover. 1The
outer edges of the lining IS are connected with
the edges of the exterior portion A of the
cover, either by cementing them together by
o suitable cement, as shown in Fig. 3, or by
connecting them by a separate edge-binding
e, of leather, as shown in Ifig. 4, or by provid-
ing the exterior portion with a flange e, which
is turned inwardly over the lining, glued
thereto, and then worked down by the creas-
ing-tool, as shown in ¥ig. 5; or the lining 13
is provided with a flange ¢?, that overlaps the
outer portion, which flange is then olued and
worked down by the creasing-tool in the usual
manner, asshown in Fig. 6; or any other con-
nection between the outer portion and the
lining can be made. When the outer portion
and lining are connected by cement, the edge
has to be colored and polished after the con-
nection of the lining with the exterior por-
tion has been made.

When the cover is completed, the book 1s
inserted by pasting the joints to the sides ol
the same in the usual manner, the outer edge
of the cover lapping then over the book and
imparting the desired well-known finish to
the same. ‘

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A cover for books, consisting of an exte-
rior portion, a lining provided with a central
opening, conneeting back-strips and joints at
both sides of the opening, said lining being
made of approximately the same size as the

cover, and means for connecting the cdges
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of the exterior portion with the lining, sub-| In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

stantially as set forth. | my imvention I have signed my name in pres-
2. A lining for book-covers, provided with | ence of two subseribing witnesses.

a central opening, connecting back-strips and CHARLES IENTANT.

joints at both sides of said opening, all made Witnesses:

in one integral piece, substantially as set PAUT, GORPEL,

forth. J EO. W. JAEKEL.
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