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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiaM H. BUELL, of

Laughlintown, in the county of W estmore-
land and State of Pennsylvania, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Heel-Stiffeners; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to whieh it pertains
to make and use it, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, which form part of
this specification.

This invention pertainstoimpr ovements in
heel-stiffeners; and the object thereof 1s to
provide a device of improved form capable
of adjustment for shoes of different sizes.

The invention consists in the novel features
of construction hereinafter fully described
and claimed, and illustrated by the accom-
panying dr awings, in which—

Figure 1 illustrates the bla‘mh from which
the stiffener is formed. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of the stiffener in proper form.
Iig. 3 18 a bottom view.

The blank is formed with the central cur-
vature or enlargement A in its upper portion,

edge B is cut upward to form the depression
(, the ends of the depression consisting of the
V-—s}mped notches D. The top line of The de-
pression C is coincident with the bending-
line F F.

The completed device consists of the back
or body portion A, rounded to the shape of
the boot-heel, while the extremities & of the
blank are bent inmward on line E If to form
the bottom flange-plates, which are secured
in the heel-bottom and hold the stiffening in
place. Whenbenttoproperform, thenotches
form spaces which separate the inner ends of
flanges G from back A, and these spaces per-

mit the enlargement or contraction of the stift- |

The lower |

ener by affording room for the back A to be

hent in a short curve for small shoes or more

oradual curve for larger ones without inter-
fering with the ends of said flange-plates G.

At the same time the flange-plate ends are cut;
backward or outward in curved lines, so as
to substantially conform to the curvature of
the body por tion A when in use. The inner
adjacent edges of the flange-plates are sub-
stantially p‘bl'{:lﬂel and extending from end to
end of the device, and so exist whethel the
stiffener be adjusted for a small or large shoe.

While it is myintention to construct Lhe stiff-
ening device of steel capable of bending, yet
it may be formed of other kinds of meta,l or
even of leather it so desired.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire o secure by Lettms
Patent, 18—

1. An improved stiffener comprising the
curved back or body portion A, the inward ex-
tensions G having their adjacent edges sub-
stantially in parallel lines and cut backward
and outward at their innerends to afford space
between said ends and the body A, for the pur-
pose substantially as herein shown and de-
seribed.

2. An improved stiffening device compris-
ing the vertical curved baek or body portion

A, “the integral bottom flange-plates formed

by turning inward the bottom edge of the
curved pertlon A, the inner ends of the said
flange-plate bemm bent backward and out-

ward to afford a space between the same and.
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the curved backing A, for the purpose sub-

stantially as shown and deseribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM H. BUELL.
Witnesses:
DANIEL . LLAWSON,
- JoHN G. (GALBREATH.
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