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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, OSCAR P. BREITHUT, a
citizen of the United btatesg residing at Wil-
liamsport, in the county of L}reommg and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
ol

and useful Reeclining-Chair and Couch,
which the following 18 a specification.
Myinventionrelates toreclining-chairs and
couches, and has for its object to provide a
simple and improved construction and ar-

rangement of parts whereby the adjustment |
- to provide a resistance sufficient to support

of. the back may be accomplished by the oc-
cupant of the chair without risk of the back
falling or slipping and thus passing beyond
the GOlltl ol of the operator, and, furthermore,
to provide simple and efficient means for
maintaining the back in sucha pesmon as to
form & 101mﬂfe

Further ob]eet% and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the follawmn deserip-
tion, and the novel features 'Lheleof will be
particularly pointed out in the apponded
claims.

Tn the dra awings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of & eha,n* eon&,tm@ted in accordance
with my invention with the back arranged
in the sitting position. Fig. 2 1s a similar
view with the back arran ﬂ'ed in the reclining
position and supported by the catch-arms.
Fig. 3 is a rear view. Fig. 4 is adetail view
in perspective of the friction-hinge and con-
tiguous portions of the chair, the | hinge ilius-

‘trated being one of those by which the baelg_

13 conneet@d to the chair-frame. Kig. 518 a
detail section of the pivotal end of one of the

catch-arms when in the supporting position
shown in Xig. 2 to illustrate the 1el&t1ve po-
sitions of the parts when said c&tch -arm 18
secured by the sliding bolt. Fig. 6 is a de-
tail vertical section of the rear p{)ltl()ll of the
chair-seat and the contiguous portion of the
back to show the relative positions of said
parts in connection with the hinges whereby
the back is mounted upon the seat, the back
being shown in its upright posmon in full
lines and in a reclining position in dotted

Iines.
- Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding partsin all the figures of the drayw-
Ings.

i represents the stationary frame of the
chair, provided with front andrear legs 2 and
3, which are extended above the plane of the
seat-frame 1 to form standards 4 and 9, by

which the chair-arms 6 are supported, smd 55

arms being provided with suitable braces 7.

The bac]rfmme 3 is hinged or pivoted at

its lower end to the rearside of the seat-frame
by means of friction-hinges so constructed as

the back in any desired position, irrespective
of fastening devieces. The construection of
hinge which I propose to employ comprises
bae.e plates 9, secured, respectively, to the
frames to be mmeeted cap - plates 10, ar-
ranged upon and coextensive with the base-
pl&tes and connected therewith to prevent

‘accidental displacement by means of rivets

11, the alined centers of the cap-plates being
&1’*(311@(1, as shown at 12, toform bearings, &11(1
a pivot pin or pintle 19, seated 1n said bear-
ings, the cap-plates being adjustable toward
and from the base- pl&tes to vary the fric-
tional contact of said plates with the pivot
pin or pintle by means of screws 14. DBy
tightening the adjusting-serewsthefrictional
eontaet between the palts of the hinge may
be increased to such an extent as {o 1101(1 the
back at any desired inelination, whereby
when if is desired to change the &d;mstment
of the back it is necessary to force the same
against the resistance offered by the hinges.
In order to lock the chair-back at the de-
sired adjustment,]l employ catch-arms 15,piv-
oted at 16 to the side stiles of the back-frame
and provided at their free front ends with

hooks 17 to engage lateral pins 18 on the

chair-arm 6. The catch-arms are arranged
at a greater interval than the chair-arms,
wher eby the inner surfaces of the catch-arms
are disposed approximately in contact with
the outer surfaces of the chair-arms, said pins
18, which are preferably headed, as shown,
pr OJectlnn outwardly from the chair-arms.
By reason of this construction, as will be ob-

| vious, the catch-arms, affer disengagement
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from the locking-pins, may be swung verti-
“cally: d(}WllWEwd to oceupy the position shown
in Tig. 2, with their lower extremities resting
‘upon the floor, whereby said catch-arms are | :
g adapted to perform the function of ;sinpp%{}r;bs%
~for the back when the latteris in an approxi- |
- mately horizontal position.:
o ther adapt the catch-arms to perform this
- funetion, they are constructed of a length |
J:Gatel*?
than, the height of the sea,t of the.chmr- o
SN | plefembly employ friction-hinges of the
construction above deseribed toformthe con-
nection between the pivotal ends of the eatch- |
arms and the side ‘stiles of the back-frame,:|
. as shown in Hig. 3 a‘éy16;,;wllereby;acmdent&lé
0 disengagement of the free ends of the catch-
~arms from the locking-pins 18 is prevented, |
- and in addition to the above I employ: lock-
| ing-bolts 19, mounted upon the back-frame:
SRR zmd adapted torengage sockets 201n the eatch- |
o0 arms when the 1&1;13.@1* are in theapproximately
SERERRE rvertical or extended position: shown in Kig.:

' In order to fur-

appramm&tely equal . to, or slightly g

ﬂle catech-arms. o

o From the abov descuptwn 1L Wﬂl be cseens
R sﬂmh in: order to increase the inclination of
i ithe ‘back of the chair it is simply necessary:
1 for the occupant thereof to disengage the free
. ends of the catch-arms from the 1001341110*-'[;;@11:15;
1 rand lean back sufficiently to move the back-
1 frame against the resistance offered by the
SRS ;fuctlon—}nnﬂ es until ‘the desired position is
nreached.  Upon releasing:

To diminish the inclination of the back, it is
simply necessary to draw the upper end_ of
the back-frame forward until the desired po-
sition is reached, the free ends of the catch-
arms meanwhile slipping idly over the lock-
ing-pins by means of the beveled front sur-
faces 17* of the hooks on said arms. The
free ends of the catch-arms are preferably pro-
vided with knobs 21 to facilitate disengage-
ment from the locking-pins.

It will be understood that the above-de-
scribed improvement, in so far as it relates
to the swinging catch-arms, friction-hinges
at their pivotal points, and the headed catch-
pins, may be used in connection with the
head of a couch as well as with a chair of the
general construction shown and described,
and hence I reserve the privilege of applying
this feature of my invention to those differ-
ent articles of furniture, including a couch,
with which it may be employed.

The special advantage connected with the
use of the particularfriction-hinge illustrated
1n the drawings resides in the fact that it per-
formsitst 11110131011 withits axisarrangedabove
the lower extremity of the back- frmne,where-

by in swinging the back-frame rearwardly to

the 1"ec]ining positi-on no space is opened be-
tween the seat and back frames, and hence

being
These bolts 'pl m"ent dlSELI‘I‘E{}]nelnent ofe;

the cateh-arms
‘they will reéngage the loekmmpms, and thus

- secure the pmts at the desired adjustment.:

o L 559868

Vmuoug chanﬂ‘es in the fmm, pr*opm*twn

am’l the minor detaﬂs of construction may be .
resorted to without departing from the spirit
| or sacri: mmg am Of the adv&ntﬂwes {}f Lhm
| mventmn = -

Having desm&beﬂ my 111V@11‘t10n

éclmmls-—-ﬁ@ééw - : )
1. Inachairor eouch the eombnmtmn Wlth
a  stationary seat - f_mme_ of a back-frame
“hinged to the seat :fmm‘e,' the: connection be- .
tween said: frames: eonmstmn* of | frietion-

hinges each embodying a piv ot—pm or pintle,

~a pair of flat base-plates, a pair of cap-plates:
Carranged respectively upon the base-plates
and pmwded with alined arched bearings to:
receive thepivot-pin or pintle, and Ebdg’ufatlllﬁ-
serews for drawing the ecap-plates toward the 135 1
base - plates to vary the frictional contact: .
thereof with the pivot-pinorpintle;said hinges = ..
arranged with their pivot-pins or: pin-::
tles above the plane of the lower edge ol the . -~
| back-frame, and locking devices for securing :
the backat the desn*ed ﬂd;msiment subsian—» ;
| :tlally as specified. : - NS
20 Ina :t'e(3111111_11ﬂ*--chfemE Lhe mmbmatmn of;
a stationary seat—fmme .‘«:mcl fixed side arms,
and a back-frame hinged at its lower end to 03
the seat-frame, of: mtch—al ms pivotally eom- @ 10
nected to the side edges of the back-frame.. : i
Cand arranged, respectively, out: of : the ver- .
tical p]ames Of the side arms; whereby they .= =
are adapted to be swung into a pendent or SN
approximately vertical pomtmn torestattheir: i
lower extremities upon the floor when the

back-frame is arranged in an approximately
horizontal position, “said catch - arms ‘being
provided with means forengaging projections
upon the side arms, and means for securing
the catch-arms insaid pendent position, sub-
stantially as specified.

3. In a chair, the combination with a sta-
tionaryseat-frame and side arms, and a bacik-
frame hinged to the seat-frame, of catch-
arms pivotally mounted upon the back-frame
and adapted to be arranged at their free ends
confignous to the side arms when the back-
frameis elevated and in contactwith the floor
to support the back-frame when the latter is
in an approximately horizontal position, and
locking devices for securing the catch-arms
at the desired adjustment in either of said
positions, substantially as specified.

4. In a reclining-chair, the combination
with astationaryseat-frame having side arms,
and a back-frame hinged at its lower end to
the seat-frame, of catch-arms hinged to the
back - frame and approximately equal in
length to the height of the seat, the connec-
tion between the catch-arms and the back-
frame consisting of friction-hinges, whereby
resistance is offered to the pivotal or swing-
ing movement of said arms, means for se-

Wh&t I

when extended the cushions of the eouch form © ..«
a, (3011‘&311111011% surface Lo support the occu-
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curing the front ends of the catch-arms at] In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
any desired adjustment to the side arms, and | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
locking-bolts on the back-frame to engage | the presence of two witnesses.

sockets in the cateh-arms and lock the latter | OSCAR P. BREITHUT,.
5 in a pendent position to support the back-| Witnesses: |
frame by pressure upon the floor, substan- J. CrLiNTON HILL,

tially as specified. H. RUssELL HILL.
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