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Lo all whom it may concern: o
Be it known that I, MIcHAEL H. SEXTON,
of the city of Utica, county of Oneida, and
State of New York, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Nutmeg-
declare that the fol-

- lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
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~of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same, reference being had

totheaccompanying drawings,and the fi gures
of reference marked thereon, forming a part

of this specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a perspec-

tive view of my grater. Fig. 2 shows a plain

edge view of the same. I'ig. 3 shows the.
‘holding-fingers removed from the rest of the

construction. Hig.4showsthe feeding-sprin o

- employed in the device.
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T tion of the device, 1 indicates
~ base, which is

Referring tothe figures of reference marked

on the drawingsin a more particular descrip-
- the body or
preferably of wood and sub-
stantially of the form shownin the drawings,
and in one side of the base-body, adjacent to

~one end, 1s. provided a transverse groove 2,

- extendingacross the body. Secured over the

groove 21s the grater proper, 8, which is pref-

~erably formed on one end of a sheet-metsl
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Dlece 4, which is bent around the end of the
body, forming a barrel or receptacle 5, and is

. - secured on the under side at 6 to the body POT-
- tion of the device. D e

_The spring holding-fingers 7 7 are prefer-
ably formed of one piece, as shown, and so

- bent and formed together as to receive the
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‘pivot-pin 8, on which they are mounted,

which pin is secured firmly in the ~body of
the device. A pivot or Dbolt 9 may be em-
ployed to draw the fingers together adjacent
to the pivot 8. The outer or swinging edge
of fingers 7are bent and formed substantially
as shown to adapt them to grip the nutmeg
on the sides. The length of the fingers and

the location of the pivot-pin 8 are such that
the swinging edge of the fingers will move
backward and forward over the grater-sur--

face 3. | | |
Upon the top of the pivot-pin 3, and se-

cured by its head, is mounted the feeding-

- spring 10, which is bowed upwardly, and ex-
- tends over so that its free end is adapted to

| press upon the top of a nutmeg held between
‘the ends of the fingers 7. The end of this

spring is also adapted to pass between the

ends of the fingers 7 in feeding the nutmeg
as it is grated. | “
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The operation of _thé device isquite simple |

‘and obvious; but it might be well to note

that in the operation the operator holds the
device in one hand, with its body preferably
at an angle of about forty-five degrees, and
the discharge end of the groove, or more

properly the trough or chute, in the desired
position, when with the other hand the op- ¢

erator takes hold of the fingers 7 7 by their

sides, and presses with theindex-finger upon

the spring 10, thereby increasing the feed, if

and the spring 10 swing backward and for-

‘ward, carrying the nutmeg and grating the

same on the grater-surface.
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desired, while at the same time the fingers7

Practically all of the grated n'utmeg* passes .

through the openings of the metal surface 3,
and 1s discharged at 2. Itwill also be noted
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that the ends of the holding-fingers 7 operate

3, and continually

in very close proximity to the grater-surface
grasp the nutmeg by its

sides and follow the shape thereof, and that

the feeding-spring 10, operating between the.
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ends of the feeding-fingers 7, will follow the -

nutmeg until it is entirely grated up.

A nutmeg may be placed in the fingers for

the purpose of grating, by springing up and
| swinging to either side the spring

1ther | 10, when a
nutmeg may be placed between the fingers 7
from the upper side and the spring 10 re-
placed; or a nutmeg may be placed in posi-
tlon by swinging the fingers 7 and the Spring
10 so that the ends project beyond the side

‘of the body, when the nutmeg may beinserted

in place from the under side of the fingers.
The barrel 5 may be covered or stopped at

each end and used as a receptacle for extra

nutmegs. I |
What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is— = _
1. In a nutmeg-grater, a body having a

o
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grater-surface, and a pair of holding-fingers

pivoted to the body, substantially as set forth.

- 2. In a nutmeg-grater, a body having a

grater-surface, a pair of pivoted holding-fin-

forth.
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gers, and feed-spring, substantially as. set
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3. The combination of a body having a
orater-surface, a pair of spring holding-fin-
oers pivoted to the body, and a feed-spring,
substantially as set forth.

4. A grater-body, having a grater-surface,
and a trough or chute under the grater-sur-
face, in combination with a pair of Spring
holding - fingers, pivoted to the body, sub-
stantially as set forth.

5. The grater-body, having grater-surface;
the spring holding-fingers mounted on the
fixed pivot in the body, and having thin,
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swinging ends arranged to operate over the

orater-surface, and the upwardly-bowed
feeding-spring secured on the same pivot,

“with the fingers combined, substantially as

set forth.
In witness whereof I have affixed my signa-

ture in presence of two witnesses.

MICIHAEL II. SEXTON.

YWitnesses:
RicH. A. GEORGE,
M. E. ROBINSON.
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